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CHAPTER I. 

Coiiference of Casiruccio and Gakazzo VUcoik- 

WHEN C-mcoo ^ 

at Florence, the^ found the citizens celebrating 
a festifdi : thorbeUs were rmgMig; tbe country 
people were flocking into the town; and the 
y^iitlis of both iraes^ of tbe bigfaest fank, ud 
richly dressed, were parading the streets, cover- 
ed mritb wmttibe of Aowcn^ asd iingiiig Ibe 
poems of Dante, or bis friend Guido, to the ao- 
compamnieDtofinaiiyiiMnio^^ Casiruccio 
mod I I must ask yoix, fair £uthaoasia| Mfh^ 
ese to teamed in Florentine cuafeoms^ to inform 
me of the meaning of this gaiety.** 

" Indeed, I am entirely ignorant I know 
Uial during pea^ joyful meetii^ ts|]ie piac^. 

VOU II. .» 



erei7 Majr, tmoogtiie jming m^biity ; butllilf 

seems a general festivity. Let us ask that 
grave genttemaa in the black eapiichiii^ if he 
kaows the, f^ason. of ^ x^erriment| wlucb at 
least has not comniunicated itself to hit fim.'' 
The mm, on ktfii^g a^kfid^ replied : You 
must be but lately arrived, not to have heard 
of the cause of uir r^ciogt ; the FkureiUioesf 
Madonna,' are celebrating the occorrence of a 
most favourable omen with whiph God aad 
St. John ha^e Utst our €Aiy. Yestaday one of 
the lionesses kept at the e&pence of the repub- 
lie, brought ftnrth five wheips.*^ 

And is this the momentuua occasion of so 
much serious amusement? " aslced Castrucclo, 
laughing. 

My lonl,** said the man, "you are a stranger 
in dus town ; or you would not iind cause for 
laughtei In this event. The Florentines keep a 
humb^ of Hons, as the mgns and symbob of 

ilieir strength : and God and St. John liave 

plainly manifested on many occasions^ thai the 

piuspeuty of Florence, and the welfare of the 
lions are bound together. ThiM of the^fineat 
^id largest died oii the eye of the fatal battle of 
MooteCatim" 
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BmimiiO of, stars, aad^ ths Jipp@QI^|il^flfiMli 
faith in astrology and portent3. If you spciaK 

tfrfitMroi^ mitt t#i»^Ai«Mifiirf lif 419^ 

say that the. kiqg of France has lost a battle,. 

' lias becoaip, by the will of God and St. John, 

' tippe le Bel seized upon the Florentine usurers^ 

; Ifeving that, if we can fit bui oi.c Unk tQ an- 

4"^^^ last secrets of uature. Ypu sipiiu ut tl|g 
Ijlpetebirtip^i^^ hMi^iiiithiifclifiiii «M|M 

y^tl owii liiat ii ple^§cs iu«4^ iiOw iinioicent^^^ 

' %immiim iiiiiigpniii^iiifijpi 0m> 

'^'^ ^^^^^^^^^ 
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4 VALfmQAm [Qui. 

md . oifmi o ui i y mapkcf^d', tbat ohIm tliem 

decree the building of the most extensive aad 
fciHwHiftil iHiiMiffi ' fff-mfwitrn tfin t u t Themoii 
w/bo hkw conceived the idea, aiid contributed 
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will uever 2^ its completion ; but their potte^ 
ntf vriUy mif if thoj bd AOt dege»era«^' > will 

glory in the noble spirit of their ancestors* 

Mmf y»i"iaga» wImo tii» FfaomMkM wamdl 

with the Si^:mese, tliey took by storm a tower 
«f grmt iuiaffkf mkkck coiWMndad a itiwl 
important pass. They d^troyed the tower ; 
9mAf ^h&i half demolifthNl^ diey fitted it up 
with earthy and planted there an olive tree^ 
Wkricb flourislieBy an cmbfem of the peaoe^ 
which weuld fioilow their conquests,'* , « 
CefttroeciDataid only a few dayi at Fkmnce; 
md) recommending huns^ to the constancy 
end faM» of £tidieni^a^ be took an aflb^nenate 
leave of hefi and hastened on bis journey to 
ftovigo, whero be iwd pcwniied to join Oale« 
ewEil Vi8Conti> 

« Cuimixmy hafing now enocetided to lue f»f 
ther in the tyranny oC^ilan, was -the most 
jpowelM chief of Loa>b«rdy% He was «boufc 
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iMrrHlire jmm of age : lie liftd-tBliHrcluno^ 

terisUcs oi an Itaium iac^ arcbed brows, bbek 
eves^ fin ftquttine nose, wii u^gmm lmk fimt 
was ftome itrengtb aad littk gr^ce. lie bad a 

great portion of talent, quickness in the conlbk 
natioo of phms^ yol not aiiffieient paftiwoo to 
•watch their progress, or perseverance to carry 
•tiiem through* He was crafty, ambitious, and 

vain ; yet, where his own interests were not 

•eoiEiaaroed, bm was good-naftimd, and on aU 

occasions exceeded even the Italians In the 

.cottrlil^isf litoclsgBaaaetir^ Ue had sm modi 

of the world, and suffered many misfortunes ; 

•tiM gave Mm a pKaocy of dieposMon, as wail 

as of manner, which made him appear more 
kMMMTled Ifaan- imHv was t ibf io Inilk 

he never for a moment lost &igbi of his own in* 

-MWH; aadyif iiaaoiMaiiajaiWUdsnpd ftiau Ilia 

path which led to its attaimntot| want of judge- 

-medi, and'Aoi ^ M6tmAimf tmmmi tte emw* 

• iie wished to attach CaHtrucoio to his party 

'Sflsd designa* fie-'saw in i wa t tba head of the 

Ghibeline faction in Tci^any, and the tamer of 
his Borantine eDaoMa. . Be Mllkafc his mm 

situation was precarious | but| if he couidgaia 
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^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^p ^^pv^^^ W^^^^B^ 

^mhma» Mim than iHy dowiiBil the do* 

4iad Castruocio w«i3 to become its destroyer^ 
JUm hfiwd km pmm mi^ tlM^ fiity witb -dHh 

may; he trusted it could not last; but lim 

to sec the consul^ aiid to win hira to the plan 
whiah to hid Banowwiri immid copdiiot to tto 

full* ascendancy of the Ohibelines ; and^ eijcw 

mwiwlaiMWW imlit% him to Bowf»» \» kmirn^ 

treated CastEuocio to vi^it hiiii thert^i making 

ltnar<|iies8 <^ Estq the pn^eydce of thU le^ueat. 

tfegard4 G^lcazeo watched ^wil^h catre every 

diiteutimis^ before he would venture to x^ni a m* 
«ile'Ua4iiift wfaM. TlMir fint to^ itf' 
•iscmesiatioiiir waa the iQunediate buiuifisa bo* 
iAM iImi, 4i» aMtanttMn if itibt maygmwi 

^Ohif u to .the siiyverei^nly of Fercara* Thia 
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liittD, ksQ^ po%»&^iQU oi it. The people, fleeced 

whose flrs^ iseeoDdy and third ma^um is to iiU. 
iliom odfl^a, eagerly daimlfaBtertonlion of 
4Mr rightful priacQ» We have o&m thougtit 
<tf beiiegilbg t3ie lows bm dwfc wooU few • 
loipig aod e^Lpeosive busioess, and even its sucr 
«lM'tmild ba doiibl&il; for^ if the OUbi&Wi 
raised their waccry, ail feha Guel{)d;i fo&ea woidd 
wmMi flfcnwiliiwi hmvm al tliMiy and you 
jmov that tHir lauds ace ouich overstocked by 
IfciB Termih* Stratagefo 4s % wttr 

^AsiAr Af ur AjHoure^ UlfiL ru\t half an Klrifvilf 

w r^'lar way ; we bwe to many frimd» 

isucceed, if a proper commuiiication were es- 
though a churchman^ is our sure friend, seat 

US % wmmgb waum days rngp, wUch^ allhniigb 

mystically worded, seemed to say that he would 

betray tbe town into oiir'bmkj if wb rnmM 

eOQimission one of our chiefs to treat with him ; 

fiNr'b»a0(iHkdt»tftdoaeMs prcgeet ^to aoi 
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dediflg. Naw^you, my goodfiriead^ imm 
derteka tbb laric; ive «f« •)! of ut too writ 

Jmowo 10 get admiuioa iato Ibe city ; but a 
•Bght dtitgttite will take you wMf pott their 

guards and I doubt ^either oi ibe bubop 
•MirsiUo's power or inclination.^ 

Castruficio i frf Kt ^ to bis iii£ud s rfs^uipflt t 
and in the evening he was introduced to the 
^quesft of wbo roccivod hm witbda- 
ference and distinction. 

The MGKt nonniigy wbca be md Gakaiw 
rode out togelliei, Gaieazzo said : "1 am sure^ 

my dear CMkruccao, I cm wner jAmw mjmM 

suHicif^utly grateful for your kindness in ^uit* 
^bg Lueca iiA ny nqme^ «od wandflfk^ 

£^om your government, which i ardently hope 

wU nol Mifitf from your abiOQoe. .BotliMi 

less remorse, since the tiuce you have coo- 

dndad wilb FloiiOM tnuit affimi ypu warn 

leisure.'* . , 

.^Not a inioay buta batter llibig^; Ibeia 

Gouciuded a peace^** 

, ^Aya, a trotts or a paaeaMt UteiaBe 

(Ung J either will bo su^enUy dhort-UvoL'' , 
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of the enemy, that jou know liow aod wliea 
tins peace'wBi change to war?*. 
? " I am deep^read in nothing, my friend, but 
file ftotitfcd ttfld cbmgee of Italy ; add I hmm 
siififered by theui enough^-and mixed with them 
miAcieotly , to foresee iheir issue a long way oKp 
Fire and water wUl.make as Idndly coalmen 
8s Otielpb and Ghibeline, Biandii and Neri, 
Their interwtft are at war, and there&m »o 
itonst diey be. Btit why doJ-sajr to yoiiy 
who have every prospect of beii^ Imperial 
Vicar in Tuscany ; and think you that peace is 
^e pilot to that haven 

My dear Galeazzo, let us understand one 
flBaotber^ I am a^Ghibeiine, fiidtbful to-mj party 

' and the eaipcror^ and, if I thought there were 

a "fair chanced suppressing the Nerr, by the 

Holy Face of Lucca*, I would make a cru- 
fftvAs agssnst them, saeh as has not been seen 

in the world since the days of Saladio. Let the 

eaipeiw cmne to Italy, and staiedang^ oey be 

* Aportnntof CSmst^ stid tofaavebeea painted 

by Nicodemusi ■ - - • • • 

96 
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doMt butwbfGarry ooa^p^wftifim, which 

destroys the comuryt starves the peasaol^ 
while it hardly tabes 9^ florin from the coftra 
«f the ioreatine iM9cbaiU% or advances ua 
iM hseb nearer die goal we desife to reech i " 

Aod is tliin the end of dieamfi«o£ 
Qiumph and dorounon with which you entered 
)iU6ca three yeacs e^p ^ i ikad now that you 
have the government of that town of oranges 
ind leyAons^ the mi^My^ttm of your hfe is ao 
complishedi and you are ready to sleep upon. 
jsm ao^iaition, €%\liog yourself agreat mmi " 
^In trutli there is little time or place to 
sleep at Lucca. Bo jpou think that 1 abaU he 
idkiy while a dozen rebel castles hold out agauist 

iMwhich nuiat be subdued j JUet me ooofuar 

tjb^ firs^t I let me see no enemy for maii^ miles 

iDond; aodtben we witttidfcQCJBlaiince.'' 

. ^ ^ay^ oij iriexid^ ^pu mu&t leave nothing to. 

4e didiion cf chrcumataoceas n miie men 

fqrqs^ aqd provides for aU# Florence inust 
qi^ day be y oum } aiid youp prino^ Tuicaniii 
of Iialy^if. pm. ladll^ i^ve laws to us all* 
X(Q not atavT} ama0f 90 many propliedea ns 

* we have of Merhn and the rest, | isi^QUun to 
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fiHake 0^ moire ; and, like most others^ let its 
anMtnteemeifit oontribula tc^ its completiom 
My dear Castruccio, this is no child's {day ; 
fer fbieli botfi dor die nd cmr stake: put 

forth your hand, and you must win. In Lom- 
hMj* the GbibetiiMlk Hcm^} but, except 
Pisa^ and ;your Lucca, the Guelphs domine^ 
ihrbughoilt Tuscany. Biit this must not con« 
tinue; the Popes are out of Italy, and Romei 
become a mtte vetbgktf tx>bbers, is k blank in 
our account. Naples and Florence are our 
didy enMues; Hie emp^r mast conquer eitey 
and you the other* Let all your efforts tend to 
Ait; yo%i titk of yebtti eaisdes neaf hoecM^ 
xje, subdue those firsts that without dread you 
tasty hunt ddwti the Florentines ; let your wtA 
be 1^ a wind to drive all before it: at firsts it 
^ipill (Miofle^ coileding its ibrae m the hOfizon ; 
aM then it breaks forth sweeping every thing 
ritt^inHtiiH: fleiii^ must Ml befoieit— I 
sf^ear it shall , but give me your liand> your 
hMtk, CaatmeHo^ aiKl swear that you also will 
have it so/' 

^ V^ff by tlie Vir^iY ! I witt not be ba<^ 
ward ta ckMog^my part -to tafm the cubs of this 
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Wild Uomm: if Fbreoee erar can be nAam, 

she shall, and n^ay God's will aud your pro* 
pbeqr be ftiiaUed/' 

^ That is well,— At present you are at peace 
widi Ihem; bat it mvolbe epeeoe tbcroibp 
and out to iovigoraie tbem. You are freshly ea-^ 
tefed into your lordsbip, your tiMbontf iBtrnw^ 
p^eriiaps uustable; but form your troops, be a 
prince ataong yoiir own people, and tbn Ml 
upoD the^e eoemies of all princes. Ob 1 be- 
lieve me, gire op tlds did &shioMd name of 
cousui; it is taiuted by the idea of that whkb 
I a(bbor«-a oottHKuiwealth : malte yomadf A- 
priooc^ aad thesx so pure aud ardent a batred 
of Florence mill ame iii your mmd, lliat you* 

will not need my spurring to ride tbem to tbeur 
destruction. The contagioii of libeity it dan- 
gerous i-^tbe Ghibelines must fall. in Lucca^ if 
the Ou^pbs be not destroyed in Fkfenee* 
Tbink you, if your people aie aliow^.bnee ia», 
tercourse with this repubfic, that the plague of 
liberty will not spread to your slated For na 
quarantine will eradicate that spot, if once it 
baa entered tbe soul ; .ptote,>iebelbeiii will be 
formed against yoa j VIoiquq^, the watci^woid^ 
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the rallying pqint for all. Choose j for that 

ch<Mo ahoe li Jbft yott» to .<^ty> w 

depart ooce more to exile," > • * 

V Tliai6i ivaro the kMWWitb wbii:h Gal^ 

azzo awakened the liiieat dame in tt^ soul of 
Ctitmeob; a §tme, commif but not mlio- 

gui^^ed, and wlucb opw burued more iiercely 

timn mm. wmotm the dAttiuctma oC tba 

GuelphS) and iaterix^nable war to Fioreoce) 
attd-biLblQCKl flowed laom fMy, bik tym sboM 
brighter, his aoul was elevated to joj^ wheQ. he 
ifaoiiglit dull OM day faamlgbl be tto osftsler qf 
ikAt pi'oud city* . , 

^ lo tba meen iau» llie mnqumsk of Esle oc- 
cupied their attenUaa^ and Castruccio pre- 
^ofod far tUm makmmf to lbs btiiap of Feiu 
i:^a« He took no papers with him that might 
te dttngeKNMy if dbcovmd ; but, habiftiog hm^. 
self hke a merchant from Ancona^ and tak^ 
mek docimwwta at might eaahle bim to Mip* 
port thia charact^y he kft^vigo for Fenrm:i^ 
wlndi was about twenty nulet dutenl, and ei^ 
takig Ibal town at^ ten o'clock io the mornmg 
b^haatnoed^ u o gg ^nt iq w d Iqr tmy, to ibe epU 
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the mo&i^ benigo phy^ognomyi and sweety 

figure^ with ao air of digmty and benevolaic^ 

aiightly sliaded by his silver locks, aud his white 
beafd, tMiMnig to hk j^rdle, mcmMod ih6 
di^ty of his appearance* Castrucoq, who by 
Ms iniBKJOiifiQ nvilii the wovU liid lesfMcl wt* 
ways to honour wgBp approached him wi(h re- 
spectj md diidoaBd to Imi his rank and mis* 
sioD. The bishop replied : 

^ My Bcribfe loid, ll» mtqueaa liaa 
which I have long desired, in seodtng to me 
one to whom i may ttumst the important se* 
cfeV which i do not doubt wiU be the nieaiia 
of his re-establishment in his government. This 
mmmg my frtends will a s sem b l e at my palaoe ; 
with their counsel all shall he arranged, the' 
msaos diidosed to you by whaeh i piopoae to 
deliver Fcrraia into the hands of its lighUui 

priUCQ^ and tha diy fiaad for tha Mkimtic^ 

nient of the eaterprize." 

The bilhop nd Ckslmcrfa ciMtfaMiM ^ 

gether the whole day, both mutuaiiy deli^^i^ 
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Ui&y became as inlbmte in a few hours^ as in 

■ 

would have efiected. Castruccio had a great 
laiH hi theological iaomM^, ind tiie Mafaop^ 

as a maa of the wor4dj was 4e%hted with the 

ed through so mai>y acenes^ and visited so maiiy 
vaticnMi CMeiMmm i|uiekl7 MM baMwn 

theoi» so wdl did each seem to understand 

iuahop was .a Ghibehne ; but his msAmm w^e 
pm^^x Us^iadignaiifMi kt ikmiMmfAuh isf^km 
P«palcduj^ and his disapfurobatiiaiof tke lao* 
liiHi itti biMrli^riirii ap^MMA w liai iM0i> 
pwmb^' &oixi.a rcfAihhc^ attached hii» tyroii|^ 
to -IIm ibiB^otttik ^Hvtyy aflil liiosii ioidh^ wlto^ 
peacciiitty «ovar a {MMiple who k>ved 
tfieifiy wmtmi to Imb to swwMe the quiet of 

in the evenii^ the parusatis of die marquess 
of £ftto jattenliled at Iba ftpiifr^ipal jpsdMse to 
deUberale on their projects. Castrucdo was 

• ■ ^^^^^^^P^F^^^^W ^^^^^^^V^^^H^^^K V^^B^^H^^^^^^H ^^^^P^^^P ^^^I^^^^^^W^r ^^^^V wV^^^^^^P 

qordiajiity aad inspect by aM. '^^he assembly - 
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foniiitwrl <tf Dteriy ^ wkcie nobility of Fow . 
fiia^ciiibefiy iodeed Glub^iae:^, but there warn 

tioa oi J^rp4gn troQp% %bd iUe haughiUoesft 
fund tyriDny of> their govtnion* The ^jomn^ 
m^t UQ.w^ver was foripid^ble ; tliey posaeased 
tbe gates^ add the fertrm; Ibttr arawd piafd 

of Oliii»> ooold be acUMd bjr stistagem 

' Iti OQC spaiTlBMiK in wbi^b 

Ibe antmbiy sat, two women. Ooo was 
old, and d reiised in the fashion of an age gone 
by; «be waa.io black aft a widow; bar ml 
wab close and strait, trimmed with beads, and 
madaof black dolb; a blade vaU ooveced bar 
' bead^ and her capuchin thrown aside discovered 
the ycani atid wrinldta of .Ibe tcB^ 
It was iuipobbible to judge of tbe age, and hard- 
ly of tbe aea^ of tbe figure that sat betideber) 
for iier capuchin was wrapped closely round 
Mr toffttif iSMi tno oooa wawn ow Mr nos^ 
at abe aat,dlently^ turned away from tbe conh 
fmMMjf in inn OBisnR pan oi nie unnii* 

The bishop ati^gih addressed Castrucdot 
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,^Mj lord/' Im, "jou.flow possess tUe 

detttk <^ our plan, mod my pflicove. the 

caiit^ of our ioteatioD, a^d the eagerness of \ 

our dflttre to racaTe aMiii our ir» t «i^ • 

it alooe remains to shew jou the beeret en- 
ttuot of which 1 ifMiuBiy and to 

our attempt.** ' ' 

Thadd kd/i wbo bad baea bitberla mlmO^ 

sow turned quickly rounds and said : My 
brothflTy Beatnce ought to mme tho IbrHiiiaaa 
day on which we may undertake ihis work, 
Speak^ my chiU, and ssmy the holy Virgin 
spire your words r 

As aha apoke^ ahe dmrtr back tha^bood d 
jbar young companion ; and Castruccio gazed 
eo bar a»|iiiaila and aknaal dmaa baattljr. 
Uar deep hlack eyei, half conceakd by thair / 
haayy lidg» bar oomd Upa, and faea Kfraialil is ' 
iapafibect ^vaif the risuig colour that glciMved la 
bar afaaeka which, though bar complasioii waa 

were tij:iged by the auna of 
. Italy^ fonnad a pljctura auch aa Ouido haa 
ainca imagjuoed, whan he pa^^ted a Viifiu or 
an Ariadne, or wldcli ha oopiad from the life 
whan he painted tiie unfortunate Bcatii^^a 
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Gmd* Her jet hair fell ia waving luxuriance 
m^ hm mdk iml ■honliiw iKtloIr iMrifiiits 

ami a amaU silver plate v^as bouod by a while 
rilMiMl on her -foidMMl. Cafttmod6 oouM 
0Bl]r gaze for a aiouaent aa this lovely being; 
fbty tomkig a suppScaiing loA oil )ief agiul 
£nend^ she again drew the hood over her face^ 
itfmlApg in M kiwa tonii^ tfMft he wM ncn 
Aiatiiiguish the woiib she uttered ; tlie elder 
lidjr Miiri as ifMrpMer^ and smd : * Beatriee 
iotteats you uot to hx the day until tu-iuorrw^ 
and then she hopes^ by the grace of God and 
the Virgil^ to name such a oiie as^lviU being 
your enterpiize lo an happy issue/* 





■ 











I ^ edect tliese words would produce upon the 

of derision hover on the old man's lipj but he 
C laplaed: Jtettio; tty loid <3aM«M^ yv3% 

will accompany my sister, Madonna Marcb^* 
MtfMylo ll«r palace ;.ite l!ritt«i^^ 
the secret entrance, and acquaint you with 
liie nMBHi lijr wliidi yd* aarted 1^ ««M 
yoxx return with the marqueas Obizzo and his 
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Vlitt sMMnhijf InpdImb up ^ miOiMfiiociofbl* 

JU noipnioa* Hk hofto wm 'brought to the 
lioori tbegf moimtod tbeir while paUrey»» and 

'■Ibnidud by several esquires and pages carrying 
t a r cheaj arhv«d at a magpuficeot palace «km 
to the eastern gate of Ferrara. When they 
k9d mtered,.Madoooa Man^imana disxttissad 
Her servantSi and led Castruccio into a iMtt^ 
tmag ivitk tapestry, aad fiimnlied wUi tiw 
rich and heavy furniture of the age. She lifted 
aip the banging! ; aiady \vluie CaMiieeio «qp 

sported them, she pushed back a paanel in the 

iiaiiMinHy widiiODterqA » lom^^ark gasify} 

then, taking up a torch that lay within, and 

k« a iunp #lttdh huiigfrMi tbeoA- 

iog of the room^ she presented it to Beatrice, 
'fl^teg: ^ Do yott, nff cbttd, iii, and 

'jbad us the wajf, that success may attend our 

A small snow white hand and taper wrist 
iPigf ywtow JTOBi oeuiaiii ttte ea|WCmn | ana 

Beatrice silendy took the torch, and led the 

^i^lMg tha giHery, dmm immt ffigfati 

4>f stair% and Ihea along nuinerou^ vauhft 



oorridon^ wui] tbey aitived «l what.ap- 

pcared the ond of these subterraneous passages*, i 
^ You, my lord/' aaid the lady Marcheaany 

must help me." iShc [)omted to a large stoue^ 
vrhich Caatrucdo foUad awagr, and ditcovmd 
behind it a smallj low door. The ladv drew 
'iMck. tlie bolta, and bade Beatrice Ude the ^ 
iighty which she did, placing it within a kind 
.of rocess in the- paMige that •Qemed fivmed 
im the purpose of receiving it j the lady thea 
.<»peaed the door; and Caalrucdo^ amfOMig 
«4iut; found himself ill an open country, covered 
wtfa.hashes, and aarroundod by marshy \md, 
.at some diataoca froiA the atrong fortiticatiom 
.of the lowfi. Caatmccia aimted? ^ fWrwa 
jo%m I" he cried; and the old ia4y wiih a conn- 
,«Bmiice,exprerave of the greatest delight, tod : 

I iotreafcyot^ my lord, to lay my redpeetfiil 
-eubmisdoh and sealoue fidditgr at (be feet cf 
the marquess Obizzo; tell him the joy and 
rtrimnph that I feel, ill bring the homUenitlni* 
.inent of restoring, hm^ to hia sovereignty and 
•inheritance. Wlien you mention the name of 
.the vi^CQttotesa di Malvezai iia may distruat i 
my professions j since the vlscoun^ goy late ^ 



Uigiiizea by LiOOgle 



mj. But be is no more; and I have been 
hiwof^t to ft taw liwmlfirfgn of tfao wiH of 
God by this divine girl, this AndUa Dei, at ^ * « 

•btt b truly drilMly' wlK^ is Mot' upon mttk bc 

Ihe iostrucuoa and eiuuuple of iufieiiog ^^u^^ 

CUifttruccio ii&teaed with astonifthm^Qt; wbi^ 
tlie gifted dtniflel stood, ber ftee coimd luf 
her oowl^ aiMi iier aniM croftsed om her breMt : 
di0 '63m of llio old' bdy beasied with joy aiitf 
Itfide* I do not mikdj fulfil my co»imf«>' 
sion,'' she continued^ ^ ontiii I Imm twght ycm 
bow you may again discover this place* Do f 
you 'see tfaoie straggling tailowa fliat skirt thai 
ttaKaaotdrain, and wbicb, although they ap^^ 
pear to be widiOttt onder, are tbe clue by wbieb 
yoa will be guided thither i four miles distaol 
fioiii Ferrara, on the right-hand side of the 







m 


mi 



and a cypress, growing close together; suike 
from tlie toad at that point, aod fbUQW .tiie 

line of sallows, however they oiay lead, until 

you come to, that where tho Hse ^ai$m Yoa 



Uiyiiizea by Google 



mMfc IbfiA ibacIl ti^ft* dwfflM o£ tibs m^cili^ m,, 

aaeoabering to follow only those which are 
Imdand.by dwmCmjrclkBiWl nvhMi tt twify 
turn hav e a cross carved in a low stone on 
Ihrnr bnbi; tbat liM mUX, kad^jUNi i»lfa«rf 
aad wlU stop at.that cross>o£ wood which 
jom see half buried in Ihe tall grass ani- bufei* 
xuahes, unul thip door is. opened Sot jaV'^a- 
MOM.'' 

The viscouiiteBS dl Malvezzi. reported, 
iailriiotiooa.a sacood drat m.tto.iaiBe disliM* 
manner; and, finding that Gastruccio fully ap» 
pwihsiwjbd ti|BBn» aha Isd'tbo mji faad^ to^lm 
subterran^ passages^ and witb.<|uick stepa 
ibey regaified the>tft|>c»tried a|iBrlMiiiil> fiea# 
trice remained a moment behind to extinguisli 
lb« torch; and^ wimuhe. re-appoiid^ sheha^ 
thrown off her capuchm^ and shone in :tlie 
lif^t of has d»aw beautgr* Heic dt&m waa d 
^ finest \^dute woollen ; and. in fa&hioa itpar-« 

dr^peiy of the aptient; statuea: iiwaa confined 
^thtr.'mmt by a tiUmipfdle, and M abo«t 

har. figuEa ki thick and lich foUa^ a^oidaii 

• * • 
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•Iso the glossy ringlets of her hair j on the sil- 

wr pfaitt bound la her JimheMl Onlraaeit 

could distinguibh tlie words^ Andlla Dei. 

and the wide sleeves of her ve^t discovered her 
white and veined aim, wUch ihe tfaiew up tfi 
eager gesticulation as slie spoke : 

Mother, I pranised that tomomfw I 
would name the day for my sovereign's enter- 
pma; I kd die spirit connng Snt upon mt; 
let this noble gentleman iiifurm your revered 
timther, that tomorrow in th^ church of Si. 
Anna I shall speak to my countrymen, and in 
the nudst of the pec^)le of Femurateli in v«Ued 
words the moa)ent of their dehverancev" 

With a Ught step Beatrice gUded outof Ihe 
^oom, and the viscounteaai not regar^mg the 
surprize of Caslrucdo, said to lum ; ^ Fail 
not, lord, to convey the message of mj 
Beatrice to the biahop* God has been gra^* 
cious to us, in bestowing on us his visible 
Mstanoe through tiua aacred maiden, who 1^ 
h^ more than human beaut;, the eJU^eUence . 
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of her dispoaitiQQap aiicly tbove iiU, by b«r wii* 
dom beyond that of womoy and her jfiQfltim^ 
cm wfakb htm ever been fulfilled^ demon- 
litrate^ evea to the imbeUover aod ibo GentUe^ 
that she » ioipifad by tho grace and bvour of 
the bl^flfiod Viiigia«'' 
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A 

CHAPTER IL 

Parentage of Beatrice.^She U arreUed bjf 

the Inqumihn. 

* 

Til us disnnssed, Caslnicdo feUifuecl, bitmng 
With cuxioiity and admirauoo, to the bishop. 
He d^^red tba totmge wHh which he had ' 
hmk intrusted, aod tbm eagerly a»ked who 
this enchanting Beatrice really was, and if it 
were, true « that si^ was au angel descended 
upon earth for the 1>efieiit and salvation of 
mao. The hisho|> smiled. 

My lord/* he replied, so much have you 
won my canfidence and esteem^ that I am will* 
ing to satisfy your curiosity on this subject 
also. But you must recoUect> that nmther my 
sister, nor even the lovely girl lierself, knows* 
what i shall now reveal, and that I shalkteil it 
you under the ui05t solenin vow of secrecy/' 

Cattruccio readily promised discretion and 
sdence, and the bishop then related the foI« 
lowing partieoburst 

' ' VOL. II*' C 
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Have you never' heard of a heretic and 

most daogerous impostor, of the mme of Wil* 
helmina of Bohemia Tiua woman appeared 
first in Italy in the year 1289 : she took up 
her resideiM^ at Milan^ with a femde cooipa* 
nioQ, called Magfeeda* Qutus^diy pro£e»8mg 
the Catholic religion, and conforming in the . 
stricleal manner t(> iu nikfly she flom% f(^^ 
a sect, fuunded on the absurd and damnable 
baUe^ that she waatha Udgr Ghoetinatfiiata 

upon earth fur the saK atiujn of ihc icmaie sex, 

She giro Otti that ahe was tbe.da^gfatar of 

Coiiotance, queen of Bohemia j that, as the 

angel Gabriel baddeancnded to ammmce. the 

divine conception to. the bbaised Virgin, so the 
angel Raphael annovmoed to her mother the 
iocaniaUQa of tlie Holy Sphit in favour of the 
female aex; and that abet was^boca twelve 
mund\^ a&er Uus heavenly annuodaUon. Hec 
tenets wm intended entirely toaii|»raededboaa 
of our beloved Lord J e&ud^ and her friend Mag- 
fieda waa to be {Mtpeoay and to anceMdlo all 
the ^wer apd privileges of the Momao pon- 

* See Muratori^ Antkhmta^f{0^nej Isq, QQ^. 
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uSL WUbeliDiiia died in tbe ynr ISOAki the 

odour of sanctity, and was burled in tlie chuixh 

of Su PelBT at Milan : die had led ao bokj a 

life, and kept her beresj so profouud a secret, 
exoaqfU from ber own sect, that ahewaa&diow*^ 

ed as a baint, and even priests ttd dignitaries 
wrote lioniiUfli in pndae oi bar pialjy liar abe« 
taience, and modes^« 

*^ 1 was at Milan two yean after^ wim 
the Doowicaa inquisitors iirst di^Qvered this 
larking p6s6)enc8; and the terror and abcani<> 
naUon of the diBcmery filled the town mth 
horror. Magfreda, and her principal fbHonmr,' 
Axukoa Saraimilay were led U> prison; tbe 
otfier dwriplaa who dunw thmrndfas -on the' 
mercy ui the prieftUj beiog OMUin^iMied ta 
perform several pilgrimages, and give large 
alms to the church, were absolved. I had juit 
tlicn become a Padre, and filled the confes- 
sor's.cbair : I was ymm^fiiU of xaalp cdoquent 
in the cause of truth, and tainted by an entliu- 
sm&c bigotry against henetica and scbiama- 
tics. I ^readied with animaliun against \hh& 
new heresy ; it appeared to me eo impious, so 
absurd, satenificaU; wkked, (hat Lwas touched 

ca 
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"by an holy impulse as I declaimed against Jtsi 

foUowcis. Having thus disiaiguisheU myself^ 

tbe ftufacr ioquiaitortf intmled me to use my 

fervid arguments to persuade tlie ob^iiiiate 
Magfinda to recant Timj bad exhavtttcd 
every v^^on, and bad bad recourse even to 
torture^ io^coomt thiii woman AroaB ber damoa«» 
bie iuipieties ; but she with haughty insolence 
declared that she was in'Teadinen to perish in 
the ilamesy but Uiat her last breath should be 
spmtia tbe praise of ber divine mistrassi and; 
an exhortalicm to ht^r tormoitors to repent and 
bcfiare* 

^ I was filled with worldly vanity, and iao* 

^ied that iny learned sentences, my anathemas,- 
a0d eloquent emrciams could not tail of their 

desired cficct, and lliat by ihe aid of God and 

trutb I aliottld be covered with the glory ct 

success in this holy warfare. Thus secure, I 

was a * 

low, damp vault, where she had been cunfmed 
.fiir aevend wueki wtdiout eVM straw fm* her * 
bed. She was kneeling in one corner, praying 
ferrfotly, and for a momeot I stopped to coik » 
template a heretic, a nMuwter I Ivad never be<- 
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Jfore teen* Sb« was «d aged, vetpectebfe wo* 

diedress of aouQ^iUKl with aa appearr 
,aooe of sanctity aod modesty diat astounded 
me* Wben she perceived me, she rose, aaU 
said with a faint smile : ' Is'mv condemnaoon 
passe^li' or is a new sceoe of torture pre 
pared?' 

* Daughter/ I relied, ' 1 come indeed to 
torture, not your body, but your mind ; to 
torture it with a knowledge of itself ;^ to boU a 

liiijTor before il, vvliereiii you will contemplate 

.its biota and deformities^ of which by the grace 

jui tlic Virgin you may repeiil and be puriAed/ 

* f atfaeiy yott are ibe master^ I a skira^ 

and! am wiUiug to listen. But your benevo- 
lent countenance, so diifefent fiom' those to 
' -^wlucb I have been long accustojmed, fills me 
with such confidenoei that I dare hppe for 
your indulgence, when I intreat you to spare 
yourself a nsdess labour^ and to leaw in pence 
the last hours of my life. I know that I mubt 
die; and God and She know how wi^gl am 
toex^pira for Her justification, even in pain and 
1>liming: biit my spirit is worn, my padence, 
which I have cheri&hed with detei^uiual zeal. 



« 
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as the stcsred ilamc of iny leligion and tlie life 

' of my Imity now hffgm to wane; do not 

bring on my soul the sins of auger and iuU>* 
lennoe { ■ leave me to prayer, la repfintanoi^ 
and to, my hopes of again seeing my beloved 
mistreBa, there where there it no sorrow/ 

She spoke with dignity and mildiioss, so 
that I Mt my spirit aubdued ; and, although 
almost angry at the stubbornn^ of her im- 
pietjr, I followed her example in apeirinng with 
gentleness. Our conversation was long; and 
the more it continued, tiie mora my animadofi 
in the cause of truth, and zeal £or the coovep- 
aion of the heretic, increased. Far her man- 
ner was so sweet and winning, her wojpds so. 
eoffeyetfimi, that it lay Kke a lin on my heart 
that i could not save her hrom eternal coodem* 
nation. 

You did not know Her,' she cried, ^ you 
never saw my Wilhehnina. Ask* those who 
hate seen her, even tfaetulgar, whose eyes atte 
horn, and whose hearts are stone, whether. 

were not moted to love and charity, when 
she passed like an angel among them. She 
was more beautifal tlian aught human could 
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be ; more geatb^ modest and pious than any 
womw erar watf^ tfiough Am west ft flfttttt 
Then her words possessed a persuasion tbtt 
could not be resisled, and her ejresft fre, thtt 
betrayed even to the uaknowiog that the Hoiy 
Spirit lived widnn her. 

u i i> ather, you know oot what you ask^ when 
ym desire roe to lea^ ray finth in Di vtiritf » 
I have felt my soul prostrate itself beiore her ; 
the very blood that vivifies my heart has cried 
to me^ so tliaty if I bad been deaf, 1 must have 
heard, that she was more than human. In 
my dreams I have seen her arrayed in cftrine 
light; and even now the sacred radiance tliat 
announces ber presence fiUs my dungeon, and 

bids me for her sake submit with patience to 

«U- tbfil ye, lier eneniies; dm initct*' ' 

I repeat to you the mad words of Ma^- 

freda, that jrou may judge of tlie excess of 

sanity that possessed this unfortunate woman* 
•1 combated with tfie ei4l sjnrit within her for 
eight liours, but in vain; at length I was re^ 
tiling in despaur, when the calM <ne hij^fc* 
1 returned with a look of hope, and saw tiiat 
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s^he was weeping violeDtl^ an J bitterly* An I 
>pp(oaeb6d, she seiaed my hand, and kissed 
and pressed it to ber hearty and continued 
pDuring forth, as it were, a fountain of tears. 
I believed that she was iiow touched by true 
' repentance, and began to thank divine mercy,, 
v^beu she waved her haud impatieutly^ beck- 
oning me to be silent. By degrees she calm- 
ed her tears; but she was still agitated by pas- 
sion, as she said: Kneel, father, kneel, I io- 
treat you, and by the cross you wear swear 
secrecy. Alas! if I die, another must perish 
With me, one whom 1 have vowed to protect, 
ona whom I love far,-— far beyond my own 

She paused, andeavouriog to overcome tho 
tears, that, in spite of herself, she shed : I 
comforted her, and pronounced the desired 
. oath, whan she became calmer. * Jf atbert you 

are good, benign and charitable ; and I do be- 
fieve that She has manifested Her wiU in send- 

ing you to me in aiy distress j you, who are 

so unlike the wolves and harj^ that have of 

lale beset me. There is a child — Uer child ; 



* 

Digitized by 



# • 

% 

Ch. II«3 VALP£E6A« SS 

~-but, fadiery bclbre I reveal (urther/ pfomtse 
me, »wear to ooe^ that sbe shall be adacated in 

iaith and not in yours/ 
« I was indignaat at this proposal, and sakl 
angrily : * Woman, think you that I will sacri- 
fice the soul of an io&ot to your monstroas 
iinbellef aad vicious obstinacy \ I am a servant 
of the iiord Jesus, aodj bdie%'e me, I will ^ 
never discredit my holy calling/' 

Must it be so^ she cried; <yet grant me 
a few moments to resolve/ 

She knelt down, and prayed lerveody fbt 
a long time ; and then arose with a smiiiug 
aspect, saymg : < Father, yoa wish to conwrt 
roe; methinksat this moment 1 could convert 
you, if indeed faith did not Mitie ftom Gad, 
and not from tlie human will. She has re* 
vealed Her will to voip, and by Her coannand I 
now coohde to you, the Ueasure oi my souL 

< Two years before the death of WilbeU 
mina, sha had a child. I cannot tell you who 

the feth*^r of this child ; for, although I be- 
lieved that bar cooceptioQ partook of the dsn» 
nity, she never confirmed my failh, ur said 

aught against it: but widi her heavenly soule 

c5 

* 4 
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-V 

bade 4Baie wait ualU tba hoar of kaowlodgs 

sliould anive. 1 aloue knew of tiie birth of 
tbis infant ; and it has ever been under my 
caie; it was brought up in a cottage five 
imlea hence by a good womaD^ who knew not 
to whom it beluiiged; and I visited it dailvy 
guing wilh wonder on its beauty 'and intel* 
Jigenoe. 

After its tnrth Wilhelmina never saw it. 

Slie alwajfs refudad to visit the cottage, or to 
have it brought to her, but would sit for hottrH 
and libtt^n to my descriptions and praises. I . 
have ever befieved that tfns separation, what- 
ever was its cause, shortened the iite of niy 
divine mistsress ; for she pined, and waiiti and 

faded like a flower unwatersd by iia dews of 

heaven. Tlie last words slie uttered, were to 

recoBunend her infiint to my care. I hatPefoi-* 

filled luy task, and now, by her command, de- 
livsr up my ohaiige to you* 

^ A year ago die nurse of the child died ; 
and I took her secretly to iny own home, and 
• tended her, and preserved her as her niutiier 
had commanded. Ho love can equal mine 
for the divinity, her mother ; it is a biuning 
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affiiction, u adoTftdon, which no words can 
express shaii never see her more^ imtU we 
meet in heaven^ but I submit with patience to 
the will of God, - 

When I lieard that Andrea Saramitaand 
our other disciples were tatai, i wa^ Onm^ 

ported with tenor for the fate of this infant. 

I expected every mooieiit to hear the steps oC 

the blood-hounds on the stairs^ to seize me, and 
discover iMs 6ower of parttkBse, vAuch I chm^ 
risbed thus secretly. When suddenly a though 
an inspiration^ came over me, and I died 
aloud, Better are the wild beast of the forest, and 
the tempests of heaven, even when Ibey tkaSst 
us most; better are plague and famine, than 
man hunting after prey ! So I took tbeiaftmt 
in my arms^ a small purse of gold, and a bi^ 
of such pnMifioiis as I bad ioAr house; and; 
it being already dark, I hastened from .Milan 
to the forest tfiat skirts tbiB road to Como : I 
walked fasty and in twofaotirs anived'ainiY 
goal. I knew' that one afficteil wMi lepftisjf* 

* *Thirdiseasew8»th€D0SiDinanmitaly« The person 
affected widii^wssaesttstomed to retire and d«414a 
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iived ia the defptii of tba fomt, a miaetabte 

wretch, who with hib wooden spoon and plat- 
ter^ coUacted aim at the road aide. Thither L 
weat feaiiebbiy ^ — mistake me not ; this maa 
i» not my dntciph^ he had mver aeeo aoebe* 
foiej but 1 koew not whether the biood- 
hM9tm wfra acqnatmpd with the eziat»oe of 

tlie divioe child, this 1 knew, that they would 
not dare seek her in^ a leper's dwelUiig. I 
^dreaded not the contagion ; for is not her m(h 
tktraiauuilthemttat$iMieatfenf 

* I wandered long among the tangled path^ 
of the wood^ ere I could diacover his hut; the - 
babe slept^ cherished near my heart, which 
bled with anguish* To me id all the world 
ihmi ejusted but this Utile creature ; the earth 
i0stned to redl under me ; yet still I felt her 
wat m breath upon juy bosom« and heard the 
' regular bewiQg of her gentle bmst Atloigth 



a cave in a forest, from whence he resorted to the 
roadrfikk, and wiih beating a wooden spoon upon a 
platter, demanded alms ef travelien, which, when 
fhey wete'f^^hf^ to a convenient distance, be came 

and took Irom a stone u^on vvnich it was to be depo- 
silsd, * , 
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1 found thexayem of the leper: it wa» i^alf* 
built in the eanhy hili i^aiost wbkh it rested, 
aod half of the boughs of trees plaisiered with 
mudy which wA« faardeoed in the auti ; bhMd^^ 
dilapidated^ aod filthy ^ it was wome than a 
manger for the motpdM of my poor innoctet. 

* 1 he wretched possessor ot this sty slept 
OD fast miserable straw as I entered. I roused 
bim, put gold iuto his haad^ aiKl| plapu^g ibod 
befeie him, I said-— ^-Protect this chiU^ end 
God will reward you* jteed itf wash it, aod 
above all keep it from the sight of man : deli- 
v«r it not except to one who may come to 
for it in the name of the Holy Wilhelmina. In 
eoe. mouth I hope to return £or i% and will re^ 
-ward you as you have obeyed my charge.-— I 
thm, with a heart bursting wiih agonal em* 
braced the daughter of my Wilhelmina for the 
Inaltune: I blest bar, end tove ngraetf nwey. 

I have now been five weeks imnrisoQed. ^ 

nnd I Ap|Md kst the ie|m shottid bntfi dmu 

her from his abode. Will you uot^.f^ther^ 
I^resem and bye this cbikij ' 

^'The discourse of Magireda moved 

strsi^y* I a wond«> e jitf, an excesa 
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of GommiseraUon, 1 couki not express : but 
kissing the ettm I wov^ I s«d ? ' lAsten to 
unhappy woman, wlale I .wear never to-de. 

sert this innocent ; and may God so help me^ 
as I keep my faith!' 

Magfreda poured forth warm and joyful 
thaoksi tbeo^ with a hea^vy heart, I recom* 

liiended her to the meicy of God, and left her 
dtmgsoiu 

As soon as I could tear myself froili'tU - 
qfMlkM mad cfattdkh cutmsity of ike inqutsi^ 

tors, I liastened to the place tlmt Magfreda had 

i«ficalid» lo liia tuxBttk^'ffijr'Miul, I ooiy 

thought of the daoger of tlie lovely babe in the 

hands of 4ns outeast-oP mo aad ttHkare. I 

was possessed with a passionate sense of pityj^ 
which I cMocit'iMm aa^a, but fer whi6h I 
do xK>t feproacb myself; at length, about four 
ndlci ftoos thtt Idwn^'t'hsaiit ^Hb aEKtnd af .tbt 
bcs^^r s^ he 'Struck his platter with his spooa 
hi' tahsB'a^Us-watils, aad«I IW H S fl i ^ saidflFfiMaa^ 
the road to seek him. At that moflieDt the 
njpmt of God aldiast-ikseHetf 
nwcome by •fear-*— ^theiear oi disease^ sad a 
nameless horror at the expectation of meetii^ 
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OM wIknh all itrboioKiBio life hid dteerteiii 

but I made ibe sign of the cro&s^ aad approach<f 

6d« Tfae wrstdi was Mated luuier a troa aa^ 

ing some crusts of bread; m^i>eiable^ iiltbj^ 
defarmedy h» mattad hair hoag over bb^gfoi 
aad his ragged beard half cooceaied the lower 
part of bbvijKiga; jet therift was to eeon a 
lavage eye, and ao a{^earance of brutal fero-» 
catyi thalatiBOst ataggerad «ia» I jnade.a sign 
tkat he should not approach^ and be dropped 
m Ills itm», and began to gabUe §MiieMmim^ 
6a tb|it Abe word4bat God bim^ bad spokem 
seemed the. jargon of the devil. I stopt at 

^medil»tacioe &ai»biav: ' Mriog mm,' I cned, 
^to the child who was confided to you in the 
name of W4lbalaikia of Bahenaai^/ 

"The wretch, who had almost forgotten hu-^ 

mm Bpeacb^ jiila|iedi um and lad Ibe way 

among the. tallied underwood, along savage 

patbsi QvargRMmwitfitai^bariMi^ b»t 

strewn widi stones, till wfi came to his misera- 

btoiiii^i^ ktw, :darii, aqpMJykl den, wUcb I 
dared ^ .ettter; * Bring ma the child/*— i 
cnad* 

Ob i it was a wo&d sigh^ aiKi one wlucb 
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■ 

to dflitb i tbaU renembftr^ to see Ihii chM, 

this moiuiog ^tar of beuuty and eiiceeding 
brightness, with eyesthtmng with jay, rosy lips 
loeked iato the softest sanity her glossy hair 
4tiewn upon her lovdy suMck, her whole form 
^wing with tiie roseate hues of hie^ led by th^ 
leper, from faia hut ; hit body wrapt in a ragged 
blanket Im gfisaiy hair atretched atiffly out^ end 
hu.pnwo and IcthMme beyond wonk 
ta <}oacadbe. Tiie lovely aogei took her, hand 
from Im, and Goaung up to me, said : ' Take 
me to maounai kad me £roai (hia ugly place 
to mother/ 

^ This wee Bealsice^ and. need I aay how 

miich 1 have ever loved this hapless girl, and 
cherished her^ and tried ta save her from the 

fate to which hei JesUiiy has harried her? - 

^ I reloiMd taHilaD, and £Miiyt Uutt ut thft 

morning, while I had been absent^ Magh eda 
had been buroty and her asbea scattered to the 
wuids^ so that I had become this poor babe'a 
only gimrdian. X piaoed bar. under the care 
of a pensioner ot the church in thfi neighbour- 
hood of Milan ; and whm'I was promoted to 
the see of f ecrara^ I brought her with fue^ and 
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intreated my sister to receive her, and cherish 1 
her as her own. The lovely little being won 5 
all hearts, and jNIarchesana soon became at- 
tached to her with maternal fondness. She t 
was educated in the Holy Catholic faith ; and 
I hoped that, untainted by her mother's errors, 
she would lead an unblamed and |>eaceful life, 
unmarked and unknown ; God has or4ered it ^ 
other\vise. . i . ^i. . 

" Beatrice was always an extraordinary child. 
When only six and seven years of age, she 
would sit alone for hours, silently contempla- 
ting ; and, when I asked her of what she 
thought, she would weep, and passionately de- 
sire me not to ask her. As she grew older, \ 
her imagination developed; she would sing^ 
extempore hymns with wild, sweet melody, 
and she seemed to dwell with all her soul on 
the mysteries of our religion ; she then became 
communicative, and told me how for hours she , 
meditated upon the works of nature, and the. 
goodness of God, till she was filled with a sen- 
timent that overwhelmed and oppressed her, , 
so that she could only weep and sigh. She * 
intreated me to unfold to her all I knew, and 

■ ' . • ■ 'I 

■ \ 
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to leach her lo read in the aftcred book of our 

religion. 

I WW (wtM, that her IgnorftDce tad en* 4 

thusiasm might lead her astraji sioce^ in her 
MGOuntB of her meditatkms^ she often said 
things of Goci and the angels tliat were here- 
tical; and I hoped that a knowledge of the | 
truth would calm her mind, and lead her to a 
saner devoticm* But my labours had a cod* 
trary efiect ; the more she heard^ and the more 
she rnd, dieimnre she gave herself up to con- 
templation and sohtude^ and to what I cannot 
help coBsideiing the wild dreams ef her knsi- 
ginaJtioo« It seemed to me as if her mother^ 
soul haddeseendGftl intl» he? ; !^ul4ibaty n^lflled 
by the true hithf she had escaped ihe daoi- 
nable'heresies of that iRriia|i{^ woman, fihe 
.delighted to read^ and pretended to ^plain the 
prophecies of fte sacred writings, and the mo- 
dem onea of Jderiio^ the abbot Jioachim fmd 
Meihodios : beside these ^tudies^ she 
wooderfuUy £EUiuhar with «U vulgar siiperstf^ 
titions, holy trees and fountains, lucky and un- 
I ludcy days, and ah the A\bf b^iefii that jug^lm 
and impostors encourage for tiieir own profit. 



Uiyiiizeu by LiOOglc 



Cii« If.] rAWm/k, 45 

At leugth she began to prophesy \ some of hir 

I»roph«cies mve intoipig tB d as crae^ and mtm 

that time her fame has beea ijpread through 
Femm. Her fattowM am nutneiKiM) md 
mj poor sister is the first of her disciples : Bea- 
trice horsdf 19 wrapt up in Miaf of bar 
own exalted nature, and really thinks herself 
liie AncUla Dti, the chiMeii iMael into whiek 
Ofod lias, poured a portion of bis spmt she 
|»reache^7 she propbesiesy abe sings ettempoi% 
"hymns^ and entirely f uliiihug the part of Dinma 
JBMsfMi ^9 sli6 passas iMny hottfs of aadi day 
in sohtary meditation^ or rathar in draaoiSy to 
<v^hich her active magiimlion f|lv«s a reality 
and life which confirm her in bar saistakas. • 
' ^l!lius, ray lord, I have mealed tha birth 

1 I I « I ■ I I T n 

^ lliese inspired women £rst appeared in Italy after 
the twelfth centuiyi and have continued evten until 
our own days. After giving an account of theb pre- 
tensions, Muratori gravely observes, " We may piously 
believe that some were difKingubhed by supematiind 
gifts, and admitted to the secrets of heaven; but we 
maf^jasdy SittpeiBt ibift Ae soarae ai maay af tbsb^ 

tevdatioiis, was their ardent uaagiualioii, filled with 

idMS of latigM-sAd fisqri 



of dns OTtmordkwrf pri, wbichr U \inluio«m to 
mery poe eke* Why X have doue this I caa 
hardly tdl; for I hafe done it witix>ui preme- 
(kyuioo or i(»r6»AttUt. But I am glad that yoa 
Jtnow the truth ; for you seem humane and ge- 
MTous; and i wiati to secure another protector 
for my poor Beatrice^ if I were to die^ and abe 
feU into aa; mufortum or disgrace." 

Ca^u uccio and the good bishop passed al- 
most tbe wiioia ooovenatioo conoem^ 

iug this wonderful creature ^ and, vviien llic con- 

aul retired to rest, be coukl not sleeps while tlie 
.Jieaut^' of lieatrice was i>rest?Dt to hisses, and 
her ftrange inrth and fxtunea to bis memory. 
In .the mOrtiing he went to the^church of St. 
ibUM : maa^ ms performed» but be looked in 
vain for the prophetess ; — yet, when the ser- 
vice was fitkisbed^ and the people assembled in 
the porch of the church, she appeared aiuong 
them with her aged protectress at her side. 
She wore her capuchin of light blue i»ilk, but 
her oowl was thrown backhand ber eyes, black 
as the darkness which succeeds a niidnigiu 
flash of ligbtningr fiill and soft as tbe shy anUe* 
lope'sy gleamed wiUi prophetic fisfi. 
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She 9]Myke ; her wordii flowed with fich and 

|)6r»uaftive eloquence, aod her eoergeUc but 
gfiMMiul action added force to berexpreBtMMM/ 
Sbe reproached the people far lukewarm iailh, 
cardees eMtbneid, and a want of ftrro«ir in 
lbeju»t cause, ihat slamped tbew a» the slaves 
of fe r etg neiB and grants. Her discourse was 
« long and continued, with die same flow ol^ 
words and unabated fervour : her musical voice 
fiUedtheair; and the deep silence and atlentmi 
of her numerous audiiors added to the solem- 

of the eeesie« Eveiy eye was fixed oq bar, * 

—every couulenauce changed as hers changed ; 
,tLqr wept, diey snnled, and at last beeuie 
transported by her promises of the good that 
MP as suddenly tr> arise^ aod of the jey that %voukl 
dien await the constant of heart;— when, as 
diis enthusiasm was at tta heif^ some Domi* 
nican inquisitors came forward, surrounded 
her, and declared her their prisoner. • Until 
that moaient Castruccio had observed her 
only^»i«-herflaBlimg eyes and animated maooBr; 
the SQules and then li^e tears, ibaty as the sun*> > 
shin^wS doode tif an Afiril cby, sueoeeded' 
each Qiber on the heaven of her couateDance* 
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Bali wbea ite jaqiubiu^& aui[ifouiukd her, her 
voiee wm wlent, and the mufee'defiMneiioe of 
the nmU\t4H^ wa^no momm «AU hecaina cla- 

il^our and confiision ; screams^ vociferation, 
fyifittoUona and cursea i^unt torn civcarjr 
tongue;— they declared that the prophetess, 
tim AmiU^ JOH should mt be Uira^roia iheov 
— ^hewas no heretic, — of what crime had she 
been guUly l-rXhe ioquisilora had mlb. tbwi a 
guai'd of Gascon soldiers, and this inflamed tlie 

imiitttiida atUt Morat \iwm ylain tiia4 hermd* 

liereace to the party of tlie marquess Obiz2o>p 
stfid lbs fHK^riiecj of bii iMtamtion wore her 
Qidjr crimeat The noise of her arr^ ^read 
througli the ttmiv' end aM Eerrm fleob^ 
ed u> the church o£ St« Anna; the ccowd, 
timspc»rtod wicb lege^ aeamed prepmd to 
scue the prisoner, who, silent aiKl cesig^ed^ 
stood es one uneoneenfiad in the emmeled 
scene* The peopie armetl theo^selves with 
stones, atieka, knives, and ejoea; the inquisitorr 
sfntfor a frinfiiMiciiment of Ga^oog UoojiSy and * 
every tteig appeared te menace violence, and 
^5K>iiihedj when oee vif thr 'prirelifi atfiQQmMed * 
to take tlie hand of Beatrice as if to lead her . 
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away; ihe lookadalUmmtb a steady gkmmy 
aod be df6w harkj w h ^i^ ftbs irna^ifi a sif^ asif 
about to apei^ and the niuMtiida koilied 

thfiinaal v£a Lq sunA wbs% aa AtilL a& wiian 

a liuiy swarm of bees, buzzing and flying 

round their queenj who is the mistress of th^ 
motiooa* 

She said, I appeal to the bishop/* 

<^ 4o tbo bittho|i^-«^a the goodhiihop; 

he id just, — tak^ her to hiin^««the shall decide 

tbacttiiia^' 

. Th^ iiK^u^itors were prepared to resist this 
api>eat; hot the will oC the p a op l e bacamiia 
torrent not, to be steuimed by th^^ and it 
hurried them away* They led the prophstesa 
to the epscopal palace^ surrounded by the 
GUmcod aotfiheryy aad-folkiwed by an iaMPewe 
inuiuuide^ which rent the.sky with Uie^ories of 
their anger and despair* 

bishop, reqei;!^ the appeal with deep 
s(m*aw« Biwtriee stood b^owa hiai» her ewns 
faEoaae4 cva.her breas^ ^ea caat, down; 
but on herfim^ although die gspdest modesty 
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kHikod iutrepid, aa if she rdied not ou her 
own strength, b«t tm ihnt <rf miother. The in- 
qukitRm aceuted her of beiog an impoitor^ « 

misleader of tlie people, a dangerous and wick- ! 
«d entbuaiaft^ whom the pemtmce and solitude | 

of a cloister must cure of her extravagant I 

dreams. Tbej talked long md load, iifiiiitNH>- 

i upted either by the judge or the prisoner, al- 
tiioiigb the lady Maicheeena who stood near 
could not always restrain her indignation. 

At ienglh they were Akmt; and Beatrioo 
spoke : " You call me an impostor, — ^prove it I 
I shriilk from no trial, I fear no danger or loiw , 
tore, — I appeal to tlie Judgement of God,' — ' 
on that I rest the tmiii or ftdsehood of my mie- 
sion.** 

She looked aroond her widi herflashing eyes 
and giowing cheeks ; she was ali lovebnesa, all 
softness; yet- there was a spirit witlmi ha*, 
which elevated her above, aiUiough it mingled ' 
with the fenunioe defieacy of her mmd and \ 
manners, and which inspired ail who saw bet 
with reverence and tencbmess* But a small 
part of the multitude bad found their lyay into i 
the hall of the bishop's palace j bu t these could ^ 
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no longer co^Uua tbemseh es ; the Judg^ne^U 

giiiations^ as a strange and tremeDdou^ my- 
atBiy» dial ucilid thw Mn^ dMir pity, and 
their adiniratioo : they cried^ ^* God can alone 
ittdhiftofllufti kttbelmlbcnadel'' andtfiair 

w^^v^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^w ^^^^^^^^^ w ^^^^^^ ^^^w^^v ^Mi^w^i^^v ^M^^^^ vv^^^^M^^^v^^ V vnn^^F^pp ^v^^^p^nv 

screams overpowered every other sound. The 
tiMpiittton joiood ni Ibe damour, vhiBtlMr la 
conseat or duie&t it vm& 
guisb; aft length tbaaombacaoiecilBMW^ 
the hishop interposed mUd vou^e^ but vaio« 
ly^M-the ioquitttoiB repealai 4e laords, im- 
poaUNri hfareuc I madwojoaw! aod Baa t rk a 
dwdainfiilly fcAiiad aS eomfmition* It was 
finally agcaed;! that abe should be coufijoad £or 
that night in the conTaot of St. Anaa, and on 
^nf i fuUowu)^ ijaoratf^y under the ^fc^M^pl cfft ft oi 
the monks of the adjoining nionasteryy should 
uodergo the /»2||»».«>< G«i, to p«>. 
nounced guilty or innocent as that should de- 
dara. 

Bolli the inquisitors and Beatrice retired in 

aacaurilar and lniiiii|^ fcUowed by 4be mi}^ 

tude^ who were careless of the dismay but too 
niainlT nfintfd an tha £uai of munhfilaii*! 

VOL. lis © 
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friends. The lady Marchesana was in dread- 
ful igiUitioo^ flttctxiRlsng faetw€6u her ftMi in . 

the supernatural powers of Beatrice, and her 
dnwul lest the trial riipuM bring rain upon her ! 
she wept, she laughed, she was in a state ap- 
inDachf ng to mmdness ; until her brother, bid- 
ding her confide in God, soothed her to resig- 
nfttion and some degree of confidence. She 
tlieo retired to pray, leaving the bishop and 
('astniccio overwheUned with pity, horror, and 
indignation* 

Then the old nvan for the first time gave 
vent to his sorrow ** Ill-&ted wtim i head* 
strong, foolish girl ! what arc thy prophecies 
nowf thy mspimttons and dmne aidr alas! 

alas! tlie hand of God is upon thee, bora In 
an evil day of a guilty and impious mother! 
lliswratli wraps thee as a cloud, and thou art 
consumed beneath it ;~niy Icm is as bitter 

ashes, — my hopes arc extinct;— oh, tliat 1 hud 
died before this day ! 

Casu uccio was at first too much confounded 
te> oflfer consolation ; hot, when he spoke, and- 

bade his fnend not despair, the bishop rephed : 

^'My lord, she has woo my whole souif and 

■ « > 

« 

» 
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all my dRdiom; why tliis 19^ I know not;— 
is the not beautijiii i and sbe ia as good as she 
is beautiful. She calls me father, and loves 
me with the tenderness of a chUd ; daj and 
night I have offered up my prayers to God, 
notfit^'vUton her the inns of her mother ;~ 
for her sake I have fasted and pi ayed,— but ail 
ii f«ifi, and she must perish/' ^ 
Not so, father ; say not ' th^it so tovdy a 
being shall perish under the fangs of these cruel 
hell-hounds. Do not, I earnestly intreat you, 
despair : flight ! ilight is her only safety ; fa- 
ther, you have authority, and must save her, 
I will talce chsBTge of her, when she has quitted 
the walls of the convent^ and I v\^ill place her ia 
safe and' honourable guatdiansbi^* Let her 
fly,— *by the sun in heaven she shall escape ! ** 
The bisbop remained silept for sonde time ; 
the same .ardent blood did not warm his veins^ 
which bcMled'in tfiose of Caiftruccio! he saw 
all the difficulties ; he feared for the success of 
their scheme ; but he resolved to make the at- 
tempt. ^ You are right/' said he; ^flight is 
her only safety : yet it will be rather a rape, 
thaa a flight ; for willingly she will never con- 

Did 



sent to des«t|tw high ckmmcp&c she hm ckmm 

to 9s&\mQ^ Did joi^ not mwrk im ij^umfi^ 
tribveo the JodgOMDlof Ond wm agreed Mpoo^ 
Mfi^ Wild fill !— Iiet iqe con gi dgr QMt {ilwt 
lilid wei^ oiir pomw^ Tim mUbcai » m 
Guelpb^ but the ajb^bpt of t)i^ \uiitir^iwn»|i 
tery it ft OhiMine ; besides the edieti ef iim 
church DKOQouoce p grn T'^ tffmfftetH?Bf ftf 
God's justice. I will exert myself; w4 
may be wv«d*'' 

When night closed in, tliese two anxious 
fiiefids, idow mi wiiiit up fkua oiMf^^ 
hastened to d^e iiiouasLjei}. C^^strupcio re- 
luaioed in tbe patlour ; mm) tb^ |ml«l0 fDMv 
ed tlie interior of the convent. He reoiained 
two hours I white C#»tniccio^ fiill of ii^ximgrt 
cpntinued alone in the jparlpur^ which liOtuked 

00 ao interior court widim plgaa jk> cidl off 

his attention, in silent and anxious e^p^tatiQU% 
He thoi^t of tho fama^ of die prophten^ 

her animation and numberless gracee^ until he 

almost bdieved in tbe diranqr of her Mssioa'C 

but he shuddered with horror^ when lie r^fiepted 
upon her danger, that her ifory feet dKMAl4 
press tUe burning iroa^ tha^ if ^he sh? 
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would fall on the hot metal, and expire in mi* | 
mK% tile {MTMII^ ito tfoeimcti, aekMoa- ^ | 

stituted distributors of God^a judtice^ would J 
jing fajrotaB ^ ttiimoyh over her timiineljr eiSmI 
faiseiyjle fate;— he Ml tears gather in hi* * * \ 

iqM» i«k he would htra chmiled hiflMtf faf j 
her sa&ty« At length the bishop reap^ared^ I 
and tbij aikntljF tottfMd ft> Ite 

" Well ! where is she ? were the first 
words of Castmocio. 

^ Safe I hope, I trust that I shall not be de- 
cmYed. I endeavoured to move the abbot to 
let her escape ; I would have gone to the ab- 
beeSy whose consent I must have obtained, and 
have used all the infiueoce mj station would 
have given me with her; but the abbot stop- 
ped me ; — ^he assured me that he would take 
i;aie that do harm bdel the devoted vic^; 
he begged me not to ask an explanation ;-— that 
ha and bis monks had the charge of the pfe* 
paradon iior the Judgement, and that much was 
in tiieir power again and again heassuied me 
that she ^ouid receive no injury. 

I do nm bke tUs she must be protected 
by falaehood and perjury, a lying and blasphe* 
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mous mockery of the name of God. Tlic ab* 

bot» who WM a aenrjwit of Uie PdpM at iLtw 

guuii, laughs at my bci uplcs; auti I <im obhged 
to yield. Sbe will be s«ved»taxl God, i hope^ 
will parduu our iiumaa weaknesses. Let the 
iiD lie oa tbe aouk of diofle Uood-boimds, who 

would pursue to destiucUou the loveliest ciea- 

tare that bieatfaes opoa avtfi. 



4 



Diyiiizeu by LiOOgle 



Cli. III.] 



VALPERGA. 



55 



CHAPTER III. 

Judgement of Gad^Revohttkn of Ferrara^ 

TUK old man was gloomy and depressed ; he 
retired early to piaycr. Castruccio had not 
alept tbe preceding nighty and be felt bis eyes 
weighed down, akhougli in iiilad he \va:i agi- 
tated and resUeas ; he slept some houi's, start- 
ing from feverish dreams, in which Eiahana.sia 
and poor Beatrice^ alike in danger, alike weep* 
iljg and imploring his aid, filled him with ago- 
njm He was awaked befme day-break by tbe 
bisiiop's servant ; he repaired to the bed-cham- 
ber of the prelate^ who was ntting on a couch, 
with haggard looks^ and eyes red and inilamed 
with watching* 

My dear lord," cried the bishop, " I pray 
you pardon me that I disturb your rest; I 
cannot aleep. In two hours this ceremony — 
tiiia mocfcery be^oa. Z sbafi not be there j k 



be c oam not my chartcter to be pmeot at 

s>uch temptations of God's justice : this is my 
ezcuae. But I could not go ; 1 should die if I 
were to behold Beatrice bound aud sufferiog. 
Yet, do you gOp and come quickly back to td' 
me of her success ; — go, and see, if the abbot 
keeps his wordj and if ever I shall behold my 
child again/* ^ 

Caatruccio eademvouied to eomde fm un* 
happy frieiui; but the strong afieclioa and 
fears of the good man would listen io no com* 
fiof t* <^ Let her be saved^'" lie saidp and k am 
coDlent; but this doubt, this pause of bomd 
expecUUoa, is more than X can bear; I loum 
her more than father evar la>n»l a child, and 
she was mine by evefy tie|r-I £sel my very 
life»8trii^ crack, someAaea I am apprdiensive 
XshaU die in the ^ony of doubt i go^ go, my 
dearest lord, go and fetim qiuckly, if ynu love 
meP' 

The bell of the church now began to toll, and 
announoed that tbemonks were occupied in the 

prajers that were to precede the ceremony ; 
Castruccio hurried to the scene. It was to 

t^e place ia a large si^uare uf Ferrai a^ under 
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AwMif ^ftd iddoro ibo^^ftt^^ of ttw mijiniteffy (p 
lilt oww tiif wboM MOidn Ibe JkidgemMt 

every aveoue choked up by the multitiide^ wd 
tkg hnuMf^tniMf ffiymrfii with Bennla ■ i«flB aii 
towers, whence the square could only appeat 

expectation^ He join^ a few nobles who 
wem adnitltcii tbnM^ thfrpnbot e£ i1^im» 

nasy^ry > he passed the sacred precmctS| he 

weca praying, wliUe high uias^ \va« p^fui^iB^ 

fM dbuibiUied as a pledge* of tbffir tmtk* 
Tibft — iiMgiM|Ml ^ baav« knt an&iI 

aceoe the houses, the mndpwa oi the mena^ 

by peoj^ ; some dinging ^ the poatSy and. to 

beraneea of atone^ tl)e> huagt tbefei. ae^ tbef 
eiODd mmt^ ▲ large pwief the mpmm. Iwi ' 
been railed off ia a seaiicircle round the^door 
tlianiMaliv^ oiilridaL dbpa. Ibe^ pcpple 
were ado^itted, while it was guajpdpd. eo tte 

»5 



ixm^ by Gaicoa sokUfiCB, that wuh^ drawn: 
nrordB kept in awe the eager spectators, w liose 
fiiry of h o peaadfeaiy apinwcbed mtdnm: tbair 
voices? it is Hue were still, for the solemn toll- 
tngof the beU itriicd&themmth iweyWd-^^ 
theoi| as the roiir ut ihc lion in the forest si- 
faoonlbetiiittdhafid; buithotr bocWciiiiiiHif-; 

dfii were in perpetual motiou ^ .soint; ioaaied at 
Iho motttb^ and otbengsB^ with oatiMciMd 
oecJiSi and eyes starting from their sockets. 

Wtlkni tbit indoeim one |itf t wm aaeigmdk 
for the Dominican brothers, who,^ their black 
litiifttff and nod cttwi ea y al an 0irly Immut ocscwn 
{Mfod their seats, which were raised one above 
anothtr in tfae foim of a smaD amplutheativ ; 
an^th^r part was assigned to some of the no- 
Uoa of iMtth ieoDBa, the s^^ctalofs of tUa ptiaona 
sceoe» Within X h ' }^ inclosure was another siuaU 
one^claHato tliagalaoftfanaKmaitay; tt had 
two corresponding entrances, Mar one of which 
m kirge croaa was moted, and near «be odwr 
& wiute standard with tiie words, jignaa^ Dm 
embvoidiirad m it« ThbincloBim'wMiitfiMt 
;ain|ifc|^, oaiGapt that in one coj»«r a pik^ 
Wtbeap^d« . " " ' . 
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llaif an hour passed in trenxendou^ cxi)eo 
tttioD t CastmeinD frit rick with dread ; the' 
heavy and monotonous tolimg of the bell struck 
en hk %ou\, his bead adied, hn heart sunk 
within him# At length tlie gates of the mo- 
Msteiy were thrown open, and a nttmber of 
monks came forward in procession^ carrying 
YightB, and chaunting hymns. They sainted 
the cross, and tlien ranged themseh es round 
the outride of the inner inckwure ; after a pause * 
of few momentSi another party came out with 
Beatrice in the midst of them ; she was wrapt 
in her capucbini the cowl drawn over her face ; 
the crowd spoke not as she appeared, but a 
wound, as of the holbw north*wind^among the- 
mighty trees of a sca-likc forest, rose Ironi 

inibng tbem ; an awiiili deep and nameless 

"breath, a sigh of many hearts j she was led to 
the croBS, and *kneh down silendy before it, 

while tlie brothers continued to chaunt alter- 

* 

Mteiy the staves of a mdancholy hymn; 

Then came forth a third party of monies ; 
they bore ptoughsfaares and torches, mattocks 
and oUier instruments, that again spread a 
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groaa of faomr dmm^ tte awiltitttii. Tkt 

pyre was lighted ; the shares throwa in wsBnoOff 
iIm bUmg i»o6d I wfaUtoAgriooiito UM Pgi iwy 
the &oU pf the iodosure with their niflttocl^ 
foniuag nz fiamrar% Hvo ImI AMmtone ftom 

^^^pw ' ^^^^p^^^^^^" ^^^^^Wf ^i^^^m^b #v^^i^^^B "VvV^R^ 

«l«t for » im OBBHtii, biyp igWi to toD, in. 
aigaal for the cemnony to b^in* At the mo^ 
i^Mod of ibit vwAm BefA^^ dqpMf 
off ber cayiKihio ; abe waadraitia|kihartv«6l 
of Uick atiii^ fMtMed lit the mdn mib % 
gjpdk oi rupe^ it was without iImv^ aad htf 
fiuk«il arms wm crossed on her breast ; her 

Kli^W anH Riikeii hair was ^Ait^unaA qq hAr 
shoulders; her teet, whiter than monumental 
ifUMrbl^ wer^ baio. She did sol ooticii thf 
crowd about her, but prayed fervently : ||tff 
cheaii; waapakt MM^MbmoHdi mim 
her face and person there was aaiadebciibaUle 

quitum of timdityt wi^ 

aid of a superior power. Oof of the 

bound hef arosp and tied m womf 9m W I 

eyes: tlie sharesj^ white with their e^c^^ve 

htt*p imte dr%m ftoai ^ 
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fixed them ia the furrows ; the earth seemed to 

Thm tlie barrier of the eatrance to tlie in- 

it at the oppo^te enJ^ anU one of them with «k 

Uce of God, bade her advance* Every heai t 

ble pity, would have tiartcdfuivv ard to save her, 
bill acMDft fine hild Jym faMk& iiL a ulcir 

meal, befo^'e th^ beating of h^ait^ 

tMimi bujpMdftw Imtk bocroc wt* eonr 

V^rtied to joy ^ud v^oi^ier. Be^s^trke^ e^ 



9Yfrth^ buriupg tbtre^ with a. quick light step, 
luiee3, uttering au ^^^lamaUoQ of tbank3givir)g 

iipokea ; thiq^ werct followed bji a loog^ud deaiV 
MiDff ahoot of liMUMh Ami Ihs swMlNdiL' 
whii«i4 1^ maoifeated Ua joy as wUdiy, aa 
^bey httfl^ jBp^w^ii^jr ^aa^wminiA ^ha^r ])ity 
mA iodigfiitfiiilN They were no loi^. to be 
ceii^md Iff ^jpuCop if th i it ila «nm » ifr 
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wm' biokea through aod ikstroyad ; 4he ioqui* 

sitors hftd slunk ftway ; md theGasooD troops 

* • • • 

gaUc^p^ oflTrom the ground. 
- Immediately on the completion of her task^ 
Beatrice bad been untxHiod^ and her capuchia 
was thrown over her; the noble ladies who 
were present crowded round her; »be was 
silent and collected ; licr colour indeed was" 
heig^teDed by her intanal agitatba, and her 
Umbs trembled with the exertion of her forti* 
tttde; but she commanded her ceaotenaaee 
and spirilb^ and at least wore tlie appearance 

of serenity. Sbe received the ccMigraliikmoin 

and respectful salutation of her friends with 
affbclionatecordialfty; whife tbe air resounded 
with the triumpliant Tt Deum of the monks, 
and the people pmsed aveundy ewedy bot joyu 
ful. They endeavoured to touch the garment 
of the newlji deefawed saint $ mothers brouglit 
her tiieir idck children; the unhappy intreated 
for her prayers ; and, howeter bashful and iui» 
willing^ she was obliged to bestow her blessing 
on all around* Suddenly a p r oc es si on of nuns 
came forth from the garden-gate of the con- 
Vent} eom^ with tixor knigm^y and sinj^' 
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ing thttiif Mymte^ th6^Mliv60fllded 'Bettfendc^ siK^ 

led her^ attended b^^ the other ladies in com- 
pany, ta their doasiers, whani her maternal* 
fnend the viscountess Marchesana waited to 
dMp her ID her aim. ' ' * 

Castrucciohad aheady returned to the bishop; 
yet 'fae^CTine not so quickly, but l)iat the news 
of tlie success of his Beatrice, passing from 
mouth to month, had reached him. His firsif 
emotions were joy, gratitude, and wonder 
Imt these Bobstded^ and the good oldf man kneel- 
ed humiliated, trembling and {penitent, when 
he conndeied that God^s name had been catled 
on in vain, that hk consecrated servants were 
perjuMd, and that falsehood was firmly esta- 
bliibed,oaft>iiindations where truth alone ought 
t»'iiiNt. Heliatened to the account of Castmc- 
ck> with interrupted exclamations and tears ; 
ahd when it Was ended he exdainied, ^ Thtv 
the most mi&erabie— ti)e happiest day of my 

in the eveoing the palace of the prelate was 
crofvded hy his friends, who, 'knowing' the iiv 
tai^t he-toicdc in Beatrice, came to congratu^ 

latt^ hiai Qn her victory, and tO express their 
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delight tbltCkidiwidtfaou^t dwIi Uwwi worthy 
ja;ful, but fuU of abaim^ Uftlcne4 m sitonce to 
tions of the morning's 8C«b€»; his beart \va9 

pleasure at the triumph of fgil^^hood ; and, 

^Ulw%>t^ m maimih^ hImkL OKI llM^ A bfaii^ 

. spread i^elf over his aged cheekaw 

light| and the lofvdy !^<^^t|lc^ l^tudhh^^ undj^r 
Itfc nfiT^t iifiiiii*TTi hniMTiiiM iMrii MlMiftdi iIm 

l^a^l^l^^^^^^d roMad th^p(9fjy#^l%lp^4ng hn 

^^^■^^P ^^^^^ ^WW^^^'^^F^^ ^^^^^•▼•W^ 

p;iQd^at;i half nbashed, yet b^U^ving hi h^ lij^t 
tA thir r i r ii'f ii ra v£ h«r li i iii i iMiini nimii ill 

Cwy ri y. f i fr noti (b^liat of hor wosr 

ihippei^; dm M f| i H i i »i d id hiiiillv 

IMi^btf eyes, gpi||rl4ing withtb^ Ug^^t of triumph, 
l^owing, her graceful per^^ clothed in hev 

Ijl^tUE^s ^Y«f WW ^ l^f^tifi^^ 
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After the crowd of visitors had retired^ a few 
of ibo iaiiiittlft -fiMHb Willi faraMd itemMcil 

of the bishop i einauied ; the lady Marchesaaa 
invitfid iktm imiMJiitiiij t» adopt ionie plan 
ioK the QiUraace of tfieu: piioce iato thci cuy{ 

ciiild, whea I say diis; pardon saiody 
Baatfice, that I call yon thus* U U twaet to 
ipe to iaocy that you are my daughter, aMidOgli 
I am much uaworthy of anck aofaU^ andjfoa 
aia the ofispring of heaveo alone/* 

BtaUiftiB Vknari 4ia haad of faer imoliiMt 
Sn&od with ceapect and gratitude ; the hishop 
was much troubled at biasiMrVaapcwaMXi; 
the remembrance of her heretic mother, and 
Us pritoa-MMM vitk MagM% was MIId 
bis recoUectioiv and be looked up to beavei^ as 
if«aadiGod«>paadfl»iM% aadtoamtlhv 

masu « 

One of the noblea pieasot aal^id the emmd . 
maidea, to naaia the daf ivbeo the prmos 
should enter the town. She sssd iu a gsntla 
V€kc% t <^ My loidft, the lioiir of videry ia at 
band; the J^opesyiadefip^of thaurda^«ba¥a 
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deserted their sacred city, have rdiuquished 
thdr lawful ntle^ and would now artiMfBh 
tjranDy among — ^it will not be. Four 
4^jB heDoe» on the evong of Monday, wo' 
ihaU receive our sovereign^ aad oo the follow- 
ing morning his banner wiU b^unfiulodon tho 
battlements of this cit^*'' 

On Mraday/' cried a noble, " my heart 
misgives me; miethmks it ia an .Egyptian day ; 
hat no one a calendar 7 

^ It is an .^irvutian dav.'' ^ynlaim^ Bea- 
trice, with vivacity ; " but the adverse aspect 
of the atara fails on our adversaries ; lor us thora 
i^i joy and vicloiy." 

Monday is an early day/' said Castruodo ; 

but as the holy Beatrice commands, so shall 
it be. Andy my bonoored kid, i ahall leave 

you at day-break to-moiiovv. 1 shall not see 

you again, difine propfaatess, until i coom wilb. 

your prince, lu assert his right. I pray you tliei e- 

fim to bless my aims, and canse, that I may 

be doubly valiant^ approved by one whom 

heaven hat sent as/' 

Casiruccio kneeled to the beautiful ^ri; be 
leohed up at her Ivith his eideoieyes^his pea^ 
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sioa-ibrQaeU Uysj aod <;;^aiMaiaoc6 of fraak wad 
aobto beauty ; sA^ hbjMng plaoed hm^ 
on bis iav€Q hak^ aod aaid^ May God blm 

wad prosper thee and thy cause ! ^ ^Tb^^ 

beckooiog her i^ad k)md^ sbe $ikoUy saiiUed 
the ootopany, and withdrew, abashed, con- 
fiiaed, but ber beart beaUng with a xiew aad 
strange sense of pleasure. 

Tbo plan for the eairaoce of tbe marquess 
was now arranged. On the night of the fourth 
of August was. to pata h»gi> Scuro^ and bail 
with bis troops, at the path which led to the 
secret e&traoce i(> the Malveaei, palace« The 
marquess, Castruccio, and a small party were 
to mter ^ boM^ of .tbe Miscotiiiless.; aod 
Galeazzo to lead the greater part of the re* 
^madfBS to tbe g)ifces idf -tbo \miO by ^•ti^eiJi; 
tjie following morning ; a part was to remain 
as a corps de reserve, if the small esoori of the 
mai i^uess should piove insufficient to force the 
operaig of the gdleSy and the entrap of Ga^* 

leazzo* 111 that case tlii.s muic numeroub troop 
was teenier the dltj tbioiigh the houas of (fa0 

vi^cpuatei>s^ and.briug tlie uecebsary succour 

10 thesr pnaoeb 
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€io> wearied by the events of the day, AMJgUiri 

relaxation from the powerful exciUiineiits they 

tuck ^1 allectioaate leave of the good old pre« 

fidelity aiid attachment to his prince. 

Tte dttwo of diij bcMA GMtnieiw 00 Ite 
road to llovigo* The wkfe plido of Lonibai^f 
ovrolMi to Hfi Qockr Iho ti^ng toil. It waa m 
f O Ki i u laorniog ^ the cloudy ouatt tlMtt settled 
iDo flQrWPDy looaifoa tno foawva gimwa of 
&e rismg sun, and the soft clouds of gold and 
pink iIhiI oiMtlid fata appdoiMiea io tho only 
would have pictured forth to a Grecian eye 



the Hours threw back aa PlMbufi entered upoi^ 
Ma dhnrnal paA» 

And does the beauteous prophetesa aotk 
harlMror to ImImiU iko gkiffhis of ike omm? 
Beatriee is on the d^ym of the palacei OOd 
it ia Ma Aal ker ajm «»a dk o t oal wmM 
the naiog sun ; but there ia a casque wfaiak 
ilaihrt oadaf its fint fyit **** ! a koNMtoi ^olio 
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gallops awd|}^ (rom Fw9dr% whotie iqm 
MM itaia to jMilwM when Joe annin 

bar cteik upon her hMid. and. loit ia OMdilfe 
tioii* fthfi. juost imfi^rt'tinAt^- niifitalrffl for Aba 
ioapimtiom of Heaven the wild reveries of 
]rQUt)i and bve : but her Wrt waft hid^iea 
avaa finom benelf by a veil she did nc^ eivea 
KvjAh ta throw aufle. JShe ^ gfintljy egMAledi 
but bafipy ; a kind of Etysian happiness, that 
ifieaLhied ^ rhaniip wiahfid ouhr tox a. 
cure elerDity of what it was. 

iQafitrucuo waa haiiad with joy by bia 
friends at Rovigo ; and, when the intelligence hq 
waaheard^ ^ary vgica waa bujur-in 
ccM?gratulation, every b^d in preparation. The 
irt^Wakt^ awaiilari th^ awtiUiiia. in furbiahiiiff Ihaii 
^wsj aiid securing the various joints a^d fast* 

fOM^ of their heavy anaour^ ii^ kx)kiiv tba| 

the trusty blade of tlie avvojd was well fixed in 

A« wirtmtiwiL in nnlrf tina the ttoilflit jairma. 

and VI attending to all tlie other equipments 
of war; while ^ fmt bandaiif the bidiiBa pa^ 

pared the &cari% which« tied over the h^Ui 

tfacir teii^aAiy waidd premre them fiom avaiy 
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wound. Mo thought of danger tiiil dfl«thy«^ 

thi« was to be ratkear a tournaaieuti wbereitt 
with Munted lances thejf fflied isrm eorereign ty ; 
and the idea of the Fope, and of .tbeir prie^ 
ndden opponents end their foreign guards cK" 
cited derisioQ alone. 

The sun set on the fourth day; an* the troopt 
of the marquess Obizzo to the number of four 
hundred were drawn out* before the gates oC 
Rorigo. The expedition was ordered as it 
had been arranged ; and in the depth of night 
the viscottntesBy opening the low door of her 
secret entrance, found the marquess, Castruc- 
ctOy and dieir followers^ wiiting-m silence round 
the bhort half-buried cross on the marshy moor. 
A few whispered words of recogniticm hanug 
been spoken, she led them along her galleries, 
and up the staircase to die infaabited rooms of 
the palace, hfting up the tapestry of the first 

■ 

apartment; Castrucckxhd not agmn know die 

old, neglected chamber with its decaying fur- 
niture* It was hung with silk, festooned with 
flowers, and Ughted by a hundred wax lights; 
ft table was spread with wines, and fruifts, and 
• sweetmeats, and other more su bstantial refresh- 
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ments j several couches also were placed round 
iht room km the cotkfeBumot of those wiie 

wished to repose. 

The fiicountieBswilfecoanly grace wdcoi^ 

the marquess to her palace. My lord," she 
sttdy far a few hour* 700 muat to inifimao* 

ed iu this apartmeut; 1 have endeavoured to 

4)eeor«teyot]rpc*vdiai9eoQ to'die bestof my 

power, and indeed shall ever hold this room 

honcRifed; ttoce it vSSxriM rafiige and protect 

tiuo to my sovereign." 

The old lady recei?ed the manfnett's hearts 
felt thanks, and then retired satisfiedi to recount 
to Beatrice the anivitl of her guests^ and the 
whispered enquiry, of Castruccio concerning 
the health of the propheteis. But^ althouga 
1^ hud gilt their cage, the hours passed hea-* 
vily to the impriioiied chiefs ; tbey watched 
the stars as Uiey stiU burned brightly in tlie sky, 
and ahnott utteiwl a ciy of joy when they first 
perceived tiiem, one by one, fading in the morn- 
ing light. At ienflh iim steps of men were 
heard about the streets ; and the horses which 
tbcf btflfof^ had {AwMed far thcf troop cam 
the door of the palace. Tlie trawphog of theae 



Tf 



horseb as tliey vvcic led to their defttia^UaOf 
Vihen the strange knights mouDted them, and 

adfMood in itMr pito m d m ahag tibg rtrafets, 

dtt crowd ii^creased^ and the xmoe of ihc^ 

gazed in woiider. At lei^tb, when tJie tn>op 

they put tb^ liocies to the gallopi and raisiiJi^ 

calling on the people toj(4ll tbeo^ and invoking 
downM to tbo ioraigD tjmiitii a bittd of ci- 
tizens^ who hi^ been alr^a^jr fvepared, obeyed 
tbtt minTOooa, and ttMjr wm foUovrad by 
cithars, who espoused the party of tba pfiOM 
in thnr hearts ^ joyfully mM Ua tmtpn^ 
tion, * 

Tba tranqiliiig of tha ateiid% lha claah of I 

arms, as the iuugbU struck their shieids with 
their apean^ Ifao wlu^orf of tha troops, aod the 
vivas oi the Qmrd, awoke the pafMki goveraor^ 
who caliod out tba Qwoon aoMiery. But it 

waatDokte; tUe.marqiioia reacbad (he gala 
of the town, put tha a a mioals to flight, and ad- 

muted GakHuao kto tho ; Um^joimdby 
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idl the nobility of Fmaraf he rode towards 
die paka of ibe gavmm» The Oncon 
were drawtt up iii tlie great square of the town^ 
but tliey were unable ta withstand the fiiet on- 
set of Obizzo's party ; they fled, and shut them* 
•elves op m Castel Tealdo, tfie fortress of tbft 
towoy where they were at least safe from sud* 
den attack. The marquess drew his troops 
around, and threw up his works to prevent 
their egress ; and, leaving to his principal cap- 
tain the care of the siege» returned to his pa- 
lace to receive the congratulations of his de- 
lighted subjects. 

Now joy was the order of the day ; the Ita- ' 
fianst who had been intrusted with the chaili^ 

of some of the gates of the town, brought the 

keys to the feet of their sorerdgn; theodiers 

fVere broken openj every magistrate broug^ht 

in his resignatiofiy.and. many of them petitions 

for mercy ; and lying traitors, vv ho assured hiiu 
that their faith had never been broken^ crowd**' 
od to the presence-chamber* His throne was 
erected in the great square, covered with tlie 

richestdoth, and surmounted by a magniiiceni 

canopy; the troops, were marriiaUed bafeni 

VOL. II. £ 
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bim^ the standards bixnight luad lowered to his 
f^t. A depination of the noUeflt <50titito md 
kfiights of Ferraia wees sent to mbv<9 Ibo 
caroccio * to the throne of the prince. They 
ivent to the cadiedral; the monks led it 

forth, adorned with its splendid trappings and 

standards, die gdd cross and white tkag of td» 

fopes waving above all. They yoked to it 

four beautiful dove cdoui^ 

ihey cast rich trapfpings of scarlet clcth ; and 
iSkeh, to die sontuid of trumpets, stirrounded bjr 
the knights, and followed by a procession of 
priests singing a Te Deum, it was drawn to the^ 
square before the throne of ObJ^zo ; then with 
i triumphant flourish, tbestandard of the Pope 
was lowered, and that of the bouse of Est© 
i^ised to its andent eminence. FestHittes- 



* The Caroccio was introduced after the tenth cen- 
tury* It was a laiige car, pafaited red, adorned with 
liuiiierous standards, tlie spoils of vanquiished enemiti^, 
and surmounted by the banner ofthecmttfaiwe to which 
it betongfed; Tt mide a considerable figtire in the" 
wars of jb rederic Barbarossa. Its loss was an indsli^ 
Uedi^grdx%,fliiditseapteefliegraatet4iftriii<^^ . 
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of every kind fottowcd tiiis joyful ereoky tri* 
mnphant fesdviUes, untaraished with bloody 
for few of the sulyects <tf the marqueat were 

hostile to his return^ and these either went into 
Totuntary exile, or joined the refugees in Cas- 
tel Tealdot 
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CHAPTER IV* 

... f' 

C ASTRUCCIO was no iimctive partdrer ib tiik 
busy 8ceoe« But, after the combat wa» fiaiab- 
ed, and he perceived that Obizzo waa en- 
gag^ ia acts ot peaceful aoveraga^ aioBey be 

hastened to the palace of the bishop ; for he 
was puofoUy surpriaed in not satt^g him amoBf 

the nobles who waited on tl^i prince. Ite 

did man was Ul : he bad been dmdfuUjr ^pi- 

tat(^d by tlie scenes of the preceding days, and 
bis health for a wbiW sunk tioder iu GasUtiCo 
cio was introduced inlo his cbaoiberi where 
he lay peace6ili^ deeping on a magnificent 
couch^ bis adopted child, the lovely Xieatrice, 
watching before him, wbo^ wben she behekl 
Castrucciq, blushed deeply, while, in spite oC 
every eflSHt,»a smileof ddtglit spread itself orar 
hei expressive countenance. 

He is not very iU^"abe said in a low forn^ 
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has left him entirely ; he is weak^ but recover- ' 

ii^;. He rieqps sweetly now : look at him; 

et his reverend grey hairs strewn over his naked 

MnpIeB; kiok at hit ^es, tmikeii with age^ 

j0t^ when open^ beaming with benevolence 

and aflactioo ; look what a gende inule there 

is upon bis pale hps; there he sleeps^ afitx> 

tioD^ beoevotoioe^ natcfaiew vifftney and ex* 

ceUii^ wisdoo), aU cradled by the baby Sleep ; ; 

i bate been oontemplalhig' fakn tor toon tbain * 

aa hour; he draws his breath as x^ularly as 

a deeping infittit who has socked its fiii» and 

his heart heaves slowly, hot calnaly* It is a 

heavenly siglit la look on the repose of this 

good old iBan; it calms wild passion, and 

sheds Ham fiesh dew of bealfhfel meditation 

.over the strai^ reveries of youth." 

She spoke in a whisper ; bat her counte- 
aaoce was all animation^ The old man nK>v» 
ed ; and, pressing lier finger on her lips, she 
pwosed. Beatrioey my chiUy'' he said, ^ 1 
have slept long and soundly, and feel quite 
wett; Who is that s t range r i does be brii^s 
news from thQ marcj^uess? Aye, I remember 
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tbia b die day^— -I am strangely ccnafused^ I > 

fore I fliepit'' 

U FftllMr, it kmy loiii OailniCGio^ wbo/«fler 

^lUQg reiaartated our priace m his sov^e^ty^ 
vlnU your $ick ^amhcr/' 

Caatruccio romainfid aeveral hourg convene 
ing with the bishop ; he gai^elnm an mcouiiI 
of the aclaoa of tlie moimngy aod Bealiice Ua^ 
ened with her whole soul in her eyes ; yet, at» 
tQD^ve M abe ma to Ibe oanratiODy she wMthh 

ed with sweet earnestness her sick friend, turn- 

iog bar kiolai£roiii ham to Ike ftc^mated Am of 

Castruccio; and againi as she crept near 
«dopllv« htimtf idle edjuatfed aoiAe fiinow^ Or 

performed some little oiEce tiiat marked hef 

Mmeal obaemudon. 

How beautiful she is thought Castruc- 
ckv ^ Md ivbftt wiU booomir of her 
his eyes on the silver plate on her forehead. 
^< Yea^ahe h^AmHiaOeif a natdan vomd 
to God and chastity ; yet lier eyes seem pM0- 
trated laitb love ; ikit ehangefiil and bioomttig 
coloui's of her face^ her forniy wliich is all tiiat 
Tmugmtiliaa can coneaife of parfact, appear 
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aot like ibdse of A doifiteced turn. Ak i 3^ 
trice^ if you would be sacved to your God^ yoa 
ought to hi(m your surpastt^g lovelmess with 
^ck veih, behind treble grates. But »h© 
a propbotesa; w m e t bigg mcNrejtbau h^a^.^ 
a character unapproachable even in thought.** 

TbuA Castrucctf) tnoU lo diceutiM^le hU 
perplexed thoughts^ still looking on ^ maiden^ 
who^ MMMmix lattiM her eY6»» aad xsoettw 
his which were fixed on her silver j>late, bliish- 
•ed wea till the tips of lier fiogara haciisea 
rosy red ^ and theOi complaining m ^n hesi- 
MKigTOioe, Ifaal Ae plute huit hmbax^, the 
untied it ; while her silken hair^ no longer^ con- 
oaJMroQCK. 

7hii9 flmiy hours passed^ and when at length 
lliB prophetess fotiMdli it was ^ofem&iiiL u m # 
-tation^ and tiioughts burning withpassioDy xeo-^ 
^deMd stiH move dMgeitios 'from 4iarMli«f ih 
the divine nature all that suggested itself to 
her mind. She prayed to .Ike Vk^^ to in- 
spire her ; aad^ «^n gmag herself up to^ss- 
▼eriei 'She-fwvis a -rabde web^ ^f9tK)oe<ttialcrads 
she believed heavenly^ but which weie indeed 
stolen firom the glowing wiiigs of love • Kneel* 
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iiig, her eyM retted to betiPM, the Mt tb* 

Mine commouoQ m ber soul, whicb she bad 
felt befere, end bed rocogoised ee dBvtne h»pi» 
latioo^ she lelt the same uncoatrolable trane* 
port end buret of imagiiiative visioiiy whicb 
she believed to flow immediately from the i»- 
▼isible rey of beaveiwiemed prophecy. Site 
fell ber 80ul| as it were, iade away, and incoc^ 
porate itself with another and a dinner spiriti 
which whispered truth and k&owledge to ber 
liiind, and then slowly receding, left her human 
ii^ure, agitated, joyful, and exhausted ; 
ibes^vwere her dreams^— ^alas ! to her they 
woeieabties. 

The following morning she again met Cas- 
trucdo io tiie chamber of the bishop. Sb* 
DOW kx>ked upon him fearlessly ^ and, if the 

virgin modes^ of her nature had not witliheid 

her, her words would have been as frank as 
•she imooeiitly believed tbem to be itsspind^ 
But, although she was silent, her looks told 
that she was changed* Her manner the day 
befi»:e had been soft, concentrated, and retir* 
ing; now she was uncoostrained; her ijses 
sparided, and a joyous expression dwelt in 
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. every feature* Her n^a'^P^*' toward s he r g u ar-- 
diao ynm mdmnng, nor wu the afibctiooale 
modulation of her voice different when she ad- 
dranttd his guesl: Cattmcdo ttarled to bear 
it. It remioded him of tiie accents of Eutha- 
mmttf whdm for • wfaib he bad fe f go ttep ; 
and| looking at Beatrice, he thought, tiow 
lovdy she and yet how uoUke!^ 

iSeverai days passed thus ; Beatrice became 
cQibarrMaed; it seemed asif she wished to 
speak to Castruccio, and yet dared not : when 
she a|ipfoacfaed. Am Utished, and agaia drew 
back, and would again seek him, but again 
wnly. She had framed die mode of her ad* 
diess, conned and leoonned the words she 
.should say ; bttt^ when an oppc^ni^ occur- 
led to utter theo^her voice iailed her, the me- 
.amvy of uribat she was about to uttw* deserted 
her, and it was not until the approach of a 
third person took finom ho* the fMMsibility of 
speakingp that speech a|piin returned, and the 
lost occasion was uselessly lamented* At 
Aight she sought the oounsels of heaven, and 
gave herself up to her accustomed extasies; 

thaj always toU har the same things unti^ to 

£ 5 



ber bewildered and untamed nuad it seea^ 
Mif the ngmt tlmtiiid po w m aw hm, repi> 
nu u ldtd her hautation, ber little trust in tbe 
pronoMof faetvcDy mmI her NivolMioe totals 
low the path it pointed out* 
^ Smriy, oh ! eotaet oerteiBly/' ^ th0iight^ 
thus 1 am commanded by the Power who 
has so ofteD nemded his wiU to new Ces I 
peaeli ate his hidden designs i ma 1 do more 
than eMCule Ms deeroes? did I not feel ikmf 
when with prophetic traospcnrt I loretoid di- 
stant eronts that mv^j came to pass? when I 
foresaw yet aiar the death of i jOrenzQ, that 
lovely child blooming in health, when every 
OOB oalled me a fislse propbetf And yet he 
died. And now, the marquess's return ? nay, 
am Itiot appitMFed by heaven? did I not ea- 

cape from the malice of my enemies through 
its nireGukHis imerpositioa j 0h ! J wiU no 

longer scan with presumptuous argument, pur- 
poses that are ruled byntghtier hands than 

mine ; I will resign myself to tlxe guidance of 

irinthas ever cendeetsd me irigbty and liiadi 

now points out the path to happiness.'*' 

neMtiBDiiiieg^ her^heaha flipslMl^.hsr 
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>^^bed cU>w% iFi^aiblii^ aud ^abashed, 
the eoQghl Gailrticeio. It is impoMUftt^t 
there s^i&iUd Aiiol tav^e been much tipdc mess 
u.lw mjniwir .towMiki -IhM •lately gid; -I^Br 
iu&tQQff bar slraqge romMt^-Qonteiupla- 
Am land impttliasy ^msd <lbe TgMM; latitfiflfQy 
wjuch .bad -arisea belween tbain^ were suffi- 
.^tet &Mkis« Jfle BDgaw tod'btriialao'aa a «uq ; 
.40cl.|bi» ii2}ad^ ibua r^^p^t 4q *1ke 

ma0n»-0ffhk^4iAiffe38^ ftiiM^ fearad sol to 

WilMIMiiitfill^fi I Wbiip a^ tlua Aekn\£M tUlM^ ]t 

gave< lUGi election and iimBlial'toiietO'bifiKideas 

motion with interest. She now approached ; 
and be said playfoUy ; W^hara i» ^mmtif-f 
praphetess ? art thou no longer ^the Maiden of 
.Qmdf for mm» 4mf% thaudiaafc^oaai wiM^4jaB 

.hallowed diadem." 

disiiii^^^ditfromjQQy^bcow; I will give it you ; 

■secret. asi^afice of tbe viacouotess^s pal^.- 
4BhyiqjilMiaa wmnfay aha Aed^labida iMr Amtiir 

ai.kg bla^bfis. ia aolUude^tami .dgaiJi U> ^ the 
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ittloadcaUiiii riniiiArinn thMt kd htf on lo 

CailruGcio cane. If tl were ia Ihiami 
' vifikM ^ fMMl tte invllMOB of IIm angelic ^rl^ 
his was not the mmdy auicUy diaciplkied to 
right) tfitf^mrimng Mid jwkras of Hi tmn m* 
yogatf^ tbat abouki thus waigh ks actioiWy and 
move only as approved by conscience. He 
waa frank sod Doble IB ^oMniier; hbrnitiife 
was generous ; and, though there lurked in his 
heart the gfitm of ovil-^beaiing Um, it wm 
'AS yet undeveloped and inanimated ; aiul, in 

obcyipg the tiaaamoaaof Beattioa, be paipM a lj 

gave himself up tu tlie &Uuag e^^citeinents of 
cmmPf and ^wonder. 

He went again and again. When the si* 
leftt nighl waa apraad over ewy tbin^ miA 
Ae walls of the town stood black and <x>nfiised 
aaridit tho omiliMla^piiig tto^ 

foiiage was diversified by xio gleam ot lights 
bttt all WW formVcfli oa ifao uadhiltt^giiiabaMa 
air I or if a star were dimly seen, it justglisten- 
cd ofl ito wfttera of tho waafihi wmd tlwtt aw iftly 

die heavy w^foi douds hid both star and wa-^ 
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ter j when the wafecii dog^ were mute, uiw 
- mmf iemm A by iIm moon, «id wind llMit 
blew across the j^aia alooe toid to the ear the 
pboeof ibetiMt; wiiM tlw bati tad the o«4i 
were UiUed by the erccgding daskoeM; U waa 
cNi Mdmighta aatfiM^thatGaalraoeioioiigfal 
• ' i^cget .entrance ot the vigcoiintew'a paiace, 
and waa vaciaifed by Ilia baantiAil Beatfiea^ 
finthrined in an atmosiihere oi iove ami jpjr« 

She was a strange riddle to him. Without 
TOiTy w^honi wma, tinl aliflil shMr of dbtnnt 
which is tl)e child of confidence itself ; with« 

nal love, she surrendered herself to his amis. 
AmAf when tk^t first anUien hashfiiincM bad 

passed away^ all was deep tenderness and ar- 

dani lopa. Yat than waa a dtgasif and a 

UusUug atTectiou in her most unguarded mo* 
ttmlsy thai atagfMd lyni: a binken aap«n^ 

sioa would sometimes fall from her lips^ that 

annmdto aajf thai aba babeMd ban indMaobi* 

bly hers, which made him start, as if he feared 
tbat ba bad aaitod adtb f^Hyt ynt^bad 
never sfidicttedf never promised, — ^what couid 
AaflHMn? Wfamwaisbai HnkmalfaBrai 



pa&sijQgly beautiful ^ aad^ when tliese expm- 

UBobaDgeable in 4beii intercourse^ intruded 

ttumed to the «recuUection of . Euthanasia, :fa}s 

^e seemed as if wronged by such aa idea ; ami 
j9it 1m Im lif dtMd thMk'iM fuar iImi |MMr 
£katrioe, whose^joul^ thoii^^eniip toJove, 
MMMbiBed«itK«ry graku mA^IUmw m A 
4iligate atfartiflnfl attd honourabte feelings^-itt 

If tttio Knri n nt: rAciftfArl iiaftt^fcil<u»ft of h ef i=^fMiL 

St WM jiioti tlnit A# Muileii iIm iMMTf* %|t 

Ibal^ detuded fay mbxiif dgcoit thut lMd-^p 
iong woMfd itself about4wr» ifaefc uli M Mi tlmBy 
sot only iawfui, butiusjpirtd l^* thp.jpioi»i in^ 
terposition of li#aTM* 

PMT^BMtrksel Sba bad inhffiitcdifipBQLiMr 
mother the most ardent^magination that ecer 
■whaaliii ^ buBMstMuU Itei -^mm m 

vivid as reality, aad were so overpowering, 
them ta^M*olBi sensations of others, as ^mt- 



guide, which she ought to ha?e bound vvitlh 

SmmB, MJoA to hem omskoi md cmdml 4Qr 

ev'ery eflfert of reaaoD, Uiiliappy prophetess ! 
^liiB luuiBiiititiini 'of hat Iidms ind 4dbilMMd 
credit for, and iad^d given birtli to her pre- 
iMMMni^ Slid the -tmiip i iwiQii ff vj iwnntttity ()f 

her £etlow creatures had stamped them with 

Urn tmth^ttiMtiMg ml of « «iincfo. Thm 

k 80 much hfe in love ! Beatrice was hardly 
wiuiiteniaodd»Joiigafor the ftrrt ikim; mud 
^ali the eiL(|iuske pleasures of lhatpasdion were 
ooBBScratMl iohBr, by a flByttoriomims nad^ 
deiasive sanctity that gave them tenfold Mt. ft 
ie lluit ta lone 'we idoKie iIm object ; md, 
pifirtrg him apartmd selectis^ ium from his 
fcU9if%lodcm4iim m ttfMior kmtmie Id 

aii^othem* Weda^o; but^^veaw we idolise 
-iSam dfajebt of our afiectoiByib we kblne eof- 
Mlvee; if we separate him from hi» feUow 
mortals, so do we separate ourselves, and, glo- 
:y]fitiig«i4)eiQfigiag to him akme^fed hAed abofe 
all otlier sensations, all other joys and griefs, 
4d «M.iidkMP»d <k<im ft0m 'wkich aU. but his . 
4dea 15 banished ^ we waUc as if a mist or ^onie 
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luor^ jpQieot charm divided us from all bat j 
himi m iiiictified viclim which noom but the i 
jprieit set ajpart for that office could touch and j 
notiidkitiey enibriiied in a doud of glory, nuMla 
gloiiouft through beauties uot our ovnu Thita 
y/m aH fcA during the antrancing dream of low ; 
and Beatrice^ the ardent^ affectionate Be^oe^ 
Mt this with multiplied power : and^bdieving 
that none had ever felt so be&xe^ she thoi^ht 
that heaven itself had interfered to produce so 
true a p a r adise^ If her childish dreams had 1 
l^n full of fire, how much more vivid aixl j 
^overpowering was the awakemqg of her sout 
when she first loved ! It seemed as if some 
Mw and wondrous sfurit hid desomded^aliviib 
breathing and panting, into her colder hear^ [ 

and ffm it a new unpube^ a new axisteooe^ 

il^ver the dupe of her undisciplined tbougbts^ 1 
•ha cheriibad her reveries, beheving that hea* 
Tenljr and intellectual, which was indebted for 
inloicetoairdily onatures; and she rescued 

herself entire to iier visionary jojr&^ until she | 
fldaUy fiwoke to irutht fidleiH and fisir evtf 

In the mean time peace was entirely restored I 

FamiB; oa tim fifta a oth of Aapiiit CmtA 
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with his foreign guard, quitted the territories of 
the iMrc|uess of £8tft. Oakano Viioofio 
turned lo Milan, but still Castruccio lingered t 
lie wkdiod to go ; he feoodUBaielfotttof piaw 
as a daoj^ng courUer in the train of OUzzo^ 
but how could he leave Beatrice ? WbatdM 
she espect or wish i The passionate tendcr- 
jMis that she evinced, could not be an epha» 
meral spark of wc^tbiess love ; and how often 
J&d the We, she used in Ulkmg tit fiilurity, 
make him pause when be wished lo speak ^ 
llieir sqMuraliofi! She teemed happy; her 
words flowed in rich abundance^ and weie 
adorned widi various imagery and wHIi delicate 
thougbis, shewing that hex soui| at jest irein 
fear, wandered m k mm wont amidst die wilds 
of her imagination. He found bee untaught 
undisciplined, but so sincere, so u^erly forget* 
Svl q( self, so trusting, thathe dared outspeak 
that, which each day shewed more clearly 
woukl be as a dagger to her heart* A tbou» 
sand times he cursed himself for having mis* 
taken her, and imagming. mspoed as sto 
iieved herself to be, that her actions and feeir 
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bad not been dictated by the loftiest ua-* 
piidmi* < But tfae tiiM ftniTed, whan lie wis 
obliged to undeceive her ^ and the hand, that 
Km avraytbe iim bertnislii^liMurthsd bouoi 
round itseh^ at the same tii^e tore awagr tiie 
9^ wUoh httd for kar ionpttid ail ntere, aai 
sliewed her Ute a& it was — ^naked and appall* 
ing. 

' They sat in her apartment at the Maivezai 
pftlftce; «lie radiant^ beavlifiily and happy; . 
and, twining her lovely mm around Castnic- 
cio, she «aid : ^'Tbe mooe wiB ««t late to» 
mormwHugbt, and you nofust not wmtum bemi; 
wd'liiiitd lbr ••vwatnights it wiU apread too 
gkringabaan. But tell are you becsome* 
«Mmi P«muraf Tbey wmei that you 
weffe ^ head-of a noble cit^ ; but l«6e«thajr ] 
4M8ft iMfve iMen mietaken^ <er the poor city \ 
mustiottar 8tr«a3gelyy so headlets m yoor^tfb- 
sence must make it. How is this, my cMily 
£rie&d j Ai^ you not AntehnhieUi f Aie^ 
not to go to Lucca ? ' ' 

Caatruocio could mt stand the qMsd«Mg 
of her soft yet eaiTiest eyes ; he withdrew hini- 
adf iirom her-anns/and taking her handsM faisi 
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kissed lliem sileiilly. ^Howismynobfeltrd?'* 
she repeated^ ^'bavQjQu had ill oi^wsf areyou 
•gai» banished ? that cannot be, or metMnks 
xi^ heart wouiU have told £06 4iie«6creU 
if you are, be not unhappy : — your own Bea- 
uice, with prophetic wordst and aiffwi &om 
heaven that lead the multitude, will conduct 
yoa to greats glory and greater power thaa 
you before possessed. My gentle love^ you have 
talked less about yoiurselfy aad about your bqpes 

and desires, than I should Jiave wished Do 

QOt think me a &oUah womaiiy tied to ao «ai» 

broideiy fram^ or that my heait wuuiu iiut beat 
high at the taews of your wcccss^ or tixMt with 
my whole soul I should not enter into your 
plaaiu ttod'tell you haw tbe^tars k^dsed upon 
your intents* Id truth my mind panta £ox 
ting ezertiooj; aad, in being jcnned to tfaea, 
dearest love, 1 thought that I had found the gojd 
for whieli heaven bad destined me. Nay^Jook 
not away from me ; I do not reproach thee ^ I 
know 'that, in finding thee, in being bound to 
Ay fate^ nune is fuUiUed ^ and I am hafjfgf • - 
Now 9peak~tdl me what has diitiiriiid thy 

thoughts." 

Sweeten Be a td oe^ I bartfie nothing to tell ; 
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jet I have for many days wished to speak ; for 
so tnitb I must reCora to Lucca.*^ 

The quick sensauoos of Beatrice could not 
be decM^ed. The ironb of Cestrocdo wem 
too plain f 8he looked at him, as if she would 
read the secret in his sout^^she did read it 
hia downcast eyes, coofijsed airland the worda 
he stammered out in explanation, told her 
every dung. The bkxxl rushed to her fisoe^ 
ker neck, her hands ; and then as suddenly M». 
CM&igy left even her lips pale. She witiidreir 
her arms from the soft caress she had bestow- 
ed; playfully she had hound hts head with her 
qwn hair and the silken strings entangled wich 
Us} she tore her tresses impatiently lo diseii* 
gage herself from him ^ then^ tremblings whil^ 
end ddHed, die sat down^ and wmA mft a word; 
CastruGcio looked on with fear ; he attempted 
consolation. 

^ I shall vi«t thee again, my own Beatrice ; 
for a time we must part the viscountess^ 
the good bishop— yoo cannot leave thwi|-^ 
ibar not hut that we sfaaH meet agdn/' 
. ^We shall meet again she exdaimed 
with a passionate voice ; Never ! 

^J^^^^llir ^S^^ ^Kj^^^l^K^l^dO^^t SlflSl^t ^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^IVMil^ 
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iato the soul of Casiruccio. He took her hand; 
I itwa»lifaieM} he wookihiifelimiHw; but 
I jdie chrew back cokily and sadly. His wofdt 

ImuI not been Ifaose of tfaefaMrt; hehadheti- 

talecl ami «^a«iaAri ; hut now rflwnnaigi^« and 
I the memory of what she had been, awoke his 
poirers, rad he said warmly^ and m voice 

wiiose modulatioas seemed tuned by love : 

you do* 

' I love j'ou; — ^who could help loving one so 

Inie, so ^ntle^ end so Irustipgf—we part tor 
' a wiule ; — ^tbis is necefisary. Does not your 

characiar requite it? iSbm pert you act in tbe 

iHmld I every consideration oi honour and de- 

ficacyf^Do you think tet I eeneterferget 

yMM does nt^.your own heart tell you, that 

your love, your caresses, jrour sweet eyes, and 
\ geotfas WQidsp have woven a net which must 

keep me for ever r You will remain here, and I 

•heUgo; bulefewsuas, efawmoonsy andwe 

slmll meet agsun, and the joy uf U^iat moment 
- wiUniakeyottSargetottrtreiiNentseperetm 
liow cold were these words to the burning 

heart ef tlie psofibetas ; she^ who thought 
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Htimn hui wogled am Ca i t inccio ta nim: 

him to her, who thought that the Holy Spirit 

by th& mingled strength of his manly qualities, 
md fair Hmm Mahom, aom gmit wodc 
might be fiiifiUff4 cm earth ; who saw all at 
God's comnrnd, aad dona by Us wpeduk 
tetpoiilraa i ta fiod this heav«oly tiaau^ awqpl 
•way, beaten down, and dealiuyid I It y/tm to 
Im fotttilMiS good or bad, that aha had ho«akl 
herself, to share his glory or soothe his gricfe ; 
and potto be ibe mirtiw irf Iba p apwipg howr, 
the distaff of the spimung Hercules. It was 



d^standing, her prophetic powers, all the litde 
umveiia tbat i«itb ber asdenl spuit abe grasp- 
ed and possessed, she had surrendered, iuhy, 
and wi^TOtmerte; btttaks } <be« eti wi i r l ] »*. 
lesa part alooe had beeo accepted, aod the mt 
cast as dust upon ^le vwds. Row in tiits mo- 
mem did she long to be a winged soul, that her 
person heedlessly given, given only as a part of 

thai to idle wbde of wbicb be bad an iivkfta- 

tttde rij^U, and which was now despised, might 
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be seed xxKMPel Tiie w^dd of har fever 
brou^t dMptfr^ not cdmfeft ; she sbook her 
head hi flifeooe ; Castrucoio spoke agwi and 

again j but many worda are dangerous where 

llMe 18 inieh to concMl, mid «f«r^ 

uttered laid bare some new forgery of her ima- 
ginft^M^ and AufwtA hot mors MdfSOfSdmljr 
the harsh realitf. She was astounded^ and 
drank m his words eagerly^ though die atn- 
swered not ; she was impatient when be Was 
nlent, ibr she longed to know the Wmt ; yet 
4le dared not direct the course of his explana- 
tions by a single enquiry : she was as a mother, 
who reads the death-warrant <rf her chiki otf 
the physician's brow, yet blindly trusting tiiat- 

«he decyiMiers 111^ wiB not destit^y the last hope 

by a question. Even so she hstened to the! 
a a su r ai i ecs of Gastmecio^ each word beieg a* 
fresh assurance of her misery, yet not stamping 
Ae last damning' seal on her ddspmr. 

At length grey dawn aj^ared ; she was si* 
lent, moltonless and wan ; she marited it net ; 
but he did 9 and rising hastily he cried, i must ' 
go, or j ou are lostj farewel, Beatrice !** 
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Now she awoke, her eyes glared, her lovely 

frf her agony,— she started up—" Not yelp not 
yl oMwofdaioiel Dpyw fef mctiurf 

Ber tooe was that of oommand ; — ^ber -flash- 
iVftiffMr^ f*iTit^t, trmi Tiimfniri!> m if 
they would by their excessive kffce strike the 

■uMiiffi imnriiRd to i^nlv >^ 
« I do.^ 
"^Ueraaoer' 
^ Euthanasia.** 

^ £imigjb^ I wUl raMmber tlvit ame in 

Mjf prayers. Now, go ! seek not to come 

deavour to see me at the house of the bishop ; 
i ahaU Ajr jou m a tNMiliikr and, if I aaa you, 
jour eyes will kiU me, Aeinetiiber these mm 
my iravdi; they ai)e«ai tnia^ aa tbal I am all 
a Ikw It wiU kill me ; but I swear by all mj 
hopm oefcr to saa you more. Ok, navary 
i;ia¥ar 

SIm agaia Mik down pale and liM^s^ press-- 
bes .haada upon har a^es^ aa if the moie 

speedily to fulfil her vow. Castruccio dared 
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8tay no longer, he fled «• tfw dnmoii might 
have fled &Qm biUer urxowft o4 da>potkid 
Paradise ; he left her aghas^ overthrown^ an- * 
nibiUUed* 

He quitted Feirara that day. He was mi- 

MBfaie: Gtrekit of theroedy he Mug^it soli 

tude alone. Before night he was amuug the 
wild fan^ of the ApeoimieBy— end Ibm he 
pausi^d ; he was surrounded by the dark pine- 
foistto tbataung above hiii^ cofimd bjr a night 
wfaidi ivaa doudy and uiiquiet, for Uxq swift 
wind drore the rack doog 0m sky, end moao- 
edji md howled; while the l^tiuiigs of a di« 
stent Btornv iainty but frequent, displayed the 
eavege afx^ oo which he rested*. Ue threw 
himself from his horse, and abandoned him. 
eelf lo aoixow ; itauiog ham to xefibQ^ thai be 

was the cause of bliaipest pain to one who 

loved bko ; end the escuaet he fiMidljf ieeoed * 

upon before bis ei^pkuiation, broke as a.iaed 
under tbe wild force of Beetiice^s despair* 
He had heard hers^toryi be knew her delusioas, 
•od oii^t not lo have acted tcmxdsber, iieto 
» lellow*being who walked in the same Ught ea 
himself, and aaw objects drened in the same, 
vou II. F 
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colours ; a false sun made every thing decep- 
tive for her eyev-^wd he knew it. 

Yet what could he now do ? Go agaio to 
Beatrice? Wfaerefixec* What could- he fiej? 
but one word — ^'forget me! *• Afkd that was 
elmdy aakL « Hk early voim^ lus deepest 
aud bis lasting hopes^ were bound up in £u-> 
Ibaoasia : the d€|iemled on hkn mkxie; ahe 
had no £atlier, no polaikm^ ooxie to love but 
him. She had told him that the gave up her 
•oul to him, and had intreated him not to cast 
adde the gift. Beatrice had iievei demanded 
bia fiaitbt tu8 promise, his full and eat^ve heart ; 
but ^he believed that she had thetn, and the 
Ism sustained tuy her waa irretrievable 

Yet she would soon forget him : thus lie 
reasoned ; h^ers was one of those miiMis ever 
tossed like the ocean by the tempest of pas- 
sion ; yet, like the let the winds abate, 
and it subsides^ and quickly again beccHnes 
smiling. She bad many friends ; she was loved, 
nay, adored, by all who surrounded her : utMt 
ho|>elessness of ever seeing hi in again would 
cause bar to forget him; heroidideasi herokt 
habits would return, and she would be happy. 
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His interference alone could harm terj but 
ike, Ad spoiM cUid cf the wodif woaH 
weep out her grief on some fond and friendly 
boKh, and then again iauj^ and play aa dba 
was wont* 

Re spent the following day and nigbt among 
these torestB } uniti the tempest of his soul was 
calmed^ and his thoughts^ before entangled 
and maHad by vanity and etm^ now flowed 
loose, borne on by repentance, as the clioging 
# a eili of mdriad^ bfook are apitadfraeaQil 
distinct by the re-appearance of the ewar 
stream. He no longer irit the wdiering look 
of Beatrice iiaunt even his dreams ; ita|qpeaF'» 
ed to htm that he faai paid die mtdd of Te^ 
morse and error; the impression of bar en« 
chantments and of bat aorfowa wofe ofF ; and 
he r^rned with renewed tenderness to Ikik 
thanasia, whom he had wronged ; and, in the 
ioiowled^ dMt he had abaoied bar pure ka* 

jsons, he felt a true and wholesome sorrow, 

whiek was HmbIC virtue. Yai he davad not' 

go back to her ; he dared not meet h^ dear, 
cakn cyo ; and ha fiilt thai lus efaaak would burn 

with shame under iier inaocent gaze, tie sud« 

T 2 
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4eQly reoiembered lus eogageoieot to visit 
Pepiy the <M Gtibelbie poiitiden, who^ with- 
out honesty or humaoity, suufied up the air 
• of self-conceit^ and who, thus inflated, believed 
himaei£«QUtled to com others with the fraon 

of sarcasm and coatempt. 

YcsB, old fox r faecried, I wiH unMrtk 

you, and see if there is aught in your keimel 
worth thelabour, Metfainks you waoid give 
out aa if gold were under the dirt^ or^ that 
flower and witdmn tortod beoettfi yotir tlieep* 
skin and wrinkles ; but, believe me, my good 
friend, we Italians, however base our politics 
may be^ aie not yet low enough to feed 6om 

a trough with you fui the driven" 

The recoUectum of mnethiiig ao low mod 

contemptible as Benedetto of CreiBoim, re« 
Uevied CtttniCGio from a loadof diaaatiAcdoti 
and remorse* Comparing Pepi with himiol^ 
not Erectly, but by iofereoce of iofiiiftie eogk^ 
tecnpty lie felt tliat he could agaio unabaab* 
ed rake his eyas. ' This was not well ; far 
better was the blush of buniiliatioQ which 
coveied him in comparing his soiled purposes 

and Strayed hearl to auoicihtng high a0d pure^ 
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than the ignoble beavings of self-consaquence 
ia matdiUig bioncif with such a bloUed spe» 

ciiiien of hunnanity as Pcpi. So, as wtj are 

wroiit, when wb reUiro from the solitude of 

self^o^amination to the company of feUow-sin. 
itefSi he twisted up i^pan the diseDtangled 
tresses of hia fxmk and sinc^e thoughu into 
the nuUkoi-kQOlted ties of the world's custooit 
and saindjf-lookiog falsehoods^ mid, leaving the 
woods of llie ApenmiieSy sooi^ing wiser in. 
«elC4uiawkdgB^ and but Utile improved in ge-. 
nerous virtue, and the government of his pas«^ 
mom, he put tpav^ to his hois^ and turued 
hii» steps towards Ciemoaa. 
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CHAPTEa V. 

■ \ 
m 

• • 

m * 

m 

JhP tbe eveniiif €f the tantb of St p toO F* 

'1^er that Castruccio arrived at th^ bridge wliich 
Bepi had iti^oatid. No om wm Am^ m» ^ 
cept aa old wooiaa sjpumijog with a difitafi^, 
wtNi frMn her age ttid wifaikles might 1mm 
tterved for a model of the etmial f ato ; 
leathern and dry, brown skin, did not se^ 
formed <d the same frail mafeeriak aa ^ lily 

cheek of a high-bred dame. She looked full 

•t Castrucdo ; so that be laag^ibg asked Im, 

whether she would tell him his fortune. 

^Aye/' replied the bddairc, ^though do 
witch, it is easy fur me to tell you what you 
aie about to find. Sajr the word were 
bid repeat here, aud i will cmduct you where 
you derire to go,^ 

« Lucca/' 
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« Enoiiglb; follow mtk He of wkonn yoo 

WQtf yviil be glad that yuu come alone/* 

Shokd faflD out of tbe high road, by ouqi* 
bei less lanes tliruugh , which his horse comd 
hardly Imek 'hb way, among the eotaogied 
bushes of the hedges. The woiaaaa ttudged 
on befenei) s^rnnng as she went^ and scream* 
mg out a imw oo^ of a soog^ returning to 
them again and again widi a monotonous kind 
of yell, as loud as it was discotdant* At 
length they arrived at a mean suburb of Cw* 

tmaimi and, timvmiega niimberor dirty alleys 

and dark streets^ they came to cue bounded oii 
oneside by theUgb, black, stone - wall of a 
palace* Tbe old woman knocked at a small, 
hiw deer to &is wall, made streoff witfi ivcmf 
clamps, and which, when cautiously openedf 
appeared not less in thickness than the wall 
of the palace itself. It.was Pepi's musctdar^ > 
but withered hand, that turned the massy key, 

and fomd back tbe bolts of tbnee succesnse 

doors Uiat guarded tiiis entrance. After hav- 
ing admitted Caatmoeio (the old woman being 
left behind with the horse, to lead him to the 
fiont gate of tbe palace), he dosed tbe doora 
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with care ^ aud ih^n, it being quite dark witUia 
the passage, he uncovered a aoiall lamp^ and 
led the way through the gallery^ up a uarrow 
itakoaaa, which opened by a aecmt door oa 
the great aod dreary hall of the palace* This 
vast apartment was hardly light, although at; 
the iurther eod a torch, 8tuck ag^uost the wall^ 
flared with a black and smoky flame. 

^ Welcome agaiii» DoUe Caatroocio^ to way 
palacc^^ said Pepi ; I have waited anjuously 
for your arrival, for aUjny hopes appear now 
to de()ead upou you. At. pr^nt^ sinoe you 
appear wet and oobi, conie to the forthar hatip 
where we ahall fiud&:e and food: and pardon, 
1 tntveal you, my homely fom, for it is by 
QBconoflay and privation that X have Uxomf> 
that which I am.** 

The loaaDera of jPeoi ware umiaualiv 
flated and triumphant; and Castruccio woa>» 

dared what new scene a beianib wiimi ho coo* 

sidered as half a buflbon, and half a m^dmai^ 

iaiBoded to act. A larfs fim bli»od in the 

middle of the second hall| .and a pot hung 
over it cootaininy the supper of the fomily s 

Pepi took Caiiti uccio's cloak, and spread it 

ff 
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emfottjr on tbe Ugfa back of a dbair} nd 

then he pushed a low bench close to tlie fire, 
and Ihe two ineods (tf so they might be cattDcl) 
Mit dowo« There was no torch or lamp in the 
nKWi; hat Hm flame of the buniiag tvood 
catt a broad glare oa Beuedetto'a facc^ which 
Castruccio obicmNi widi curiosity ; Ms brows 
were elevatedi his sharp eyes ahnost emitted 
sparks of fire, his mouth was drawn down and 
emnpressed with a mixed ezptession of ciu»* 

iiing and pride j be threw auoUier log on the 
blaaing hearth, and then began to speak:*-* 

My lord Castruccio, i tliink it were well 
tkat we should instantly eater on outbaainessi 
since, win^D we have agreed .upon our terms, ' 
no time must be lost in oar proceeding. My 
proposition last May, was, as you may remeu>* 
ber, to restore this town to the Ghibelines; 
and this is in my power* Caoe, the lord of ^ 
Verona, is I know about to approach witli aii 

army to benege it, and it resta with me whe- 

ther he sl^ll succeed or not. If he do not 
agree to my terms, he must £ul,as i OMy well 
tsay Uiat the keys of tliis town rest with me, 
it is true, ^t wbw I apoka to yooin May, i 

F5 ' 
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tbetaud), aiid ui that CMP I ab0<U(ib«ve m^ikA 

m 

9owtm till tmm joa iImii your Qimf9tirpoii<» 

it not 8 bumble task ; and I hope thatyou will 
not difi^s^ tao ad a&Ksidiy pari towaid9cq^'' 

•Pepi paused with an tnquiaitive Ipok^ and 

CmiKvmdotf wmmo§ him of lits aiwoalikiiiaf 

poaiUoa^^ mtreated Uiu:) tp coatinue his expla* 
wmtiMO, and to sane wliafehe calfed hit teniit* 
^ BoQodetto cQoUaued : My terms are thee^ 
aodtrafytbef mqr easily be fiilfiUod; ofcouite 
Cme ooly wishea to take ibe town out of the 
hands of Ihe Goelpbs^ and to place it in trust 
with tofloyt sure fthibeiina.^ oow kt turn .floake 
me lord of Cremona^ and I will engage, first to 
]ittt tbft town iolo kithwd^aiidaifitarwaidtM 
receiving the investiture, U> aid hiiii witU wea 

duiia^ war> and pa; hiai a tnbuite io lane of 

peace* If be a^iee to this, let hun only lead 
U t troopt to the gate, of tbe town, aod it ahali 
be hia wiUiout co^ung iuiu oisie drop of blo(^" 
CMrtracriolttleoed with uecootrolaUe aato* 
mabmeut. looked at the wrinUod aod 
bardly hmaaft fiice oi the apeaker^bis uncoutb 
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gait aiid mauaers, aud could scarcely restrain 

fab fymlimjpr; tm retnembwd JPiipi't vtiit of 

every p iacipb md lu^ bmated cruelty , dfid 
dilgiiMofWOUiieevarjfoti^ ; but, cmi-.. 
^dering that it was as well to ""^^« «^fl"4 the. 
wiuie of iteman-'adriftt iter i-niQiBOfil's patnai 
li/e rei>lied : And where are tiae iteya of Urn 
tOMm ivtuch you aay nm in joat pommAsm i " 

^ Wouid you them j (pik^ PeiMy at^ 
ing up with a grin of triumph ; fijdlow me^ 
and yott ihfiil Ir>f] hi 4 rf tli6iu«^ 

He called his old womavii am)^ taking the 
lampfioai fa^ faaodif be bade liar paroiMUDB the 
sufjpcr ; and then with quidc atsp^ lie conducted 
dutmcoki bam the aparUMnt: Ifaejr riiwmiii 
the coiJ^l^ into the secuud hall^. acid he opened 
Ihedbwof tfaa aaciei staifcaie* After Pepi 
had agaii). careiully closed it^ he opeued aa« 
other door on the aturcaM^ wUch Castruceio 
bad aot betore observed^ aod wiuch waa w» 
deed enurely concealed in the dirty plaster of 
iim waU. Even tbe^" aaid f e|M» pointing 
towardii the haUj. even uiy old wiichji due* 
sot know of this opoiitog/^ 

After cloi>iug it^ b/e led the wajf tibrough a 



108 VALPJiiEGA. [Ch«Y. 

of stairs, vvliich seemed to lead to the vaults 

before he began to descend, so deeply was be 

but, remembeiiog that they were man to man, 
wd tluit lift wu jfMRig' ftod itioiigy ud ius 
companion old and weak, and tiiat he was 
cnnftd wilb m Mord, wUb Pepi bad ODt efw 
% koiki at hia girdtey he ioUowed hia coodnctor 
down the staiiw, 9Iig|lit aftor raceofldod, 
until he tlioiught thay wouki aem eod$ at 
length they came to another long gallery, win- 
ikmkm and dmmp, which bf ita €km wtIok 
dicated that it was below4be aujrface of the 
tfioBoda ftod thflo to Vttnotta dflBftfv asd jostt^* 
dewed vauUs in one of wluch stood two large 
ehfisli* 

^ There/' cried Pepi, ^ are the key& of the 
town." 

WhereT' asked Catlrucckv iiapaUe&t^y 
I aaa tfaflmnot**' 

Popi titf ned to him mth a giia of j^^ 
taking two keys from his bosom, he knelt down^ 
Mda(Beftiag4u6 alresigtiv turned tbcm id tbmr 
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^5y fJf^^ Aod th ro w bftf k tbo lids of Ibd chflniti/ 
first one, and then die other : they were filled 
Willi paidsHoieoto* 

• . " I do not understand this mummery ; how 
your town?" 

F^fubbad hia handa with tritimplMmt 

hm^ ahnost capered with cbBght; unable to 
• atmd aliU, ba wiUmI up and down die nuil^- 
cryiogpt They are not musty 1 they are parcl>- 
nMma of lUa agal they are ttgnad^ Ihey afe 

Castraceio took up aod found it to be 
» bood diihguig the sig^ ta pay the aua of 

twenty tliousand crowns on a certain day, in 

bum of thirty thousaud, secured on the laiids 

of a Dobk oQuat of Cremooa* 

^ They are usurious bondb|" said Castrac- 
cioy thnming it down angrily. 

They are,'' rephed Pepi, picking up thf^ 
dtady andMding iteaffdfoUy; ^taidlnolwell 
thai i had Ihe Iteya of the towu^ livery nobb 
owes me a part^ many the best part, of his^ 
ustattfi AAanv hftf>f^ lura £or§eiiiu^i and thA 
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mulct haags over the signer by a single thicad* 

Tfarn la cooBifc GipnUtif wfaoM Iwnd wm dim 

the very day aiter his castle was pluaderctl and 

kitpff iail. mmI Wyi iMTwia Ittd nilitMT bf . ttlB QtBt** 

mauft; be owes um mow than he caa evei: 
pi^y, though his last mm witk pMot of 
uobiiiiy weat with it, aad he after with his - 
' bratfty to beg at tha docm of the Guelphs, him 

liriOttta. Thagi» la the maK|uesft Maivogtio wha 
bought the life oT bis texily eon, a rank traitor^ 
^ amparor tar^ tho aumi wiiich 1 iott 

hiin, which have never beea repaid. Thia - 

IBROI^IC ^^IJk^^ ^3^^ ^fcHtfl^ fi^ftflkciilll^ klNB^X3flP^^ (^ll^t 

of Cmuona} it was concealed above in lay 
tomr vhaQ you ]Mt vinfeed mi and Uua ia 
&dL of tho^e made sioce that time; you see the 
bacMil good oiBpafior bciouglit ma* Wbaa 

the Germans quilted tlie towii^ my balla wera 
fiUad witb the beggarly Goelph wbility^— 
4 i^^iggf Beoed^to> my wife haaooia §/ummi 
to cover her ! ' * Mciwer Benedetto, my palace 
«iianuDai' < Moiser Bamriotteymif bada ayft 
destroyed, ray walls are bare of fuiuituie ! • 

« ObJ MaaaBr Bnadalto^ widMMrt jfiow aaAny 

chUdxea iiui&t starve 1 ' * . 
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Ojost wiirmglj here are parchments to sigu, 

caU^ ui my 4^t>t$ frooi various^ other tpwns^ 
mi haAHi^fhdifc of gold miily for ttie gaplog 

l»f the QomiyiooB ; gre«fear ousibcr tigneii 

without reaitog U)^; none have been pakl ) 
. iMMir Aey ara att nuoe^ body- and ; aye^ 

with tbfitts hoQtti^ tbo. devii lupp^ 
. them/' 

^ thift. m tim trad^ hy whieh y#u have 

become rich, and to support which juu have 
acdd. four nalBfiuil mitnlia^ 

^'ikh! Messer Castrucclo/' replied Pepi, 

ev§ry acii^ but I have atarve^i myialfj exposed 
wiymiS bjr my beggarly gafb to tbe jeera and 
amJ^a of ever; bu£^a aud idiot, who had 
htm mmmA bm * ym^ hom lm motiiar'a 
i«ilk ; n Imght ia «heep*dkia waa an iviieuatt» 
Ma subject for lidKouIe; I have been patient 

and huBihia» and by my^ m^lmimv^ tmm haM 

lulled my debtors into security, till Uie day of 
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received no payment, but got fresh bonds, and 
thn will nooirad. hypocriiy^ bhiidrt thoni 
again till I have drawn their very souis from 
tibeir bodkt ; wa d they mad dMn are miiie* 
Why, Cane is himself my debtor, here is his 
bond fon lOD tlMMiMBd floriM of goMy which I* 
will bum with my own haods^ when by his 

, CJURUUIIS 1 Biu Hi HOB KIRl Cm V/imHNNU 

• CastnMxao^ who had steadily curbed hia 
contempt, now, overcome by indignation, burst 
fotih bke tiiunder on Us boat: <<Tbott vile 
Jew," he exclaimed, utter not those words 

igiiiil Tfaoui lofdof Cmnooi! AoMmr, % 

bloodsucker ! — Why all the moisture squeezed 
fiom thy miitrabiecttrcMe WMld not turf one 
drop of the ooble heart's tide uf your debtors. 
•MpAnd tboie {MunchmeDta t Thmkest ibou men 
are formed of straw to. be bound with paper 
ctiaifM } Tiwe thef not arms i have they not 
•words i Tremble, Iboiyi wi^tcb 1 Be wImiI 
thou art^ — a sycophant.— No, thou art not hii- 

mm; bin id these fikfay vaiilto thou Imti twoi* 

len, as a viie toad or rank mushroom ; and then, 
tweaiM thou canst poieoa men, thou woukhrt 

lord it over them!- Now^ thou base-mmded 
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fAfWf be idviaed la east olT liiciie presump* 
tuous tlioughts^ or with my armed heel i will 
ennh Aee in die dust ! 

Pepi pale wilb rage; Md, with ft ma- 
lignant, distorted smile, which his quivering 
fipa cimkl hardly freine, be ettd, ^Fairwordiy 
iny lord of Lucca; remember this is my pa« 
lace, tiieae vaalta are mine^ and of dieae pat« 
sages i alone have the key, know alone oi tlmt 
esttleiioe*'* 

Siavel do you threaten i " 

Caetmccio bad freely uttered these words, 
wfaea he peramed Pefu gliding behind Inm; 
with eyes that flashed fire, he darted round, 
and traoflfized by thetf gaae thewreldied trai* 
tor ; as he cast up his arm with the passionate 
gettam of iodignatioii and eommaiid, Pepi' 
grew pale with terror ; it teemed to him, as if 
he dveady Mt die nonaaeed ttengaaee of hie 

youthful enemy ; his sharp eyes became glazed, 
Me knees tremhled, his jomte lelafted^ and the 
dagger that he had already drawo from his bo- 
som fM froon hie ne»eieai hand* All had 
paaeed so ^ilendy, diat tlie fall of the weapon 
seemed to strike like thund^ on the paiWMMi^ 
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tuid it rMdioad ilang the iraiiUft* CMtrnedo 

«mUed wiUi a £eeUiig too ioity even Ui admit 
emtempt; it was the Bttite of pof»er d oim i'-* 

Pepi IbU upon his Juiees ; whfiD^ suddenly pei^ 
caving that Castruccio glanced his eye froAi 
tiae bmip tp the ptmbineiiliy and tbe& to the 

laaip agaiii^ the tear of losing his precious do- 

oumeotfi omoaflae cMry other feeiaog^ end be 

tried^ prostrate as he was^ to dart past his foe^ 
end Uow out the Uf^t; CestmceiowaMd hie 
hand to keep him ofl^ and the miserable traitor 
egemdtniak beck^ and Ml upon the grouod 
ia m egoaj oi impotent ragis aod terror. 

CesCracoto now ifiolie in e leemiaed ettdl 
firm tone; fear oot^ 1 came hither aa 9k 
fiimd % and, though you hate broken yowt (ailb 
witi^n]% yi^t will I not mme with you ;-<4 pi^o*- 
• mised npt to betray yefir secret, and I will not.. 
ButnoMiiiber; if bytheseoraagroltaerioeaps 
;^ou attempt to oppress j^our townsmen, I will 
wAub such a nested horaets about joot that 
then, as now, yon may iniieat my mercy, i^ow 
me the keys of yenr ▼aiilts Mid piMs^ ; 
and then up, and shew me the way from thui 
infiraaL deQ»'' 
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with fear, Pepi gathered hiuiiitiU iiom U^e pave* 
laeat ; widi uowUliiig hind be 

of hid vault, cast, oqe li^gqriug gl^nc^ on his 

iMHin^ and tboo, fi^iomd by CailniCGUv 

who held the iaoip, be quitted his with a 
beattmtiDg tad uMqual gait ; for bis lata terror 
q^da him halt^ aod ei^ea hi$ coward £ear k&t 
C i ftU'C Maia ilmdd yet'stob him in the badk m . 
thfiy aacood^ ifatt Mairs* Tbft daQC« wereun. 
lodged and thrown open ; for no time wm al- ^ 
low^f AS io d^cendu^it fpr (Uq careiul dcaw* 
of bolts , and turoii^ of locks in their pro* 
fgmB. Castmcoo wa» eager to ki^^ tb« pesf^ 

tilontial air of tjie plao^, aud to bid farewel to 
hia tie^phiiana- and Iftiithiiiinif hnrt'i 'XheuAfc 
length arrived at the head of the stahrcase; and * 
Bank ^nHrid'liMa ttaend tiba door tbast lodto 

the halL 

. «^Ba«i%viVa)«l''4HMCaalK^^ 

9» tbaabor^fat frpm your d^vUi&h abode«^' • 
^ Biit your cloidi i yoM left yoptdoak ia tba 

h i^ npy J^gafiy. tp thee, oki fox j will 

1 
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you of my promises when you descend agaia 
to your lomb*'' 

Pfifi wmt domk MlbtifB, ukd opmed th/& he^ 
veral doors of his palace ; and CMfUcciohasl* 
eMd.paithim,ieekogmw Ute a» ha tmaOml 
the fresh air of the open street. His enemy, 

oow teaing Um on Ibe otberiide of tbm gMi% 

Arew oil his terrors, and collecting all liib niai- 
Ike ham hit baurt tt> hb miaiMlilff phymigiiq* 
my, be &akl ; ^* My lord Castrucdo^ might I 
ay one ivorA to you ? 

' ^'No,notone&yllabk; reineoUiier thiixuigbt» 

Yet not farewel without my cuae; and 
that I will spit after thee, if thou hadst the speed 
of an eagle."' 

The impotent wretch grinned and stamped 
wHh niig% whan he 8%W hU eneny pa» on uBh 
heeding, ai^d quickly disappear* Yet anger was 

not m paiflion timt could long k>ld piMOMon 

of the heart of Benedetto ; he remembered that 
hii dear efaeiti lafe; and, although tm 

ifttiU shuddered at their iomiinent perilf yet be 
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MtUfiod hiuMtf with tbe de^cmMemptbeiBil 

towards his foe^ who had allowed him^ while 
' thus tn his power, to escape unhurt. 

Aa be ascended the stairs he gazed on the 
lamp, and with a ghastly smik^ said : ^Thou 
wert the iastrumeat he purposed to use, and I 
will tread thee to dust His time will come^ 
aud his heart's blood aad his soui s agon; shaU 
repay me for my wrongs ; and so will I wind 
mjmtm, that be himself shaU pcoclaiiii loe 
lord of Cremooa.'' - 

lua joumey that Castroccio made to. Loon- 
bard y soine years after, he enquired concerning 
his old enemy ; and, hearing that he was dead, 
he listened with curiosity to the relation of the 
hM acenes of Benedetto's life. Tendaysafter 
tbmiC mtarview (in tlie SepUwber o( the year 
1917% Cmedetta Scala approached Cremona 
to besMge it} but, after pasting some weeks 
before the walls, tlie rains, and the ravages 
which had been eflfected in the territory of his 
allies, the Modenese, obliged him to withdraw. 

Whether Pepi were terrified by the warning 

of Castruccio, or feared a similar reception to 

bis propositiona ftun Can' Qrande^^ cannot be 
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icnown : bot it is ttrtain tiiat he made no ef» • 
fort to enter into a treaty with hhn at that 
time. 

In the month of Manch of the ibilowing 
year Cane received a visit from the ambitious 
usurer at his palace to Verona. Pepi had 
grown wise by experience, and in this interview ^ 
managed his treaty with great skill. He bought 
for the occaaon a vest of scarlet silk and boots 
of Tartarian fur; fastening on his gilt spursi 
throwing liis gold fringed cloak over his shouU 
ders, and putting on his head a conical cap of * ' 
ihe newest fisshioD, encirded with a golden ^ | 
band, be mounted a good horse ; and, thus ca* ' 
parisoiiedy he appeared, in his own and in bis 
old woman's eyes, as accom joshed and noble 
a knight as by the stroke of a sword it were 
possible to dub; nor did be, in his conference 
with Cane, mention what his iiicaiis were by I 
which he intended to betray the city, bot mere* 
ly boasted of his power of admitting the army 
of the lord of Verona, if it sfaould'appear before 
the gates, and named, as the condition o( this 
sertrice, his being instituted its k>rcl in vassalage 
to Cane, if bis Ghibeline townsmen should 

IB 
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agree to receive him as their chief. TheTeteran 

commander easily' acceded to these stipulatioas j 

and| the time and Oftiher ctrcttmBtmcea being 

agi*eed upon, Pepi returned to Cremona to pre- 
pare fer his fiiture goveninient« 

His great art consiated in attacking all the 
nobles for tlieir debts at the same time ; and 
these were so numerous, and of so considerable 
mn amount, tiiat it created mudi ccmfiidon m 
a town which had been enfiaebled by perpetual 
wars. The nobles, as Castruccio had predict- 
ed, reflected that they had arms m their hands, 
and that their debts being all due to one nian, 
they could by his death eanly free tfarir shouU 
ders from a hea\ y burtbeiu It was then that 
PefH began to disdose to each separately his 
readiness to destroy flieir bonds, if through 
then* means he was admitted to be lord of 
Ckemona. The GhibeUnes objected the strong, 
opposition tlicy should meet with from the 
Oodphs ; to tiiese he C(»^ded the hopes be . 
entertained of aid firom Cane della Scala. The 
Gudphs, now nlach eofieebled, appeared more 
tractable, since he endeavoured to persuade 
tfiem ^t it would be whoUy in his power to 



prevent the Ghibelines horn exiling theno ; and 
he promiied to act as a moderalor between the 
parties. He was Usteoed to^ aiid many pcor 
mised him their assiatanoe» each in his hiart 
despising the usiuer, but believing tiiat each by 
his single vote would be of no senriice to ndse 
him to the sovereiguty, and thai by fair words 
they should discharge thar heavy debts* 
^ * P.epi had so managed, that he had got the 
keys of one of the gates into possesmo ; bead* 
mitted the troops of the lord of Verooa p but 
he found that after all he did not possess the 
ioflueoce he bad hoped over tiie mbds of bis 
townsmen. When tlie Gliibeline war-cry was 
raised, all the Guelphs of the dtj, distmsting 
either the promises or the power of their cre- 
ditor, assembled in arms ; and a tuouik enaned, 
which ended in the defeat, of the popular par* 
tj, and the triumphant entrance of Cane into 
the town* 

Pepi fell in that tumult: whether by achance- 
l^w,or by theresolveddi^ger of ooeofbis debt- 
ors, cannot be ascertained. Buthis dead body 
was discovered among the slain ; and, so great 

i/vas the enmity of his townsmen against huu^ 
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that, allhuQgh Cane and h» trbops had already 

entered the city, the whole population rushed 
in fury towards his patace, and in a few hours 
^ massy walls, the high tower, and all the 
boasted possessions of Pepi were, as himself^ a 
loattisome and usdeas ruio. The ludden aud 
unknown wuks were undisturbed ; and the pa* 
per wealth of the usurer lay buried there, to rot 
19 peace among the mildews and damps of those 
miserable duiigeons* 
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CHAPTER VI. 



OahazzoVisconti at Fhrence.^Casirucciaand. 

Immediately after the restoralion of the 
marquess of Este to the government of Ferraniy 
Galeazzo Visconti returned to Milan ^ and 
thence^ after a short delay, he ma<fe a journey 
to Florence. The apparent motive of this vi- 
sit was to accompany a younger brother, who 
had been long betrothed to a Florentine lady ; 
and the period had now arrived iur theoelebra- 

• 

lion of their marriage. But he had other secret 

views ; iie had heard of the engagement of 
Castruccio to the countess of Valperga ; and^ 
this name being famous as belonging to a 
Guelph family, he thought that he had now 
discovered the cause of the peace concluded by 
Castruccio with Florence, and he resolved to 
ascertain tiie motives and plans (tf fait fneod ; 
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and if the countess were really the jealous 
G uelph fame gave her out to be, he detei mined 

spare mther artifice nor falsehood to disturb 
their union. 

The destined bride of young Azzo Visconti 
w as a near relation of Euthanasia, The fa- 
mily of Adimari to which she belonged ^ aU 
Uiough originally Guelphsj bad been united to 
the' party of the Hanchiy and had lieen eip- 
peiied with them ; with the exception of that 
branch which adhered to th^ Nfri, of which 
the fkthet of Euthanasia was the chiefi But 
the children of several of these exiles contiiiued , 
with those of their relations who remained in 
Florence; and Fiammetta dei Adunari, aU 
Though the daughter of ah exile of the faction 
of the Bianchi, had continued to reside in 
flori^c^'unfler the protection of an aunt. Her 
father had made himself famous in the wars of 

« 

Lombitrdy ; and it was there that the union 
between her and Azzo Visconti had been pro- . 
jectcd. ' ' 

When the youth came with Galeazzo to ce- 
lebrate tiie marriage, Fiainmetta removed to 
ttie pilace of Euthanasia, it being from her 

O £ 
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Abode, as tbe befd d the fiunilj^ di»t tbo brkb 

ought to be taken, when her husband should 
come to demanil ber. Galeazio calculated 
on tbe frequent occasions of meeting that this 
drcuflMtance would affiird, to commence tbe 
plot be bad formed on the mmd of Euthanasia. 

These illustrious visitors were leceived with 
honours by tbe magistrates of Florence: a 
palace was assigned for their abode, and seve- 
ral nobles were commissioned to shew them all 
that vva:i curious in the city. Florence was 
then one of the finest towns in Italy i yetcer* 
tainly its beauty must have been far interior to 

' that which it boasts at present Its chief oroar 
ments weie palaces of massy stone^ surmounted 
by high towers, each able to sustain a uega: 

. iume specuneas of this architecture^ tbe Pa- 
lazzo Stroson, and the Palazzo Pitti, now a 
ducid residencey eust to this da|y. They are 
grand and imposing: but the sombre air which 
they i^ve to the streets^ was better suited to 
tliose warlike and manly times, than to the 
taste of the praseot age, when the Italian iiea« 
rpa shines on few who would defend their own 
hopM^ though its strength weni that of an iqir 
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pregnable fortress. The Cathedral, or Duomo, 
afterwards tfie pride of Florence, was then just 
commenced ; but the extent of its area, and tiie 
solidity of its foundationsjustified the high tone 
of the public decree for its erection^ which de- 
clared that il should surpass in beauty every 
"other btitiding then existing hi luly, and be 
tlie wonder of the modern woiid. Among 
other curiosities, GateazEO was conducted to 
\he dens of the numerous lions and lionesses 
kept -at the expence of the republic : there 
were neaily an hundred of these animals, that 
fired sumptuously^ maintained by the super- 
stition of die I'lorentines, who beheved their 
welfare to be symbolical of that of the state. 

' Id their visits to these wonders of Fforen^e 
the Viscoiill were accoaipaaied by niauy of the 

young nobks of both seses, and Euthanasia 
arid Fiammetta were among the number, Ga- 
leazzo, from the moment of his arrival, had 
directed his entire attention to the unraveihng 
tte character of EuAanasia, and from all that 
be heard ^d saw^ became convinced that she 
was the cause of the fluctuations of Castmc* 
cio'8 mind, and tbat their union mu*t be pre. 
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▼ented; otherwise he would never procseed 

againat the Guelpbs with the vj||;o]:ouft hoiti- 
lity which was necessary to their luppression. 
At first Galeazzo kept apart itrom £uthaiiasiai 

he was unwilling to cuter into couveisalion 

with her, untU, finding out the secret dumb 

of her mind; he might play upon them with a 
master's hand. 

They visited among the other curiosities of 
Florence the tomb of the fiimiiy of theSolda^' 
meri« This va3t receptacle for the ^ead was 
built under ground, and received but small ligbl 
from a grated window which opened into one 
of th^ cloisters of the church : it was the cus. 
torn of this family to coffin their dead in brazen 
statues, a^parentl)' armed cap-a-^i^ j and these 

Statues were mounted on brazen fijgures of 

horseS; so that the population of the qemetety* 
res^bled a party of armed knights ready fibr 
action. The tomb was viewed by the hg)oLt 
of innumerable torches ; and there was a grioi 
solemnity in the appearance of tlus troop of 
bronze horses^ each carrying the brazen statue 
which unitjited the Uvjng form and mien of th(p 
coip&e therein coffined| that might well strike 
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the spectator with awe j each voice was hushed 

M tliey gazed, and ihe yoaagtg pwt of tbfi 

senibly hastened to quit a place wluch damped 
' all their bilari^. The ligfato diMppeamd mill 

; them ; and fox a vvliile Euthanasia Ungered be^ 
hind almost in the dark ; ior the aoiitarjr lovch 
that remained^ could hardiy do more than make 

I darknem iriiUbte ; and the iimbeam whk& had 
fttrajed irom ita ngkt path into the abode of 
the deady tiafed with ilt light a km ef the 
caaques ot the kaigbtB, who^ tbougb tbeirejea 
and brain were within the case, neither saw 
nor Mt the rajr» Such a sight mutt ham im» 

pressed any one with melancholy ^ all was still i 

— ^Euthanattaf apparently sunouoded by aa 

armed band on horseback, for the twilight gave 

life Id die figiin% y«i feU about her the •ilenoe 

of deadi ; her own stepy ber own breathy were 
nokiy inlmdBr^ to the atvem > * o or Sd hm 
mute companions rest m an encbantcd sleep — * 
they were dead,— decay was at work among 
their ames^ and t h^ ^-^lU of mortality *\Tt>ali ii g 
fixwi lbe.faraiw, made the fanlt aa cold ai it was 
mimu 

She left the tomb with slow steps ; and^ at 
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tlie foot of the stairs by which she would 
•mooiH 10 dmjh^t, Gabtiao mm wailifig to 
conduct her, ilei companiuus were already 
4urdnlftiit; likk initm tnxk idkd %mmy i 
and, as she trav ersed the cloister^ dhe appeared 
fittk iudtned to famklliftailaDGoiietweea her- 
self and her companioo. At leogtli UakazzQ 
tfioke; madf ^Sm « fair tnml mnwics oq tki^ 
scene which th^ bad visited^ he said : 
* I bftfe long sought the oppoituoit^ now 

duce mymif more partiGtikriy to your nolioe* 
*Aa the iineod of CaatruccM)^ .1 hope to fiod 
myself already recotnuiended to some poi lion 
of your kiodiMNta and ragtnL'' 

Euthanasia reptM widi courtesy to this 
Bp ta ch ; and G«lMao cantiinied : ^fiaingal 
the head of the Ghibeiuies of JLonibardyi it it 

Mt ^imiderfQl tiM so iniiiiwcjr «^ - 

between Castrucoio and myaelf for our. uk^ 
teraits are the aame ; and, if by bta attmce I 
hope to extittid my dom m io o 14 the north of 
Il«ly, I truit timt my name as his friend aiid 
ally, will aid him in hia Ature dMigna even on 
lliis town itself,'* 
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* His deiigfis on ^ towni^ repeated Eu*" 

• Aye ; for in truth he encourages the hope, 
wbelfa^ it be wild or practicable I hardly 
know, of overthrowing this nest of republicans, 
and making l&mteif prince or imperial vicar of 
Tuscany. But why ahould 1 talk of Ins plans 
to yoa, Madonna^ who most koow fiir 
better tiian I i Besides, it may be dangerous to 
speak bere, even in whispers, of such tUngs ; 
wlio knows if some Guelph may not overbear 

- lodeed^my lord," replied Euthanasia, with 
a faint smile, you divine like an astrologer ; 
for trufy l, w e ibeai you, and I am a Oudpb/' 
A Guelph ! " repeated Galeazzo, with well 
Ibigned astomshmedt Are you not an Adi« 
mari i Madonna Euthanasia dei Adimari ? 

I wm also counieBS cf Valpei^a ; aM diat 
name will perhaps unravel the enigma. Yes, 
my km), I am a Ooetpb aml m-flofettdne; it 
cannot therefore be pleasing to me, to hear that 
Castrucdo has formed such designs upon my 
native town. Yet I thought that i knew him 
well ; and, if you had not seen him since our 
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tioo was fottoded on some mistake. As it i&— » 
tell 4 /011 be not boofid to mtamcf, wImI 

jQu kuuw of his planb/' • 

^ title of his iiieuU, md sieQres^ aiid fait^i Af^ 
thefapndBoffriQad^ip. Wbealspobssoiiia^ 
guartuLedl;^ of his designs^ 1 ihoMgUl 1 s^ppke to 
one who lamw them far better than myself: it 
I have uaawjeu^ betra^y^ the €opc«aied 
sels of AntdlmiDellii I do most bitterly repent 
me; yoa graciously remit to me-iiyi 

faulty by U)^ingno stress on my foolish words/' 
£iitbaDashi was silent £ her mind was Idq 
much disturbed to know immediately what 
part IQ take* S h e hail faelieveil in Ga^liniDQki^a 
promises of peace » aiid tiie loundations of her^ 
very life seemed to fflw wmsff wben faia faitb 
%ffgG^ed taiated with ialsehpucU ^o ^oiew 
Mm to be ambitious ; and suddenly tbatfaoitght 
struck'heTf U^t Qaieaatfo alluded oply ta h^ 
romantic conception future uniw among 
tba Itahaa statest u^to whi^ stie aim 

uued^ and whicli might easily be mistaken fox; 
achemei of war aiul comnes^ Unon thlai ba^ 
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lief 1^ renewed the c oui e ft mioii > and told her 

compaDion that he must have mistaken the ' 
neaOBOgof Caetruccao; ihatitwastiuiiclnef^ 
wish^ as it was of all patriotic Italians^ to unite 
tfie fiMiiiinua' iiiat caused so mnoh fefoodebed 
and misery to their country ; but that war was 
net the metesapt he Iniended to adopt to king 
about a pacific termioatipn. 

It was now GaleasEO^s torn tube rifcnt; he 
kidkied down, aod answered in monoiyUaUesp 
and seemed to wish to make Euthanasia be- 

hese, that she might haw <fimed well (he 

plans of Casti uccio, tiiuugh lie could not him- 
self beheve they were ef so peaceful a nature, 
fiuthanaeia contiimed to talk ; for she seemed 
to> gather faith in . what she desired fironi hof 
own words. Galeazzo remained silen^ and 
rapBed ym\h downcast eyer to her appeafii^ 
wwds and looks ; — at lengthy after a pause^ be 
appeared to miriEe a struggle to thfow off the 
•«ba»»meat of h« d«i,eaoour j and looking 
^p, " Madonna/' said lie, " let me intrcatyou 

10 m entio n this sulgect no more. If I thought 

that your conjectures were rigbt^ I would 

finnUf wtf io; bnt i do not:- each word 
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Uiat you utter m»iuss^ me beliftve. Ibat Antclii^w 
nelli conceals his true designs from you ; and> 
MQca he hfti cboaeo me m tbe dofiotttaiy of 

tis seciet^ I should be a traitor to friendship 

fkoi baomif, if I ctiackwed iu You will um 

jiim soooi and then jou can unravel the uiyt* 
tery ; in Ae meta time^ I jirviry you rail ctm^ 
teat with my assurance, thmt ClUitruccio me- 
dkelM aotUng unwoitby liit name wd gkity. ' 

The^ tew, words destroyed tlie |>eace. of 
^thamua, Sbe became sorrowfiil and 
tujrbed i her oouotetuincfi| betraying tbe seciet 
of hfr bearti no longer displayed that calm and 
teftpeai which were hefoce its charactemtUBai 
the brightness of her eyes, if it was not quencli- 
tdp only •bone forth at intenraisi and the mt^ 
gled most UDWiiiingly ia the festivities of the 

nuptialoaiianiqngr<^ Gakasaeowaldiodbarcavft- 

fuUy ; be perceived the efiect his words imd 
hadonber; and be determined Id fottow them 
up by a itystem of conduct which shoukl.ieave 
DO dool^ in ber mind aa to ^ tnitb of his 
asAentiona* IiwtPftd of avoidinn^ iPiii thane sia^ 
he now sought ber society on all occasions, 
mrmk aftfiii tanrjari Kmr a{ Ceitnificiob wbnm 



• 



Digitized by Google J 



' he always mcnUoncd ia a style of excessive 

imnj'jFel witb il» be con^ 

hintSy or looks^ which seemed to say that he 
.faUcMwd otiwr ocndmU* md deviicd olber 
^aichfiines than tiiose of which she was aware; 
■MW while att tfasB was done io «o Ughi iaaMii* 
ner, touched on so cursorily, and tbeu dismiss* 
edy that, as she listsned, the doe of tralh slipt 
bom her, aod she felt as lost ia a p at hle ss 
wiUcniess* ^ 
- The prapmtioos for the mairiige wm 
sumptuous. £very day large parties assem* 
bWi at.the pakce of Euthanasia ; and, when 
the day declined, song and dance passed away 
jAie hours of darkness. The day at leagth 
rived, when Fiammetta should first be led to 

husbaud.re^ded^ Early in the. monuug she 
md her nobfe fnends of her Ofwn ator prepared 
iQr4be ceremoay, by aitiimg themselves.ia the 
most magnificent manner. Gold and jewels 
il^arlded on tbssr robes^ aod tbur dark hair 
twisted witli pearls, hung in tresses on their 
. shottkters; -eMrried ladies only wera • d a sil lad 
to the nuptial processioa aod feasts i and £u- 
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boveieifga, claku^d aa exemptioa from tbi^ 

Xbis dayj so ga; ia appearance, and full oL 

iQOi^ ftMUy^ thm it iiad spent it iu aiience 
sttd iolitttdAy wh e w thtt would ool Iibm Immm 
obiig^ to lude the aorruw sbefeltal bmttm 
lot the aiming Galtaoo mjanwiii li^, tbat m 
oottrier, coimng from k w9XMf had iwcHi0bl n 
letter to him from Cattruccio ; and he appear- 
ed mkih difficiillv Id vmU fco hfir mtnaalMft to 
^ew it to her. It coatamed merely excusea 
fev Ua dalfqf ^ FenBMr% and mawiinhwl Imk 
speedy letam^-" Yet^" added hi^ ^ I shall 
- wiJBMMyoamdMmmcrftiia l4Man^f iinr 
]f)ou will aurely be gone before my relom« V¥ei# 
k.QDl ftr a paavl which ^ wild wiiaal gMidi^ 
imtsmpi wmld o&m mtex htt dm butaahw 
MabmMr* But do lDOf# of this ; you know> 
my fkmi^ mri| if thavipornnd rim iwngjo jmtO 
in firm accord, surdy both her heel and her 
htad.inay naoaitaia daadly-woood*'* 
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The iB^aabg of these words was too plain j 
iMbWip^ til* flMfectf' tbi VkMi^ 

tb^ Antelmiaelli^ and imioa between ihmi 

Eutb^^aasia iidt akk sM; heart ; she gave 

by the wimlf wMch bowa itedif io patieaQe aup^ 
«iQMag to tli^ dornu She ranemliMd Ims 
vow imA la ujiite tierarif tbe^Mny oi* Mkh 
reoce; and she wjsoiml to abide by it. Hef 

had endeared its inhabitants to her ; she had 

MMMd her mtkf SnmA^^Mp^ t 4^wMiigpda 

^raong them, one of th^mi-^aad could bhti 
U{I0U her best iViend^f ^i^^ 4r^^ed the r^^ 

fmnmb&jA iwienof im n m§m m m i mi,ialmt 

weU r^pkiated miud,. the fear 06 s^-coudeait 

frogi ARCitffiiPg sy<ii» » * lHitaU th&&^ 
iqgs oC birbe^Ft ber^ iimvpoied; hmjmtlh^ 

l^d mMtuf^ k^ndD^i« The faiTQurite compmon 

ft Iwi- jywmifw <^ 
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Castruccio's soldiers ; the dearest friend of her 
fiitfaer ivootd lead Us troop obo against them* 
Her marriage witli fritn, on condiuon of being 
a INoty in Us victtxiei omr Iho Vlonntiiiesy 
and raiding in the death of those she loved, 
would bo tw if she uniied tierseir to die rock, 
and bouod benelf fos life, body wod soul, to 
tlie ever renewing pangs of some tyrant-invent- 
od lortiiie. It could not bo: ber rosotntioo 
was made \ and the energy of hci soul quali** 
fiod her to complete tbe.sicnfie& 

The following day Galeazzo and his brother 
returned with Hammetta to Milan* Tbey 
took a kind leave of £utbanasia ; and the iast 
words of OaloMzo weie, * Forge^ Madoma^ 
all that I may have said to pain you ; let not 

♦ 

Castroocfo find that I hate done Mm an W 

office in your favour ; and be assured that my 
sorrow will be most poignant, if you find that 
I have mfiised €riv7fieoaj ideas into jfour mind 
as to his plans and wishes/^ 
' Shortly after their depaftnre, newi arrived 
that Castruccio would return to Florence m 
two dvfK -Entfauatta heard tUa with tna^ ' 
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blmg but a $liori time bdore ftbe bad mwes^ 
] y denred to see him, that ahe might clear up 
ail her su:>|>iauuft, ami tiiat cerUmty of good 
or evil might decide her fate now she feared " 
the d^fcth that raight aiickieoly come to mil her 
hopes; and blic ielt as if but to gain aday» or 
a few hourSf of doubt and eotpectation^ were 
' to gain so mucii uf life : to insure tlus slie took 

I tba haatjf moiutioo of qui^ng Fkfttoct^ and 

returning to her caade before the arrival oi her 

ioitCM-. Acootdbgly, atteiided by her dooMtto 
I alone^ after having taken a sudden leav e of her 
i firiendi^ she departed* 

Hovf difierent was her present jouruey from 

ibat di^tertaken with. Caatruccio but a few 
' mootha betiore 1 bhe was then happy and coo*' 
I iiding ; but now anxious doubt pervaded her^ 

and fears that would not sleep. She had re*' 

solved, if the auibition of Casti uccio could not 

> ^ooteot itadf exeept with the destroctioo of 

f the liberties of Florence, that she would never 
1 be bis; but this resotution gave ber no cabD ; 
^ the seal neither of life nor death was placed oo 

her hopes? and she strove to exp^good; 

while the fear of evil flushed her cbedu and 

f 
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filial hftr fiV£8 with tfiars* Tlie vfiar. 

was ou its decline ; the myrtle flowers had f»* 
ded fixMP the motintainnj and the dmaut-wooda 

were Uaged witli brow a and yellow j the pea- 

aants were buij amoiig the vinea; aad tkm 

trellised arbp.urs they had funned, aad tJje 

sweet abadea <rf* greea among, which the puqile 
graj^ hung^ were oow pulled down^ defaced 
and trodden upon : the awallowi weie col* 
lectiag for their flighty and the chill mornings 
and evenings announced the near apfsoach oi 
hoaiywiuter. T]ie sluggish scirocco blcttod 
the sky with clouds, and weighed upon the apt* 
rits^ making themduU and heavy as itself. 

Euthanasia saw all tfiis with the observant 
eye of grief^ which refers ail thii;^ to itself 
and forms omens for its own immortality from 
combinations more unsubstantial than the Sy^ 
billine leaves* The autumnal rains threatened 
nigh at hand; and the year had been much 
curtailed of those sweet days which follow the 
hot Italian summer, when the hunter fieeb bia 
bow ijiyured by the heavy dews of nighty biik 
when the noonday sun riiinea with lempevad 
hea^ sets ieairisg the^downcast eyehds q| 
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V^e feel that summer is gon^ wiateF it 
coimog, but the fimUookiDg w mgioiii^ tba 

tbedmk ilw^ idl ut tbat antufe isnot oieril^f 

a £air«wf(fther ixmodm Our sarrowMii* tra- 
veller compared the quick advance of winter - 
tllftt abe aow wiUmaed^ witb ito kicig ddUjF of 

^ tlie pvcccding year, and sighed. 

She axnv^ at her cMite on th^firati of Ok>. 

tgber J and the aigment &he had arrived^ th^ 
ttorm^ which for many d»y» had b^aO'dUkoiU 
ing from the south the force of autumnal raioa 
and thniuim) broke ovHT bar head. Thenriate 

r lightniqg aped iu forked chaioa around the sky^ 
HHd without pau96 or intmrval, d^higed tho 
ifHijfHg^t haavi^ mth ligh^ whidak shewed lo, 
hoTi as she stood at the window of her apart- 
IBeoty lb« Gfto^a^ the 

I f§w ^flowers which had survived to wiluess th^ 

^dmit ot the etoran* The tboiider broke ia 

^- tsepieadous ^ndiCpntinued peals, and \hc rain 
j aiiiQd(ejaaPiBioinept the dried ufia^^ 

laougt^ijiAprrents ; yet th^ hquid career waai 
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pMfted> the echoes probnged the iOfind, «iMf 
aU naetare seemed labouring with the c(»nmo 
tion^ Euthanasia watched the progress of the 
Maagmli% aad her ear^ filled mtb its aloiost 
deafening noise, could not distingulbh the 
MuodSy which at crther ttinee woukl have been 
audible, of horses* hoofs as they ascei^dcd the 
itidi of Valpetga, or the dang at thecasikK 
l^te^ or tiie letting down of the draw-bi idge 
the firstsound riien to thestorm tbatvisited 
her sease, was ter own proaoifnoed in & 
imH known- and! soft, voice : 
^Euthanasia I'' 

■ 

* Castruccio ! you here?"' 

^ Yes, It ia I»«--Ckalrticcio ;!^et I wilt iit* 
stantFy depart, if you couimand, I have foU 
lowed ink iipow yonratqps ;~but wl^ aiejroo 
here ? Why did you not remain at Florence 
i For Marly two years Eu^aaasia had -cte^ 
rishedy unblamed by herself, the most fervent 
kwe far Castrucci^^. The imioii faadr beeir 
delayed ; but the sentiment continued as a 
deep and eiear straam, or ratlief like a puw 
lake^ which in its calmness reflects more vividljr 
and enduringly the rock that hangs eternallj- 
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above it^ than does the tempest-sbaken water* 

aadt now tliat she saw and heard him again, 
Iwc fint im|Mi|fi» wiift cImimI in hia 11014 to 
seal with one caress a joyous forgiveaess; but 
ihfi chfK^fcffri Jbenetfl ^^wfeu n ^ fMi bv hia awi* 
den appearance and dbtracted by the many 
I Mings that pressed upon her^ the W6pt><-«he 
wept long mad aileniiy \ while her lover stood 
near her without tpeaking, lookbg at her by 
the gk^re. of the conUnued lightnings, as thqr 
flashed in fast succesion, and made day in the 
chushflff* 

\ After a long pause^ he spoke witli less ifU'^ 

\ petttositiy : ^' Why did jrott oflrit remam at Fb- 

She kM)lDed up atfauiiy aiid bar vuoeqiiif^ 
«df as she replied : I cannot teU you now ; I 
am confused^ and wotda rsAiaa llasiiilnis to 
) ne ; heart is fuUf and 1 am most unhappy, 
.^to-niorrow I will explain ell/' 

^JNow or never ^Enthanesisy you oiusl 

I n£>t trifle with U2e,~are you mine I 

^ If foo ere your pwa.'' 

What does thia mean cried Castruccio, 

* 
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btarting. « Of vrhat th» ib yolf llksil* « 
YoQ i^Mdt k rkUttes; lUHlMtttad^ I iotreatt 

you, a plain speech, and aflswr BI6 ^MH J 

tedoMM. i love yoa ; llt«v6lof«k>f6d you i ^ 

and yoa alone have so long delayed the unioflf 
wlneli God kMnvi how much I ^Mtt* Hof^ 
jou have brought it to a on^s ;~WU1 you be 

Itia difficult to aoswec the language of pas- | 
9ion 

. waa not herself pasaioolesSi and ,there was a 
feeling in hNHt thai ptoftdod UMir^Btrofigly 
in CastruGcio'a favour thaa all hU aigumeHto^ 
&he felt subdued ; yet she was angry with her- • ^ 
Mlf for tbMy and laMiMd a ksig time mkn/t, 

endeavouiing to collect hex self. At length she 
vapnu • 

u Why do you press me to ans^wer you now ^ j 
cr nrtlwy odiMilt your own Ira^' add tiMt 
will aiiswar 6ov me* You have kuov^u mine ' 
long.— I love yoiav» bo t i liave odiir dvter 4 
taiidei-ltlMa wiMd» I owe to you^ aod iboaa | 

shall be fulfilled. My father's lessons mu^ 

not be fofgotten^ wbeti tbe-fioil odeMion ar- j 

livea foi* putting them io practice ; nor must 1 
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be waotiog to Aftt sefise of duty, whick untU 

now lias been the rule of my life* I am a 

WoamAmi Horace m mj Aatbe cMotry; 

nor will I be a traitor to it** 

^ WeU^p-^eiid wbst do you eottdiicle from 
this?** 

Am you not Ae eiieiiiiy of l^miee? Are- 

you not contriving war and chains for its bap^^ 

py mdism itate i Yoo tnm aw»y impiitieiitly ; 
to-morraw I wiU see you agtkiy and you wiU' 
tlm lum rdfectoi on tny worIs : my &te dih 
pend» on your true and firanb^reply \» mf 

question. Now leave me, I aiu worn out 

and fatigued, and to>night I cannot support 

the struggle into whicii you would lead me. 
ToHtnorrow ' I shall see you; fiuiewel; the 
skmn has now passed, and the rain has quite 
ceased«g Good night ! 

^ You leave me thus ; and thus you reward 
me for suspmise, jealousy and despair. Good 
night, £uthanasia« You sacrifice me to a 
bubble, to the shadow of a bubble9*--4>e it so ! 
Great God ! that you should be influenced by 
sucli a chiinsera ! Well, you decide ; and I shall 
expect your award ivilh what patieiioe I may. 
Again, good night/' 
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He left her to doubly auspeuse and grief. 
Btitber bigb mmd boiehertlvoughatt; md^ 
bavifiy QAark/ed herself the hoe ot duty wiuch 
the bdieved the ought to pursoei the utiifiiL 
eothuMAun her chiuacter aided her to ^trug-* 
gle with the misery which her sensibility m- 
fltcted upoa har« Castmccio biinielf came to 
her aid j and the events which followed fast 

OD the sGCoe of this oighl* served to atrangliieQ ' 
ber reaohuio^ if they dlid not make the 
eaoifioe moie etsy^ they remlamliti oecssu^ 
{lalfiable* 
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Cattruccw exiUt three hundred Families from 



DUIililG his absence Ca&iruccio had reduced 
m lot mm waiaA hb wioos polsiieftl fkmm to 
m &ysteDi. Ue no longer v&hed either ia die 
«ni winch he dMied to «ttui^ or the meant 
^ by which be resolved to aeeoKPplish it. He 
thcraghtcboily oiithe.ol»itA<^ifib^ and 
he reaolved to lemove ih^. Bis end wat 
the. comf uest of Tuscany ; hU meand, the en* 
aUving oi hia native towp | aadj with the true 
disposition of a conqueror and an usurper, he 

begaa to comt beads to be lemofedf and 

iiaiids to be used, in the furtherance of his de- 

figpi. tto bad m 9001m returned to 

rencop than messengersi brought him intefti- 
fuiicii of a plot^ whicb would spoedUy brpab 

out in liUGca tode{tfive him oi his i^verup 
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meat ; and diis informaUon^ joined to the de- 
parture of Euthananftj detenmned htm in* 
stantly to return to the Luccbese territory. 

He was no longer the same as when he had 
quitted it ; he returned full of thought^— with 
libent brow^a cruel eye^ and a hearinot to he 
ixioved ifom its purpose, by weakness or hu« 
manity* The cliange*' might appear sudden, 
yet it had beea slow ;-^it is the last drop that 
overflows the brimniiag cupyf-->and so 
film dia aoarMoii, ligbj^heartedBessy and padm 
which ke had long been uourishing^ now lia\^ 

ing made^ior itaetf a femr, ^a faabittMm and 

a nanie/' first manifested itself in itstnie co^ 
lours to Ibe eysa of nMT. Aml66ao^ wbA ikm 
fixed desire to rui^> smothered in &b.mind the 
vck<x of hia better reaeM^; and tber palk oFtj^* 
rs^iny was smooAorti by his steady iwfare tia 
CDmini ine powei^ wrksv miar ewr wtm or 
othei it had been the objaci of hi»li£s to aeels. 

The morning t^r M% returft tx>'l4icea he 
reviewed his troops: they ware devoted to 
tlim, and by their means he intended to secure 

Us poBvrer. He asseoaUed ^le eeoHle^ wmi 

aumounded die palace of ^ovenuaeivt with, his 
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ftoldietrs ; fae took hid seat at it6 heiid, >Vith the 

coitntmwifle 0I out who Jtmmf aait€to|^ 

Irish his enemiei* He addressed the assein* 
power he had been raised to tJbe government> 

md'timttvuMr behoved itaem formippdrt him 
i» ^&iase: I know,^ cried^ I have 

l^fisrtfay afidddy the EthairIliti!e d(»M to 

MSuml lit prospedtjr^ and raised itt^&om tbe 

• being the servant of proud Florence to be its 

iif$lL WhstfVfiXL Hone c€ yoii€ottie'AjC9Vi(ni 

to denotHioer tile, now that I a]^ar| face t(i 

Pbisteir I call upon you^ who would despoil 

ifie itf tfie ^powtsf fUft eertnie (SMfeiyeil* tijioii 

me ;---«and you, Aidiiro, who have plotted afteA 
my death ye t#fai$per m indftMi 
caxmot ye q^eak aar men i AwayKMhe mo* 
inefit of ixi^rcy itf rfiort :*Mlirec houts heiice 
the gates of Lucca will be shut^ agKfuHtoever 
among you or your partizant are found within 

WM p^jriue itfneitot m iiteiof mi 

temerity/* • " * • 

Aft 



■ 

The MMte wpiild now have brokea up; 
but, wliefi <>tin}cdo mw that lu$ 9omim 

had all dcpai l^d^ he ^lled op the rest to stay^ 
•lid aid hini on thii iMiiMilcMit iMMiicn* Tti# 
decree for banishing tlie conspii ators was then 
fimDfttty fMMedf and aoolhar lor damolUhing 
three hundred towers of so many palace^ 
which were at atitMig holds mad fortPanemi 
within the U>wn. The senate was then disv 
niiwwM\ thi; troops ptiTif4fd the strartSy and 
belbra nigbt4all three hundred £uailies^ de>» 
•pmkd o^diflir possetuonsy and banished tfa^r 
oaUve tDw% pj^sed through its gates in ni9uiii- 
ful procession. The soldiers were employed 
in derootishijjf^the towers; and the ruins were 

carried to the eastern (j^uarter of tlie ciiy^ to be 

used in the erection of a new watt. Castmc* 

cioy now mai>ter of Lucca, and triumphant 
ov^ his enemies^ felt that be bad taken ibe 
first step in the accojppiibhnient of his pians. 

Euthanasia, had remained in ber eastie in 
anxious e:^pectation of a visit or a naeasage 
finom CSastrticdo ;«v*<ieitber came : but late in 
the aftemoou Teresa Oinm, one. of her di^« 
est friends^ wae announced to ber* * 
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Whj 80 mounful, dear Teffeaa?" «almi 

her friend* What has liappenedi Are ^au 

*•! hardly know what has happened, or 
' yufheee I aai^^- replied Tereaa* <f Methinka 
the thunder c£ heaven ha» h\imk among us ; 
all tbeObbzi family is banished Lucca, and 
not these alone, but the Bemardi| the f ikp- 
pini^ the Alviani, and many more, aitt exited^ 
and their possessions confiscated/' 

* Why, how is this ? What new change has 
Mcttmd in JUicca i'' • * 

Nothing new, dear countess. In truth I 
b^eve there ims a plot agaioat AntahmneUif 
and that some of the Obi^zi were concerned 
istt» ButCaatnicGbesamtneaooduog; and^ 

inchlding us all in one general sentence^ has 
wrapt ua like a wfaiiiwind, and carries lis^ 
God alone knows wlutbor* And my poor 
father ! I threw myself at the conaiiPa fiaet } 
yesy If thia wife of tlie proud Galeatto Obtszt^ 
aiid prayed that my poor &ther iidglit be al« 
inwed to remain/* 
*• Ajad he refused ?** 

* 

• ^ aaid, * You have.haard tbaseoteMei 
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best knows whether he be implicated in it ; I 
hvi^wmom bgr Opd and Si. MartiB #M tiii^ 

nest of Guelplis and 2ieri shall be routed out 

of hofOtMf md tiiat the' irill of the tomitc ahall 

be obeyed. Let hioi look to it ; tor aft^r tbree 

l^oon tfaabfa of a partiBn ti llw Okmm wSk 

be held no deauer ^laa the earth whick I 

Castruccio sai4 thit i Did he wsmm jmt 
tbus,Tema7'' 

^* lia did, dear Euthanasia^ but I imi$t 
away; I came to bid you iummAf^m, faof 
farewel ; my ialhar aad my htisband wait for . 
Qie ; pray God to pity us ;~<arewel l** • 

"^ttot 8o,Teiesa» Thia oaelie is Ji^t bi% • 
and uiay aiibrd an asylam to his victims^ 

Come npoaa iMPe awUto at .liailt 

Bring jour father, your babes; come and 
M6h OM what somwk^ andltam ftaoiMi 
to bear t with fortitude.^ 

Ae8 ^)ia afwiiii^ advanced^ oAflM of Jwr 
friends arrived, and confirmed ail that Fjitiha' 
nasia had before heard. Sbo waaconlMsttd^ 
€d,and unable to beUeve that it was indeed 
Caa^uccio who had caused these evils.. 
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Wkence arose this sud4ea ^hai^ iu his clia* 

mdtor? Yet^wtts U sudden? QVjr was thm 

indeed any change f She remembered words 

and IcxAs^ bsfim fia^otteqir VK^^ 

what now took place was tii^ oBspring of ^lecy^ - 

tlloogbt ttd a prepared SfdiBaM Y^agiin^ 

unat>l& to believe th& full ^to^ of tfasamL that . 

•Im IWM^ sha MBt Id Lttcca loiott^ 

Gctiai^ to hatteo to bar. Arrigo was witt^ 

Canwiada wh a n Ifaa gmjagacama, 

. ^ Qq^ioiy daar b&^' «aid the iaitier.} her 

^PObiaa's heart treo^bles perhaps at this day's 

amot^ iShPitf hfir ir%<ar»jPBcittt n£ il l AJUi triALfifc 

her think as litde uokindly of xne as you caa. 
Matntthitandttm baf MldoMs and p ff ijilw i m 
idi^as about duty, I Ime her^ and must nut 
ha?e her be my enemy^ If al|e would be eofr* 
teiit witii any thing except tlie peace with Ho* 
recNsa &r bar m m^ gfmup , aU my power an^ 
* posaeasiQ«]« were at her &et ^m'' 

» Pill tm 9iti*ttM»mmmm^lbmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ■ ii t nn 

^ the Wife the morning after the nuptials. It con- 
wlid fgrnmii^^i % gik «f ^t ot his fioigimioiMj * 
fonwifaws <he hilf» oftm of a fuartaraf bid pro- 
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iMgomntto Vaiperga; Eutkmnfo mw 
liim 4ilone ; and, pale and aixQi>st brcathles.s, 
the iMked what had caused tM« ehange, and 
whether he knew what the schemes of Ca«* 
trtsceio wera? 

^< Indeed, Madonna,'' replied Arhgo, ^ I do 
not ; I believe that he aims only at the security 
of hts own ftate; and many of Iboae he hM 

exiled had plotted against his government,* ' 

^ It is posaili)e$ grants ever have eDenms ; 

but it were as well to raze th^ city, as to ba- 
nish all her eitiieM. Tfam caiml be teea 
than a iliousaiid souls included in his edict; 
women and ia&ots, torn fimi aU ifa^ coubforls, 
aii the necessaries of datly hfe, cast upon the 
wimU to weep and caH down eofM ^h'han; 
What does he mean i 

^ He stttpeots cU utaoi he* has' batrfahejy 
and has strong secret reasons tor his Mndoct; 
of diat^ BothaiUMia, you «iay be suna. When 
1 asked hun why be banished so many oL his 

pcTty* JuBwi me nasa tn scma nana w ism an 

this exceslive generosity, but the custom q{ the fnnr* 
fMdf contined i^leag tioM in Floiiaoa. 
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this dl^y ift not . big.eoou^li £oi them asid no/ 
And IbaB I15 loU me Mfiooely, that Im fifii 

of this Hkrniog," 

Jcieiiao; L .wUb 1 cooU b^veium | I 

do indeed tj^ust that there is liothing wanton 

in III* a0verik]f} jpet aMbinkft beiMMl batttar 

have banished liimsel^ tbaa so many families^ 
wko. mm §0 aa beggani throogh tbo workU 
He ako wais biuii^hipd once; they >ay that . 
princw learn firatt tdvttii^ ; I bebm Umqf 

leam ft cuouing io crueUy the prosperous can 

^ deaii couAtm^ speak not sa banl^, 
ef hifii«^ Casiruecio was bom -to rule; he ta 
eobli»-iainderi» bui firm olresoluUra; aodoaa 

^ you blame him for eec^ring a life on which the 
^-fiUMn IjiiGfau nerhftfis of Italv* deModal 

JBulhanabia did not reply; she knew, al* 

tiMxigb froo) tba ipMiilwwiss of ber nataie she 

Jiad never participated in it^ that tliere was 
tim in Italv a spirit of cmdtau & raTiiliiwinPSS 
for. hie and pain of others, whi^h. rend^ed 
itkea woodpfiiL tiuit ^iSaitnieGao dioi^ taa?o 
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adopted i i fiiut rtwiir -te 4>» 

most of his contemporaries. 1 1 i» 4trai|ge> liMtl 
nin^ bora Id ttlArkig, md^/Hm mMing hm^ 
neath it, should wawtmily miiiU faim tink 
fellows ; but h owe v er cnidi an MlvMiiat may 
be, oo one 18 so imiyrwdMa ma a wim i liwr i)6 
loses even within himsetf the idea of hia own 
indmdoaiityi and ftndea Aatf ia pampiriag 

his inclinations, and revenging his injurieay 

he IS supp orti wg t he gtla; tf»«iaii, a Aciisa^ - 

which sacrihceB that which ccmdtilutea 1% 

* 

to libe support of its mem- mim&* £«tfMM^ 

^ia knew that she ought not to apjj^y die mm» 
rule of oonduct te a prince^ at to a p it aal a ^ft* 

dividual; yet ^at Castruoeia should have 
tainted himself -wtfh the eoimaton vices of bia 
tribe, was a shock, that u a set t ie d tb» ipheia 
frame of her mind; it unveiled al oiic^ the 
iiddial baddnrdtha ihe thnM of her haarty 
shewed the falseness of his* apotheosis, and 

finMd faerto tme her fceullias tadhW^ahiM 

from the se^t he had usurped. 

' A iBW days after, Castracdo cawa hhwaalf 

to llie casite of Vaipeiga. He came at a 

tUfte when uiaDy other tUtoes' wnn 4Mi%aaMt 



* 
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mMg wen mmm wboid m CMswf to m im 

^eccet enemies. He took no ootice 0f this ; 
he was remarkable^ he eotered io^ conv^rsA- 

^on W4dl rtMM) M<i IfMIMIg tiMflll US dl 

perfect equaUty with bkaadf, be aooasotkotd 
the angry mood witfi which fimf llad mt ftnH; 
regarded him* AU p(»lAtical diacussm was 
avoided ; and the convenBation turned on one 
of those ^mestic tragedies whidi were then 
too common among the petty courts of Italy, 
wfaeas each little lord fMseieiag suimme 
power, and unrestrained by i^inciple, was 
«vttr redly to wash aupposed didiCManr from 
his name in the blood of tko^e who bad caused 
Ae stigma. The OM aH pnw w i tqptof discM-^ 
sion was of peculiar borror, and was the more 
^ngfilir, shuoe oaim bad nndicated her fso* 
lated laws oo their infringer, and he who 
%oaite4 ^ lAe monKiy Hi indulging his yee^ 
;mmate re¥ef^, was now pursued by wmm^ ^ 
and madness^ and the ghosts of his victims 
himtiog him tbroi^ Iho wotkt, gave him ;k> 
rest or hope. One of the company, a Milan- 
^■e^ msi n was nnpoBaiiiM annH iwnw^c 
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Francesco ; eiiice in revenging the injury his 
ivife had doM litoif he ooly foUawwd the ex- 
ample set him by hundreds of his couotrymen ; 
Md if ha had goM beyond tbam hi cruelty, it 
merely proved that bis lovei and his sense of. 
hoooor tnuMcteded lhaira.'' ' 

Castruccio replied ; Far be it from tne to 
]riaad for those chikiiih aolioiis, which would ' 
take the sword out of the hand of priuces, and 
aaaba IImb bhid men of iitm witti chMM of 
akawf* But it does surprue me, that any man 
should dare so to idolize himself, as to sacri* 
ifica human Tictima at the abrine of his piide, 
jealousy or revenge. Francesco was a mon- 
aler, when he lortuied and murdered htatrafe; 
he is now a man^ and feels the fitting remorse 

lor SO foul a deed* Man may ferce his netuna^ 

and commit deeds of horror; but we are aU 
human Itwngs, all the cfaildien of Me eommmi 
mother, who will not su&r that one shou(d 
agoniaa Ait olfaer, widiout suflfering in hia turn 
a part of the a^iguish he has mflicted"^ 

^ 11^ stoiy here alluded t9# is told by Bapdello^ 
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' After a time the other vigitors ckparled j md 
'Suthuiasia was left alone with CastrucciQ* 
For u while Ibej wei^ 
ccfowrs of her cheek might sheW| tliat love had 
ix>l ft»gotteD its accustonied coufie^ but rushed 
in a waiiii flood to her hearty and then ebbed, 
cooimeiiiled bya power herdly less stroog than 
that which bids the ocean pause ; the power 
'Of firliie ia a weU fomied huinaD heart* Caa» 
truccio watched herj but, in the returning 
eabDMBB of her eye, and io her unhesiltfttiig 
vcMce when she chd speakj he read ail of le* 
iMie Boftxte^Sf but none of female weakness. 
^ Will you pardon oie/' she said, at length, , 
if I speak frankly to you ; and not take in iU 
{Hot the eapfessioo of those reilectioos to which 
your late words have given rise ?'* 

Castruecio smiled, and re^ed, Madonna 
I know already what you are about to say} 
hat joa m mistaken in your condnrfons. I 
said that no man could with impunity $acri'- 
ice the Kws of his felkiw^Knreatufes to bis own 

■ 

sai b fdeiid with tlU of troth which thb write 

Ueiighu w to his osnations. 
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private panoiis ; but you must not torture 

a private msai, and he would act with s<ham^- 
)>6Cause he daared not punish tlieia/' 

' JBollMMBift JcpW t» thn^ aod draw ^ 

picture of tl^ suflbrings q£ the exiles; but Cuft- 
iniedo Mssrarediaogbioj^ You apeak tooot 
¥rUer on that Eubject than yourself* Have not 
I ban Ml wile i aad do you tlunk that I ^foi^ 
our mourntul proceaatODj, when we poor Ghi- 
Miiiea left Lucca Marly t^mny years a^? 
Ajid 4o yoa tb»k titat the i^€ri woold bai^ 
reigned, if they had not turned us out j and 

hom ahauld I mgD, if I pemitKd tUa bonk 

of Gudpba to sit here, and plot in my citadcd? 
Tbeir mry DMiher is an argmnaDt agaiflMl 
tfaeoi in&tead of being oeeia tbeir favour* But 
Irt ua leave lUa AaoosrioD, my too compa^ 
Jiooate Eutb a na aai and fag a aMwnr ai t c a s t our 
tiiougbta m am mm »loatioQ. There iMst 
be some end put lo Una xiikUa^ soma crowu to 
a work, which seems as if it were to have no 
eoodamm^ i will bs Smak witb jm^ I mm 

neither going to turn liermit^ and, laying down 



m 
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like your friends^ tbe holy fathers of thechuxvh^ 
stn t going to war wMi BioMy md Msetioocly 
instead of wilb my swond. 1 am lord of Luacif 

and shall continue so as long as God pemoils 

ine. I am utte bead of Hie GfalbilMM ki 

.Tuscany, and my design is tliat the Ghibelinei 

ahouki pot down dieif aid enemiea ; aodf 

iog a fair prospect of success, I shall neither 
spare words nor Udws agamst those wfaa 
would oppose me in this uod^tddng; You 
are a Ouetph; but sorely, my dear giri, yon 
will not sacrifice your hi^iness to a namei or 
tltow party-spirit to get tfie bcrtlar of aH At 
nK>re noble feelings of your fiature** 

Huthanasfa HatsMd with aMBntf on, afld ai^ 
svpmd in mitd sadness ; ^ it does not appw < 
to me, Castruccio, that 1 sacrifice any thing 
ooMe in my oatai^ when I retee to amit mf^ 

self to the enemy of my country. As a GhU 

betise you know lliat I hwcd and 41 is 

not words alone that cause my change i fight 
the Ftorendnes trilh wofdi only, and I am ail 
yours* But more than I love Florence, or my* 
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wiUpfis yoot Ca&trucdop.do I love peaces md 
my hetrt Uoedt lo tbiok dMit tlift c—irion of 

^oodahed aod devaaUUau wludi our poor dU* 
tracted country dow enjoys, 19 to be of dioit 
dnnoioiv Have jfou not lived ia a coauUy 
suHcring from war? Have you not^eenthepea- 
aiiUi from their heppjr cottagesy Umr 
vines torn up^ ihmr crops destroyed, often a 
poor cbiid kia^ or hapleviy wouodbd, wfaoae 
every drop of blood is of more worth than the 
. poiwoftteCMarB? And thentobehcddthe 
tears and despair of these poor creatures^ aad 
lo find mea who would slitt ioflici thr tn^ anrl 
iiior what \ The bubble u yours^ Ca»truccio^~ 
Wbil wookl you have ? HooonTy fiune^ do- 
CTiiPf9tt I What are 

diase them, but contempt, inftmy and despo- . 
tMmi Oh iniie your awa heart ^ oothrooosoa* 

sou there, make virtue the higU prieibt of your 

divittigri i^tlM bm of your £Blb«-<^^ 

your palace to dwell in^aod their praises your 
datlgalo Ibod and ooalljr xmmA\, aodt la aU 
0()vere^gps have dungpionsi so do you have 
thttEu, io which your prides amfaitiontaod^ for* 
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give the word>;our cruelty, may be enchaioed ; 
and then tbe purple-dad cmperoncf Omstao* 

tinople may envy your state and power. 

■ 

^ Wiiy do you canaa this cnid eombal ? or, 

why would you incjcease the struggle iu my 
heart i AtkiSm eoamy of Florence I will never 
be yours; as tbe deliberate murder<^ of tba 
playmates of my infency, of the friends of my 
jcmtby of thoaa to w^oiu I am aUkd by emy tie 

of relalioiiship and hospitality tliat binds niaa- 

Undy as aocfa^ I unU never be yours* Here 

tlien i^ the crown of the work} tlie sea in 
iftateh Ibe deep aoid constatit stieam of any af^ 
fecUons loses itself^ — ^your ambition. Let tbeae 
lie Urn last woida of oaotaat betweao us : bul 
ifp instead of ail that X honour and love in die 
^tetUy yoci dioeBe e mean desire of power ' 
and f^^t^^h ftggi ^fK^jy y-rft ^ t^i stiU to OiC^ 

You are about U> enter on a new tradc^ yet 
one oo ivhich the course of thousands of diose 
that bate gone before you is to be seeil : do 
not foUuw these) do not. be sanguiaary like 
diem the Italians of the present day have all 

« iteoraeleat cniel^ m theui^ which will staia 



|iH^age» of iImv MflMy mtb- ^MfadMt blots ; 
kt yttdo bcfne awa tiwae! 

P«i^ tnw thirt I apeak to yoa in this 

momenl we aofe di^oimd ^ . | 
ivhatever our portions imy be, we tmke dieiQ 
H|NHMldy. 'Such it 4b« Mntence ]^>a pra* 

nounce upon us," 

Cattmocio wai inavirii bj tfaft ienmnr sf 

Euthanasia; be tried to alter her dcterQiiuap 

tai^eea them, but in vun ; he moved her to 
teaou Skm wept, bttC did nol npljr : bar fm^ 
pose was &}&edy iMat her iieart was weak ; sbi 
iofMlfer the fifstjoidoiily time; Md^koK* 
4het afae sacnfioed «very hope and joy io lueyif 
•be mcrifced CtartnMcio. Bu^ dbe w ln% 
«ad Uiey parted; a parting that caused eierf 
MTfia in SuiiaDamfa frame to thrill with 
«gpay« 

€he tried to still these feelings, to forget that 

, ahe* loved; bat tean, afcwidani tean^. alone I 

eased the agony of iier heart, whan she thought, I 

Aal IbeioA^nBavsihebadfimifialMdte 1 

years were vaio, gosBamer that the sua of 



Digitized by Google 



tea 



I vetf M b^3g too pi&cifie and over<>wifie, to m> 
aifiee "tB Iieg hofpm ta 'the yfa c i plet »fa6 Iwril 
tet up* Jim Iheo^be raoocaabraace oi tke giitf 
she had endured during the last war with Fhv 
iwoe^ ^ woraeiilrugg^ the 
rfae dared unite herself to an enemy, if, by 

ttediBg her J«to Ut^ «he n^t oeidier prty 

' for the cMiae ^f her faosbaadi nor for that of 
her tMAorod country ^ when Id wish wdA td 
Castniccto would be to desire the success of 
tymusy Bud tnurpatioii ; and to haw gWeii bef 

^ irows to the florentknes m their necessary de- 
jhnce^-was to wiah <ha wei^hiw r of ^ e<i»» 
ptoMm^rf her &i#-;Mibei^ 
gave her coorage to 'pe vrntvo ; «nd «h« hope*, 
tiiMtthe «iqirob«tkKi of her 0wb hearty and 
that of lier dearest and most valued friends, 

I imdil ifi iQBCio degree repay her fee her tuflbi^ 

hlgli. She thought of her father and his les« 

MBS ; wd her heait ag«a awe&ed wrth ibe 

I dedre of the approbation of tlie good, with the 
Mmm and ardent lo?e of ri^l which erar 
hurned witlun her soul. Hers had been a 

* tMuialttdahmfUpeisioBja^ 



104 



Miffing thfit she did wrong; ttid die high 

would never permit her^ to stoop beneath tfie 
SMrk tbe hsd magoed as dpie otjject of hcv 

einulation. 

Yet whosi io the ailmoa of nigjo^t and of ao* 

litude^ she consulted her own hearty she foun^ 
Utai kwre had quenched thera every other feeU 
iug, and not to love was to her to die. She 
UnokoA'Oa the quiet ear^ Mfhere die trena-alqit 
m the windless air^ and the oal^ sound was the 
voice of m owl, whose shriek now and tlieo 
with monotonous and unpleasing sound awoke 
the ^enoBy and genre a nielaocboly life to what 

elie wece dead; she k»oked up to the sky wbeie 

the eternal lamps of heaven were burnings all 

was tmhei^^ tfasmi .batfor her aU 

ferent. Ii was on a nighty in an Italian au« 
luttiipthtf slto set under her aeada tree by de 

basin of the fountain of tlie rock. To look on 

m 

the hues of ni^set, to see the softened .tints ef 

th^ olive woods, the purple tinge of the distant 
niOMBtiMiMf whose outline was softly, yet di« 
etipct^ marked in the orange sky ; to feel the 
weeimi Imeie eteal mmu her cheeky Ufa 
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words of love from one most doar ; lo ocu 
first star of evening {leii^nfe bxm out tbe 
glowiug western iiim^meut, and wl^b^^er the 
feciet of disiaot worlds to us m our ttarraiv 
prison ; to behold the heaven-poiutiog cypress 
Willi unboiit spire sleep in the suriess air ; these 
were sights and feelings which sofcent^ and 
eotelled her tbotights; she felt as if she were m 
part of the great wholes she felt bound m 
amity to ell; doobly, immeasurably loving 
those dear to her, Reeling aahumuiau^ cbft- 
rity even to the evil, A sweet scent coming 
from the leoKm-flowersi which mingled with 

the gummy odour of the cypress trees, added 

to tfao enchantment. ; Suddenl7t~li«t 1 wW 

is that ? Music was heard, and sweelei^ than 

aU otfier iostrumentSp the human voioe in cho* 

rus sniging a national songj half iiymn, half 
waiHk«; Euthanasia wept; hke a child «)ie 
wept, — but there was none near to wiiom she 
coaH tett thecomplieadted sensations that.oeer- 
powered her; to speak to those >ye love in 
such moments, exhilarates the spirits; due 
tbe dee^feeUogjpi^ja on the heart iteeU* bihe 
became sad^ and looked up to the many-slarred 



ikf 4 bar sMi utfeBMi iiiMlljr tbt bittnr oo«» 

jplaint of ito own nuseiy* 
^'MuiC I Aiafbrgvttolora? Oh! aooiM 

shali that restless lamp^ which waiketh up the 

where^ Ohi sooner riiaU ^ttoget its path 
which it hath ever traced^ siiice God fim 
fiiariced It out^ than i forgec 10 kwra t Hm.w 

still surrounds the earth, fiUitig the' recesses of 

Ibe aaouiMuMs pmtMdwg lotc^ tfaw 

carems ; the sun aliines through the day, and 
tihe ckHidkMF hmfwiof Rigltt ivi MuMdwMi 
the asr'a firo-b^ring childrm ; and aoi aot I 
■a mfchMged aod MchaogCMMe as Mittis«!i 
own, everlasiu^ works i What is it then that 
$fearde9«ipery nerves not as tfie aoutid laf 
der or of whirl wiodi but as the stiU, mnA ^ci^ 
that cKngi td me^Mc^ wHt not to made ^Ient, 
teUiag xne that alL is chained kom tbatwhiali 
it once was ? 

*' lovedl God and my omn keliit ImcHr 

how truly, how tenderiy ! How I dwelt on Im 

Um, im msage^hia virttMi witk uMmoA afr 

fection : how it was my ghofty^ mj- sileilt boail^ 
rfhen iaaaStttde ttiy eyea wmm ift IM% mi 
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my cheek glowed, to reflect that I toved him, 
who traoftceadfid h» kind ia WMdao aod eac# 
celleBce ! Is this a dream ? Oh ! tbea all is a 
diesm; and the mrUk, mnA^ fsAmc liii 
adamantine sky are as- ^ goseamer tliat maj 
iootendiiiel YeC^ob, yeMunyjperimiel Aad 
I live. Pulse^ and breathy and thought^ and 
iachanged; i aamt no longer hm,'!-^ lit 
ma suffer dae livii^ death of forgetfiibeas^ 

^ Swelj my bMftia ootecd^ fotlftd dosp 
agony; and yet f li^e* 1 have x^ad of ^bam 
t^o kave pitted and when the sweet food 
of k>ve danied to tbeia; were theic aca^^ 
sations quicker^ deeper, more all-penetrating 
ttaymiiie^} Thair engansls gieaterf . I knoir 
^ Hot ; nor do I know^ if God hath given this 
fitline a gmalier oapuaiy Ibredduraaer tliaa I 
■could desire. Yet, methinks, I still low, and 
tlhat 19 wbf I Ihia. A daik, Uani^ nrylHi^ 
motionless night is before me^ a iMPtrf, oiner- 
wMiBi^ sneihflilieii it^abovift^aae, wtai form 
moment I iim^ne tbal^ hope^ k not for ma^ 
IBiit ft^ an^kiilant ckM filar idea Kwrniidai 
me, yet doea it come o^tooer aod ata^ longor 
^t it was wont. The knowledge^ Uiat I have 
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nought to exped but death, must become a 

part of my mind« Wb^ a dear frieud diei, 
what pmfiil tfaroet doet am undergo, be* 
foxe we are pmuaded to koow that be it no 
more ! So im^w that ho|>e dies ; it is a lesson 
bard for xuy heart to leam f but it wiU learn it) 
and that which is now reality^ will be as a 
dream i what is now a part of ma wiU be but 
a recollection, a shadow thrown upon life, h om 
wtuch I at iebgth shall emeiga. And what is 
the state of being that shall follow f 

^ Yet will I attMue aB the pride and all the 
nobility ot my nature ; I wiii not aink beneath 
tUstriid; the great and good of past ages have 
left their lessons for lue to meditate^ and 1 will 
be no indocile pupil ; the honey of the cup is 
exhausted, but all is not gaii that remains/' 

The winter passed on thus : Euthanasia 
feared Gastruccio es the enemy of FhtemBi 

hut she avoided Florence as his enemy, Dis- 

appoiatal in her. deaiest hopes, her vefy.faeart 

destroyed, she bated sodetji and felt solace ia 
libe oenMnplniion of natare akMie ; that solace 
wliich the mind gatliers^ in commtuung with 
ila sorrows, and^ having lost every other re 

V 
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source^ clings as to a hiGud, to the feefiogs of 
WW trith* vAk^ ib is {i^ittftiMsd* 
The winter was chill » the mountaim weiW 

«d m them^ the Serchio^ taking life from his 

Smiles, sped down in his course, roaring and 
boWliiig^ as iff parmied by nmttmeraMcr said^ 

overflowing streams, he hurried to find repose 

in his hoitko^ waaoAg- the wateis of ^bt bdund^ 
less 'ocean. The air m» fiOed widi his tur« 
mnl; atnd winter^ wieep atMog tte icy crkgif 
of the mountains, feared a sound, which b6 had 
ite>t pdWQrto sileiicd^ and wbidi watf tfaiB ^St^ 
that tolled out his passing hour : the coddnorth^ 
em wind swept along the plain of Lucc^, and* 
moaned as a repulsed beggar about die walk 
of Euthanasia's castle, "Within tliose walk, 
late the scene of cont^f andjoy, safthe cfiRl^ 
consolate mistress, a prey to all those sad, and 
sonrafouics wiia iwenes, wnicn utSBT iKipeiBSS^ 
oess had made her compan'tons. Duty, and 
di0 asscyriations of bto ^ly youth, had breathed 
lor ear the ternbie command to love no 
i/mi'Cf J btit faeir smI' teb^Jfcld', arid dAeit sRo 
ttKHight tbatp in so mad a world, daty was but 

VOLe II. I 
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A watch- word for fool% md lUat ^ s^glit | 
Uraiad tMte of theonly btppuiflii duBiboidd 

9V6r.ei)ioy« . 

But) in one who had so long submitted her 
iflBiy thqughte .to the cootrol oi coaKWHOSp 
tiuch ideas found brief habitation ; aud her ac« 
ouitomol ^SbcHximb ratunied to ncm her hito 
the i^airaw circle^ whence ior her all peac« 
t a w i iidUid . Dttlyf ptirbtistiit and ii^ 
xeligioud mor.aUt^ were the watch-dfi|p which 
^4romlMr soilitBred tbdughts, Jike wandering 
dieep^ into their fold : alA» ! the wolf jnestted ' 
ia the pan itself If for a momeiit her will 
pwuedf and love^ breaking eveary bank ahe had, 
carefully built up to regulate her mind's course^ 
Imrafc in at onoc^ and earned away in its un^ 
tameable course reason^ coasciencej and even 
vmoorff Gaatnicdo loauielf came to wgtk 
the breach^ and to restrain the current ; sonie 
caatb burnt, sonetown taken by attauU, aome 
friend or enemy remorselessly banished^ filled 
lier with abame and anger, that she should love 
ai tjfi^t ; .a slave tg hia o wn^^assionsy theo^ven^ 
ger of those of otfiers. Castruccio was ev^x at ) 
war i .gG&c^ aubaiated betwmi himjuod Jt'lo* 
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filege of 6mM bj^ Ohifbe* 

his arms on that side ; and, his march extending 
from LoQca to beyoai the Magra» Imi dcU^ged 

the oouotry ki blood, and obtaiued that which 

km damnip doonaniii «id fium. 

' It were curious to murk the changes that 
mm opffcted in btacfatricter. Every mwM 

laade him e^teiid his views to something be* 
yond ; mod every obstacle surmoimled, omdo 
Iftim &tiU mure ininatiRiUi ot tiimtf* iWs^t nriiiflii ^^ 
themMlfes in succession. He became all in all 
tahinitdif; bis croed sMoifid to oootw oo 

tide but the end and aim of his ambition and 

tliAl be vworo beibm kmmk to ttuin. Ac- 

customed to see men die in battle for his causey 
he boQime calbHiJi to bkxid^ m} felt no more ^ 
wbether it flowed for bis security on asoafibldp 
or in the MA of boMor ^ end every new act 
of cruelty hardened his heart fur those to come* 
And yet eQ food feebngs were not deed 
mthia bue* An increased ardour m fidendship 
s e emed to beve tekm the place of innocence 
end gttier a1 beoevoleaafie ; virtue^ as it \vera 
seeking to build ^er ne:>t in hib health au4 

1 ^ 
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thnral out of hepwewnt one, taking up flMi 

Bravery and fortitude were to him habitual 

teous to- bis fiiends, so that lie wa& laired viitk 

magnaiiimityi and little generosily in hid cha- 

and ccmtempt o£ hAxury^ oAeo gave huu 

of MKMoiAce ; for he b ti to# id 

OB otfaen what tiiey grealiy vahied^ hut m)mk 

he himself contemned. But, when it came to 
the-vtenioe of hiB own inqb^^ 

less ambition, and love of sway, Uien no oh- 

stMleeMierof mtim or un eonid eliip bka; 

i^itlier compassion which makes angels of 
nor love whieh softcm Iho ii o irto of ikie goid» 
themseh'es, had over him tlie shgbtesl p^wm^ 
««-he filed his wbote-soaloB the poml ho mcmid 

altaiQi and lie never either loel aigbt of it^ or 

paused in his eflbrte to mtvm there. 
•It difficult to tflU what hie MQMtxxw 

"were with regard to Euthanasia ; he had loved 

hir,'tandoriy> pmmam^y ; md he rnnmidttmA ^ 

her re&isal of hib oilers as a caprice to be sur* 
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« 

, iiio>interi» :iS9iW!liiTifi8 be deeply giief»d» 
ifonHiMNi ftngry ; ytt Aie ever ]mtd iier, and 

thought of pool Boa li ice, hei form, beaming 

•'vMi bwwHjTf ffid aliw wilfe'the i^iiitt<tf tbe 

-ftybU ^ or ^ain, pale, struck to the heart as 
floor donr lo tbo.foioilp ood fiokuiif tpHTwaitii 
tbe wound be "Ibeo kit that be would f^m 
.Ilia woddtooiiuage her mmvi. Ooiolum- 
iag tbrougb Bolcgn a^ be bftd seat ta f erxara^ 

noduNi^to 

*^ieir ftitufttiott bftd Iftbeo pAnnff ^ Aocif sfttiyifitti 

"whh this, he sought ao furtber. Ambition had 

• beat beneath its sway, as a field of reeds before 

j|ko MBd:. kiio InMnlf liodi twof .|k>imc ui Ui 

miod; and, although this .passiqa soinetioieBi 
lUMHid Mm iMa% oiid Ibo. miamm xf ^Btp^ 
^{loioted hope, yet tbia was shorty and yidded to 
•4io first iaipolwtliiit«onf«d,wUcki^^ 

'iiiiA ftioiiir to neitr .^^^^flmA AjnA rftfifjiiiffllai 
- Once indeed be h&d kyv«d, md he hud 
^dittok Mfc Mod from tbe ^ym of Finrhjinatta. 

His journey to Lombardy, his connexion with 

Bwlriooy ia|riMM|[^ ■ tiriwBri k0 iofod bee 
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yet was MiHicMDt ta wmkw tba bonds tbat" 

confined* iiini j and love was with bim, ever 

•f ftnr^ the tecooil feetmg in Im hew^ tto 

and thrall of bis ambition. 
Hi^niiitirf eftploili ffen now bomidiHi to 

tlie entire reduction of the territory around Lup- 
cft ; l%irttiMi| PocKremoby Fueaechio^ Fotadf* 
novo^^Cft&tleft even beyond tbe Magra, Yal* 
<iinefi, Aquebnona, La VaUiiy fertsfiad villages 
among the Apisonioesy wbich badMtberto baea 
undar the jurisdiction of the lords of Lombardji 
BOW aubfiikUad to tbe IfUC ch wia roiiiiili Hisim 
ring the wiater he was for some lime confined 

by tbaflixidatotbeloimQf IttcoaHMl^wlm 

he employed himself io establishing a vigorous 
ifrtaiii of priioa^ ia ducoaeriiig and ponialBng 
his enemies^ and in the design and foundation 
i4 public adifloat* Ha waa balovid bjr tte 
nobles of hia own party, and by tba commaii 
people, wboaa taxes be fi^tanad, and wboia 
be rebevad in a gjpeaimeaaureirooi tbe tyranny 
of their superiors ; he was beloved even by the 
ekffgyifor, altboogb an aoamy to tbe tempiml 

usurpaliuns of the Popes^ h& valued the leara- 

jogy anl lespedad tba panooa of tba ptierti. 
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He was bated by all tba ricb not immediately 
coiio0Qled with hb pencm aiid fiK^ 
were deprived of power; despised by hU foU 
loMtfy and watch«d by Mtnsel^ ibey eould 
no asylum frooi lha ftuspiuoa sjnd severity 
of a tyrant who felt himself insecure on bit 
aaatofp^wer* 



CIHAPTJiR VJUi. 

m 

RIHO adrancedy and the mountains looked 

began to assume their light and fanlike foliage ; 
Ibe dark ikx and cofk traat wfaidt ctti w md 
the iiills, ttirew off tbeir burthen of gimr ; and 
the oiiw now in flovrar starmd the wmotate 

paths with their small fallen blossoms; the 
hmA peffimed the «tr ; liie nMbnefauijr ipqw 
of tbe cuckoo issued from the depths of the 
fcmli; 4te twattawaiMniMd finon iImut pik 
gnmage; and in soft moonlight evmnn^ the 
ngMngalea anawmd om anodier fiom tin 
fiopaesj tbe vinea witb freabestippaackbujagaver 
IImi springing com ; and Tanofis flowofs adoro* 
0d tbe of eacb ninming atroaoi^ £uliilMH 
nasia beheld the advance of summer witli care- 
leascgmi: her bevt waafullof oMtboiigfa^af 
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iuH^ t wd all afae saw, whetiuei: it wem 
the BMii^ckid nioiiolaifli of vnntar^ tfii 
^pp^^ Qoi^gf^ fiddi of ipringi wa« refaCTad 

lljf her to oae feeling, one only remembrance. 

Skm tietgnmiiiiii to ifaiBk «d pqwi of CMtnK> 

caoi but every day, every mouseot of every day^ 
aft a faiotai iinmrc4^ oialtiplMd mOMim 
atjm form alone, 
- They lHMlcifjM«MtdMing 
IMitausaft of tbe Locchee^ aQbiitti aid4 ftometuaeft 
eftiftb; iie Wi» OMIT geiitfe«Mi 4^ 

faMwttial to kftr , an/4 fiQUietiiTV^ nidiHa yiMl Wni ttl 

fenew the courtriup that had formerly subsist* 
oil loMtiMeiktiiMMBflu fiy^iMHMMi JmwL flOC ftt.imi i|ptill 

of purpose suiiicieat to avoid these meeungs} 

MtOMh of ibom WAS m the liii*Wml tahoo 

fram btts: heart, aad left her ia a state, of di> 
i|MDr and gnf that preyed bkt immiopm har 

vUals- To see him, to hear liim, and yet out 

|» ho fai% iipoa w tf 10 Mho hsr iaoi of poimi 4 

tt miAht agauaae tho tmnga of Ktaw^ Imtk 

Jcft troyod the cf life* She b e c^ie 

|iaio^ sieapioa^ Ibo fthodow what ebo had 

heen ; her friends perceived the cUange, aad 

I ^ a^tf^tf^k ^^avMBv^s ^H^^^f^H^^aBaoa^^^afe^^^^ai ^wik ^m^^i^^v^m 

I d 



17ft T^Iif£RG4» rCiUl^Ilt* 

I 

Mftdo hei* to go lo Floraficcv or to ttbe aonw 
iouruoy^ which miakt occu&v muxL aod 
break tiie chain that now bound hci to sor- 
imr* Sbs fek ibat ibe ouf^l to oompijr wkh 
tbeii suggesiioasj but even her spiiit, stroi^ 
and tettsuftaiiiing aa it bad been, fitok bi^ 
QMth the iiiQuence of love^ uod she had aa 
imrar to fly, tboiai^ to rematn wera daatlu 
Tears aod grief were bar daily poiiioo « 
the took -it palieotly, aa Ibat to wUcb sha vhm. 
dTOflwdi^ hardly prayed to bav£& tba fatVtf 
cup removed. • 
A ctf GuiMlaMa tbat oQemvad juat at tbka 

cri^s^ when she seemed to stand on tiie shaip 

adtta wbick dividaa life ftooa cbatb* wntA bar* 

■ M • ^ ^^^^ 

fittn daatrucUoQ, and led her back to taste for 
a hm more yana tba iaod of mniMr and dia»' 
^pointinept which was doled out to h«r* 
Tba ittiiiiiHiff tolttifie had naaaad. and Caa 

^P^l^^^pi^^m^ ^l^M^^W wl^^^^^^^WW ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^WB^^K ^^V^HIK ^^^^^ V ^^^V ^PBV ^B^^^^^^W^^^^^^^^F 

carrying his conquests along the shore beyond 
ibai Magra^ wbib cvary dqr bvougbt nawi* 

of some fresh success he had obtained. This. 

waa tba aMM of fdlgfioBnipNi to MflBnta Si§uk 

mOf a wild aad high ^peonine ip tb&^ 
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noghboorhood of Taipei^. It t« sidd, thM « 

king of Scotland^ resigumg^ his crowo Xxy Ms * 
soil; and exilmg himself from Ms countryi fl« 
Dished faaa days io penileiioe and prayer on 

this mountain. In Ital^ every unknown pil- 

grfan was a Idfig or prince : bat tbk was m 

strange tradition ; and it would seem as if the 
TOpi penitent, dbdaimng the gladsome pbdns 
of Italy^ sought for the image of hiis native 
counti^ on tUs naked peak among the heaped 
masses of the Apennmes*. - ' - 

His memory was there canonbad, and many* 
lodiUgeooes were the reward of three succes- 
sive visite to Ws rocky tomb ; eveiy year num- 
berless i^lgnms flocked, and^ slUi continue^ to 
flock thithen Straining up the rugged paths 
of dMrmoontain, careless of the bnming son, 
they \valk on^ shadowed by their broad pil- 
grimfli hats,' repeating ^ir p^feMtosien, and' 
thus, by the toil of the body, buy indulgence' 
Ibr the soitl^ idleness* MlanyN'on dieiir return' 
visited the castle of Yaiperga,. apd partook its 
hospitality* Oneparty bad jutt'withdniwn, as 
the Ave Muria sounded hrom the vale bek)w;* . 
and they chaunted^he evening hymn, as they- 
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^Qfn l^e^ (QW^ij ^od kearU the swg of the 
ilieiiv ^wwuMf oliftt wQodi* nd Ihft 

•ffr^^f- ^^T^W^ ^^^^^'H^ ^w»fp»m»w»»^ awv^^^^ ^^^T" 

t^uz of tbe u&unerous night in§ect^^ t^atfiUed 

Dm w with (bw aUs^ but coo^al noiM. 

1^ the evening ^ t>urpiag 4^ i and th^ 
braese that filicrhtlv ^ the amiL ml faMdr 
th^ ripf Qorn with f ui<^k fit€;|is|^ wa» m 
Ik refreshing l;)ath to tba tnknal^ who ipwtod 
Yjii^r ^tii^ f 9tf of' tfi^ ' j^T^ift thft 
buzzing of tbe crickets and dragpm tb^ 
Miolo'a and rttnilar ctv lioU of 

^fu: skies and ^unny w^9,th^ri (he ilai^.e^ 
«iitA hrnfiiiur tka dfior. and bar ^^^^ 

^^^^"^^^^j ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^y l^^^^^^^^y 



ifaw m h)<)of% cr9wnwg it9 f^-i^ &>lifU6i 
4 &w Qf the iat^ %p-flies darted herf wA. 

Iil««a^ Wth bright green light ; but ijt waa Julft 
%a4 t3fm reason wa^ nigh past. To wi^(U 
SM, Qn tha homm, n &SDt lightning ahwr 

i^U^d b J its hr^htaesa the last glonea of 

MM^a aiUHSfc 2 ^ha moun^iAA lificia t^^***^ 

4)M4r V^riau^ t^u in dark^gsa j ^ th^k 
amnhilhaalBaJMdbacLlika a paiM fa BD ya iinfixi^ 



Digitized by Goos 

■ 3i 



I 



ti|jt vnUp Uplosiiiy lin Ji^i^ yj ^ vlvMi^ Ij^llite |^m^ 

afar oK* 

b^ff^mful^ tifJl' plei^ii^tbat engaged her us 

of oatuFe, aot to hd k&t sorrows allevi*-. 
Med hf the sight of what i» beautiful in l;heir)% 

wafid^-^iie wa& roused^ I ggy^ by ber 
ifeprv^ wiv^ told ber tbut A&male pilgrim mm 

CToto aaci ^^^t^Tftfl to a#<A tber ladv of 

^^■^^ ^^^^^^^r ^^l^^^^^^^^^a ^^^^^^^^^r ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^w^^^ ^^^P^^^^ ^^^^W^^^M ^^^^^ ^^^^^^w 

casde, Receii^ her/^ said Euthaaasia, and 
Ifiii iaar Ka- jAci tr\ thfi j ^^^^ I wiii aea i^^r when 

^^^^T ^^^^ ^w^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^'^■^P »a ww^^w v^F^^ ^v^^^ vv^^^v^ 

she is refreshed/* 

^ She wiU not «vitair/' i9pb#d the Mrvmn^ 

^ but desire^ earnestly, siie si*js, to see joa : 
At abiolutdiy rafuaea to ^ntfit the cuattf^** 

• EathagnMt 4fiScen<M ti^» tJbe gate ; ' her 
iq[i]|iQk tight iHfia tM ite paf wieot of the haU» 
bfr toig g9l4m ^waea wftv^d upon tb^ wind, 
tfid b^r bkie eyes seemed to have 4nmk ia the 
^il^ dspyt^ 4^$ tbity w^s^ i»£4»iM»r aa 
deep, 90 dw. The pilgrim stood at the door 

leaHHMI flu AlafiL & iiyMm ba^ ^^umcafl .H^gr 

beftd, w^s pulled duvvu qvj^ her brows^ 

bar taOiiM ^kotk Ml Aft UajKiriHMiahlM' 
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# 

folds roufid her slim form; Iwt Eutbaaasia, 
j ccwrton i w d to m the peasantry atone resort 
to this mouotaio, was struck by the small 

9- 

whHs hand ^tMd ^ staffs and lliedelteate' 

ly moukkd and snowy feet which, shod in the 
rudest sandals, seemed httle used la labour or ' 

I intreat you/' she said, to come inta 
castk to rest yourself ;^ the Ate Mmm kr^ 
passed, and yoof'toHs for the day are ended ^ 
yott wittfind a bath, ibodand rest; wift ytw 
not enter ? Euthanasia held forth her handw* * 

^ Lady, I most not. I intnsat yon* only ta^ 
bestow your ahns on a pUgrim goi^g to Rome, 
bat wli# baa ixxmcA ande to- peribrm a fow 
among these OKHintains»^ 

^ Most wiRingly ; but I also have made a 
vow, which is, not to sufi^ a tired |»]grim to 
pasB my gates without rest and food . Wbeia- 

caoyougotD-iugfatj Lueeaisitti)Qiii|»inlea*^* 

off} you are weak and very weary : come ; i 
askyottfcralmi; diqr am jmr praym wfawih>' 

must be told on the soit cushions- of a- pleasant- 
bed amid yourdreamt this aigblk Comahi;*- 
ike heavy dews that fsU from the dear skj^^ 
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after this burning day may hurt you : this is a 
dmoffKombom in tb» ptaiii ; Mft jcNi mn lit 

persuaded?*' • r 

BntlittOMft sMri|iiick dni|Mi frdin tiM 

flashing and black eyes of the poor pilgrim : 
•he raiied ttam In hMfcti, ii^i^y ^ Tby wift 
be done ! I am now ail humbleness.'^ 

Aff-ttift AttBW up httr lisid finlhMMia look^ 
ed oo lier countenance ; it was beautilui, btt( 
MobanitMid wild ; bar flnflly eamd eyes^ her 
bpi curved in the kue of beaiitj, her pointovi 
and dimpled chin sdll beamed loveliness, and 
bar voioe wm low add nlvnMonod^ Sbe m- 

tei.ed the c as lie, but would go no furtiier than 

IIm ontiNT htiH. Tbe ilfmuiOM of JBh^mummm 

was wasted ; and she was obliged to order 

rnihinnwi and food Id te bmMbf to the bail s 

they then sat down ; the pilgrim took off her 
haiy faar and aUbn nngjbli Ml 
around her face; she parted them with hot: 
MudI tefWB^ and tim sat doMMPkiod tilMlk- 
tiji^iiftrta&i^ ftlnrfld fritti* MRMtanaaia ^■mI 

The poor pi^im tried ^ but Im Tips i^fujied . 



Ac should vveep ; and, angry at bar owo wmket 

p^inved her^ and then, sitting iim^ overcome^ 
liMrt mmi ■■wn i ii t. l i f i f i ii liw ili ai ImiifaM 

fjV^BMNFW ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^-^^ w^^^^^^^^m ^^"^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^v^^^^^B ^^^^ w ^"Mi^^^^HH^V 

«f Etithnnajia^ liae^e twoiadim. mtex&i itil 
GOomsaffoiH toft aad tta m a ing w ^ part. 

Oft crtiiMc JsMaktaktiii^ w&ci lotaCBii^jilod** ^klL 
first the i^lgriin ]gazed for a nu>niont oa tlia 

heavenly scmlei and clear brow ^ and then she 

tie named Euthaoasia 

^Mml^m: mad mii^lkknkmtmkfm 
who you are^ who wander aloiie and uqhaHNU^ 
BlilBm fell I iiliuiiM tliini ■■jaiiif mi y iMlMnM%i 

if you would peouk me to kmw jotir 

j^. — , — ^ 4. r— igit 

of real l epentance^annihilate them all ? Come, I 
iiittb05NW«MiMBr; wri iitifn— yosiii 

light penances of cheerfuloea^ ^i^d hope. Do 

fm laoam yowt fi i wd^ ? yoorpdi-wv^Mti 

that is a sorrow time alone can cure : fcmtiiano 
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iiope. Ym W iil f wit ; 3ml 4Hre -angry that I 
W4^s for years tiie inmate of my ^wn lieart^ 

earnest ^ labour, as for myself I would Uy Ip 
How ! and are you cot iif^epy i The ey^ 
•^aio quen<^l^d by ber 4owQi;a^ l^ds. . ' 
five-an^*twen^' y<H)^5 ^ arrows, ^iid tliosa 

'fintil Ki^ widi eager encjeavour, J try 4^ 4M»- 
jou have quaflM the gall, npd wiU now come 

bouiid for B.o.£nf f - 



1S6 VALFUtOA* (Cb. VIII. 

nMMlelbr peace* I tfioug(iV--I ht^dj tiiwt 

a thousand blessed circumstances conduced to 
tmiet foa ibftanate heyoai ai €Ani/* 

^ iCircttiBstaiioes change as last as theiieel- 
mg dttidb of an ratnteMd akjr* if imppmmm 
depends upon occasion, bow unstribk k.it! 
W» can tkne call that oars whldiBvea in oor 

Qwo boKHWi. Yet those SMltogs aba ace faoifoi . 
to imitaliKity ; and, at 4he pf tei fti tia^ie ckMiM(> 
lass long since taught you^ Ihero is no joy th«t 
endures upon earth/' • " 

tiow b this i Uatsootcbiidr'**-4iaiiNMit 

bo ' The pilgrim suddenly stopped, her 
^ja^^j^ ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^A^ t- 1 1 ^ 

f Who dead i What do you mean?* 

^ Y«rar filter^ yam hrathar, any mm yf|fc 

]ove« But^ iad^, I will intrude no longer ; Ato 
^aaw Mm falina. and 1 Ani'thaair of ihaciadk 

dose and suffocating. I long for the free ab*t 

Yoii wiimHahqsliaiar'^ 

X nuist not ; do joot ask ma agtto » ym 
fain aMinmdi; I mMt puraaa my joBraey 1 

Tbe rfciLyram gftfKj^r^ iiH har r&Vfill tfM^iM aiifi 

pot OD her- hat ; then, leaning on her staff^ slie 
Iftaid £m^^ haf ^^^^^ hfl^MEl^ aod ssyid^ ia shk^* 
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tbmd nokai so tbst tb» tooA luuxU^ jitruek 

tlie air, " Your, alms, lady." ' ' " / 

RnAwaniatookottt gold ^ Jto pilgrifli mrn^ 

sadly, saying, ^* My vow prevents my receiving 
more ilwn three ftoldi ; tambeltasliMft 

of your generous aid/*^' » . ' 

EotlM WMi a faqod lome Jii iig ett iiiM pHnih i t, 
reserved, and almost haughty, in tlie roanmer of 
her guest, tlMH the Mt ciMMfad, MidUl AripoiU 
to ptw her r^Oed services ; ahe gftw 
the annll simi ftsked, saying, Ycm lune penu- 
mwt in your courtfisifis^ lii*s Wiii haccUy ^y 
-for me one paier-noslcr,"^ 

^ It wjH bay tiM tUQMDie ^ ttq^ hoirl ki 

prayers for your welfare ; prayers, which I once 

wHHifpu an poweniii, may m sb wcu wofn pv* 

baps as those of the beggar wliom we lee OQ 
ike MedlMsidtau ^newel 

Tbe pilgrim spoke earnestiy and sweetly ; and 
dmtMwing har ctodc «boiit bar, ^ left the 
castle, winding slowly down the stei^ After 
elie had awhile departed. Euthanasia sent a 
aervant to the muioery of &L Uf8iil% wUch 
%va5 on tlic road the pilgrim was to follow, with 

ft loMdod biirisBl cl frmtiy mo Mid 



wad a message to the uuus to w atcli ibr and 
iMebe tfao unhappy sMngHr. AU-pffned m 
'^die dewed* Tlie pUgrim entered Ibe convent ; 
mAf praying in ikt dNtpel, aad iiMlf 
putaking a £:u^ meal ^ kuit and breads she 
WBOl to f6bI in liBir kiwly noH* TlwncnI'non* 
.jng the adaban had intenriad to qiietlkm her^ 
' and to win her to some comfort ; but^ befove 
. <w chiam of ibqr» the pUgrim hmi* Inft lha noft> 
'vent 5 and, witli slow steps and a sorrowing 

4Mncty fmaoad )iaf ifay toiranb fiona* 

Tbu( occurrence bad greatly struck Bntba*> 
nana* She Uttf tfwt ilMn'^vna MMfblni^ va> 
-domtnon in the visit ot the fitraoger, luid fbat, 
aMbough nnkniMiro ^o hntt ifenna nma^ kn'wnm 
4iniL bet waao ibem, which aha ¥aiidy amMPe io 
^dsQMr* It happened^ diat, abatt a fbiml^bt 
aAer^ she was at the i^oadi palace ia Jjucca, 
'irhere CasrtruoM «m in xsompany ; and she 
jfdnM itm jpchten4> dtwiiipyon the beamy of 
the pilgrim^ her graceful manners^ and deep 

Minr« Wina sba teeribadlMr Ana and 

countenance, Castruccio^ struck by some sud* 
^^^^^^^^^^^ ii^^^^i^^i^^^lll(^(^3^fc^)o^i^i^^ ^dc^k^i^^ic^^K^^sin^j^ ^^i^i^^^(^m^i^im^j il^^Sifli^^^^^^^^^iii^ni^^i^fi^y 
and hfttfan to ^uestkMi her aamesdv as to Ike 
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wnfe Mid kiBlBft»fli* ilift i^miiMii* diii^ 

}MX)^cbed, and said in a low tone : I am 
ftfirakl that X cbm flfitra tfa^ iiikUA;ii£ thiii imfann 
tuaa^e girl ; permit me to see you alone tomor-^ 
SMTi 1 iMBflk kaoMT efwy thii^tiHKl|Mii«^'' 

. fioAaaasiajHSseni^di aad w^ted wiUuu^ft?. 

iitoomSott tbmniu 

B» came; wd at his^equMb she rds^ed 
wma^ all tha* hadi happ^nad. CaatWKnio 
li^tieQbecl eameadf ^acd^wiiea he beard wkaA. 
InmI hem her kst woiii% IwrdM^. Ii mm*. 

^ Beatrice f~TVb^ is Beatrke 
OmtBttfciiai fmrieayQiiirofii tni niraiiit tbft^^ftWM 

tiont and afterwards to au&wer it by the reia^ 

nasia^ stnicfc by his mamieri questioned him so 
siiioiiify, llMt ha Mded bf liria^ 
slosj. findaaaasia waa deeply oaoyod ; and^i- 
vmt pity WM ca o d i d l 4o hm flBH. aii lw iidhiB l ^ 
aalKMM&iwaeiit' for beri pt>w €ir> and- • 
ftMpa^ and thm GompasMm telOTMniii* aaA< 



Wgbly.fidL Cirtnicckii tod oo by Ite nw* 

iQOi^ of her enchaatmeats^ spoke with ardour, 

be endedi Euthanasia cried, She must befbil- 
ImmmL 'faffouslit liMBki eotiflOlHl i hor Jiiiittrv ii 

great ; but there ie a cure for \tJ^ 

fot tracing her ami inducing h^r ta re* 

Uomey who were promieed iiigh rewaida ii 
they succeeded in finding her; others were 
SBoi U> Fanrara toiaaroif berJraeoda thacabad 

« 

any knowledge of her course. These researches 

QOMiaad ieraral waeb; bat diey w^m bm^ 

less ; the messengers iipm Ferrara brought 
wordy Ibat aha bad kft.tbat ci^ eaily in tba 
{Mraceding spring in a piigrimage to Rome, and 
tbat she had nevar sinca been beaord oL Tfaa 
lady Marcheaana^ inconsolable for her depar« 
tana^ ImkI einea diad ; and (he good bnhap M 
siboy who bad not returned irom fninc^ wbara 
he had been made a cardkial, was al too great 
a # irtgi nri> to ^ circuxnilaiicas of 

her departure, or to act upon tliem. Nor were 

the m^Kog^ taiaiight £rioBi Room mom lalie&c- 
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tory; abe was traced from Lucca. U> 
FkMQce, Amat^ Penigia^ Foligno, Spoletto, 
wd-Qveo to Xemi ; but there ail trace wae loat* 
It appeared certmn that she bad never arrived 
in JKofuai Acxid ot priostt had bMrd o£ 

her ; every church aud coavent was examlucd j 

but no tcMs of hof cauld be I6it|id* Emy 
^aertion was vain: it appealed as if she had 
tUnk uUo the boweU of the aartb* 
. During the period occupied by these re- 
fMrehBi» a great changpe had taken i^aoe ia 
the nuod of Euthanasia* Befbr^ tJdough her 
atmoipibeDe had beeo tcum by stonoty and 

Warkipnpd bv heaviest r.louds. her love 
ever bonie her on towards one point with 
aui4l>6tt £Qurce; and it seetned as if, bod^ and 
soul, she would in the end be its vicdm. Now 
the tide ebbfldy and left her^ aa a poor wretch 
upon oii« point of rock, when the rising ocean 
auddeiibr Btihaideai and realorea htm uiieon]iec&> 
ediy U> Ufe. She had loved Castruccio ; and, 
as ia ever tbexaae with pure and exalted mind8» 
ihe had a^parated the object of her love from 
dl other beings, and^ investing him with a 
g^oi7^ he ^0 longer to her ^ one ajn^ong 



flfafi cxtti£oiufeci iiim ftod ctass llillt witb kia - feUoai^ 
men. It is this feeling ttint the essence and 

life of k)fe» and tM» irtiit ^itbsM^ 

esteem and sympathy had been destroyed ImriF 

been plunged. She bad separated herself from 

■BBrVflBC Bo DIb CSDDBBD CJdc I ■DB uBD DKHfl flBv 

lected from the whole world for him to love, 

tberft a mighty bcrrier fie- 
tweea h»t and aH tbiugs else; bo ftdPtimeDt 
oocrid pai9 thfongh ber tmiKi tfmnJtighNl wtlft' 
ilia ismfgR, no thought that did oot bear Ur 
stamp to distinguish it from all other thoughts; 

aa ttl6 nuMS ia bcavA ahioea brigbt^ bcBania 

the sun illumines her with his rays, so did she 

procaed on ber Ugb patb in mnaoB nn^aMf, 

protected through her love for him firomt aff 
meaner cares or joys ;^ her T«ry pMon war 
sacred, since she had dedicated herself to him ; 
bot, the god ufldeified, tile honoOnr of Itur 
priestess fell to the dust. The story of Bea- 
trice dissolved the charm ; she looked on him* 
now in the coasmoo ligbl erf* day; liia iUuiAoor 
and exaltation of love was dispelled for ever: 
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udy aMbough disappoimoieiit, Mid the- bittar* 

ness of defttroyed robbed ber of every 
wmmhiu c£ mjoyowDty it Wi0 tio longer tfM 
wad dbapttUTy Ibal cliogiog to tbe very aword 
that cut her^ which before had tainted her 
cbfiek wub tba buca of cieatb* Her old fiad^ 
ings of duty, benevolence^ and friendship re« 

tanwdi aU wia iiot iioir, at bdm^ rafinr^ 

lovealoiie; the trees, Uie streams, the moux>* 
tMO^aad the atm, BO loDgnr told ooa imror> 
varying tale of disappointed passion: befor^ 
they hadiipprBawd her haart by rcmipding her» 
through every change and every form, of what 
iheliMliiiiceMeDio joy; and di0sr by M 
heavy and sad a burthen ou her soul, that she 
wttiiMawjiaiiii at a mpdarn dm! haa^hioftdCTig : ' 

Thou, thrush, that singest loud, and loud, and free, 
Into yon row of willows fiil^ 
U^tetaklara^ 

Or Mc^aiiodMrMmgy or dMMeaiiodiertreel 

Roll back, sweet rill, back to thy mountain bounds. 

And tbete for ever be thy waters diainad 1 

For Aoo dost haant the air vrith sounds 

That cannot be sustained. 
' ♦ » • » 

fie ai^dihig^sawlitUlyfairt that whwb thou ana^ 
VOL* II. K ' 



I 

I 

I 



104 VAX.F£KGA. [Ch.,VIl£ 

■ 

But 

TOW sat on her dovvncasl eye, restrained hei^ 
ligte step^ and iiept io tiw uooio^ dimfk^B 
of her fair cheek ; but the wiidness of grief iiad 
died, file fduntmn of mVkh teani flowed*' nd 
more, and she was restored from death to hfe* 
She considered Castruccio as bound to Bea-^ 
trioe; bound by the deep love and anguish of 
the fallen prophetess, by all her virtues, even 
by her fiMdts; bound by his falsehood to her 
who was then his betrothed, and whom he 
cardessly wronged, and thus proved hew-litde 
capable he was of partidpaUng in her own 
exalted fedings. She believed that he would 
be far happier in the pasiiionate and unques-* 
ti.Qning love of this enthustast, than wMi her/ 

^ who had lived too long to be satisfied alone- 
with the affection of Jtdm she loved, but re- 
quired in him a conformity of tastes to thqsesbe 
had herself cultivated, which in Castruccio was 
entirely wanting.. She felt half glad, half soi^y, 

s for the change she was aware had been ope- 
' rated in her heart; for the misery that she be^* 
fore endured was not without its momentary 
inlervaby ' which boqr love filled with dreams 
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and hopesy that caused a wild transport, which, 
altboi^h it dte»lroyed her^ was still joy^ «till 
delight. But now there was no change ; one 
steady bopdm Uank was before her ; the very 
energies of her mind were palsied ; her imagi- 
nalioa furled iti nHiigs^ and the owie^ reason^ 
was the only dweller that found sustenance 
And a being in her benighted soul* 
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CHAPT£& IX. . 

Casiruccio plots the Assassination of Robert 
Kwg of HapkM^Miuk Prinu ^ iMxa. 
— Declares War against Florence.— Plot 
for m BMobUim us Imua defeattd¥—Co$' 

- truccio summom f alj^ga% 

The fMiablUous desigos a£ Cas truccio were 
etch day ripemng* The whole Gbibeline 
force io Italy was now turned to the siege of 
GeiHMiy wliicli was defended by Robert, king 
oH NapleSf at the head of the Guelphs* Cas- 
iruccio had never actually joined the besieging 
army* But he had takeo advantage of the 
war, which prevented the Gciiocbe from de- 

.eodiog their casdes oo the seapooast^ to sat. 

. prise many of them, and to spread his con- 
quests far beyond the Lucchese territory ; and 
lie was ever atteo^Te to the slightest incident 
that mi^t contribute to the exaltation of the 
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Gbibelines. He aided his Lombard friends, 
by anno^ng the enemy as much as was in hi» 
power, and did not hesitate in using the most 
nefiBiriouB arts to injure and destroy them. He 
now fully subscribed to all the articles of Pepi's 
poUucai creed, and thought fraud and secret 
murder fak play, when it thinned tlie ranks of 
the enemy. 

Robert, king of Naples, was at the head of 
the Guelph array at Genoa. The siege had 
' now lasted with various fortune for two years; 
and every summer the king visited this city to 
conduct the enterprises of the campaign. Cas* 
truccio, urged by Galcazzo \ isconti, and by 

his own belief in the expediency of the scheme, 

conspired to destroy the king: a fooUsh plan 
in many ways ; fionr a legitimate king, like a 
vine, never dies ; and when you throw earth 
over the oM root, a new sprout ever springs 
up from the parent stock. 

The kmg of Naples had fitted out a fleet to 
go and attack the king of Sicily, who was a 
protecMr of the GFhibeltnes. Castrucdo sent 
two desperate, but faithful teliows, to set iire 
to the ship in which the king himstlf sailed. 
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Tiie lueo got admittance oa board the royal 
galley, wbkh, swifter than the re«t| sped on 
through the wavea^ whii« the rest of the fleet 
bung like a cloud on the far horizon. At night 
the smell of fire was perceiYed in the Tesadt 
and a small flame issued from oae of the vviu- 
dows; diemffiiglht and coofiision were teirible^ 
when tbey found that they were buraiog thus 
cm the desert sea^ while tbe*other vessek were 
too distant to ailbid them aid. All hands were 
at work to extinguish the flames ; and it was . 
thea th^ the hiread ijoceocUariea were perceivec^ 
as tbey tried to Are an^ber part of the ship. 
It was found tl^t thej. werf fu:ovi/iedi with 
floats of cork, by which they hoped to preserve 
tbems^m in. the waterj .uoul bjf some acci* 

dent tiiey aught be rescuf d, ^ ^ 

The fire was seen bj tbe f^ilkgrf in which* 

the eldest son of king Robert was erg^arked^ 
and wbidi bcm down to his relie£. Thyooth* 
lid prmce, in an agoi^ of terror, lent^his own 
band to tbe oar that tbejr xud^ anivf moie 
speedily. The whole crew was sa^j and 
the criminal weie lesmed for torture and 
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Tlie news of this detestable plot was spread 
Afoogh .all llaly^ nor wm it nfudb Uamod. 
It was then that Euthaaasia^ the hving spirit of 
goddMBs and JioiKHUV' amtchrt; tbe angiush 
the an worthiness of Castruccio occasiooed her» 
Mt a just trtomph; that she had oveicoiiia 
her incliQations, aad wa^ aot bride of a 
liubomer and a auifdmw. fivm now^ mrnni* 
bering that it was knowa that ahe ooce loved 
Antelminelli, she was penetrated with shame^ 
and her cheeks burned with Uushaa when she 
h^ard the tale. But^ careless of an infamy 
Which he shared whh maajroflnaeaiuitrjFiiMiy 
and sorry only that hi^s desigtfchad aot succeed- 
ed, Gastruccao did not afteoijpt'to GQf^^ 
part he had taken in the j>k)l| and k>udiy de* 
tiared HokX all his ^^eraies might expeet the 
aame measure as king Robert, while in return 
he permitted them to try the like surts against 
him. 

In the mean time he prosecuted the war 
«wi(li ledoaUed vigour. In the winter of the 
year 1320, the Ghibehnes reinforced their 
anmes hf&m Genoa, and called npon their 
allies for theur utmost assistance j and Cas* 
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tmccio amof^ the ne^t wam to advance to tbw 
aid with all his forces* But the Gucfphs were 
noiidb: Floradce had aeot ftoUiero every cam- 
paign to reinforce the Genoese, and entered 
wilh •i»ril into all the enteipnaes Mndcrtetaia 
against the imperial party ; although a wish to 
pmerre timr territory firoe from the ht^mm-of 
war^ and to repair by a long peace the injury 
doM ta tbek vioas and oUve woods, had caused 
them to preserve a shew of peace with Lucca* 
* Caslniccio consideied all his preseot sue- 
ceases as preliminaries ooly to his graod uo» 
dertaking ; and, having now reduced not only 
tba territoiy of IjUoc% but many castles and 
strong iioliis^ which before liad cither been in- 

dspendenty or had paid tribute to Qeooa, or 

to tbe lords of Louibaidy^ he planned a more 
TigofCNMi syatem of warfiyne for the eosiuiig 
campaign* His first step was to increase bis 
security and power in Lucca itsdf. 

Havipg growa proud upon his recent suc- 
cesses, lie began to disdain the name of consul, 
whkh he had hitherto borne* Ue assembled 
die senate ; and, at tbe instance of Ins friends, 
who bad bcm tutored £of the purpose^ this 
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MiemMy h c ite if ed upon -Uin^lhe g ov w m nent 

of Lucca for life^ with the title of prince. He 
aft ei wftid s cftused this grant to be eodbtned 

by an assembly of the people; his warlike 
f c W e v ements, joined to the moderate expendi* 
tiue of his gpvernmen^ had made him a great 
favourite with the inferior classes of the com* 
munity^ and they cordially entered into the 
projects of his ambition. Soon after, through 
the mediation of his friend Galeazzo Visconti^ 
he obtained lioni Frederic, king of the Ro- 

mitm, tile dignity of imperial Vicar in Tut* 

cany. 

AU Hm passed during the winter; and in 

the spring he assembled his troops^ intent upon 
some new d^ign. He had now been at peace 
with i'iorence for the space of three years, al- 
tfsongh, fighting under opposite banners, the 
spirit ot enmity had always subsisted between 
him and them. Now, without declaring war, 

or in any way advising thrai of tfa^ p^t^ he 

suddenly niade an incursion into their territory, 
burning and wastbg their land as far as En»- 

poii, taking several castles, and carrying oifan 

K5 



Tlui violAlkio of ever? Iaw of MtWiM fiUod 

the Flgreutiaea at first Avitli aflfright^ and after* 
yrftnb with indigparian. They had «eat jtheii: 
beftt trogjps to Genoa | aod U^ey fouad Uiem- 
pelves attecked without mumng or linie far 
p«iparatio&. Whea th^ X'uccliese reUeated* 
aoDflor aod bonudmit succeMled*' Caslniccio 
replied to the re|iro»Giiea 9( flor^aUioeft fay 
a declaration of wfir/ and then immediatily 
luarchfid with hifi ^rce& to ioin the hfttingina 
army before Genoa. 

When ibe Floreotioet found that tbay could 
gblaia no redress, they turned their thou^lits t^o 

« 

' pswmgfi. They what Jre«h itroopa tboy 

oould aq)uong tbe citizeo9} ;aad wishing, to as- 
mt their siMil awiy by odi^ meanoes wbi^ 
were tlien rife in the Italian system o£ w^iare^ 
they endeavoured fx> foment aconspiracy among 
the Lucchesefoyr the oveiiti^row of their {g^i^ca'ii 
govemin^t. Castniccio recdved in one day 
letters fironn (jiiovanni Ca$tigUone» the g/e- 
serai who comm^oded tlie few troops which 
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h6 bad left to guttid his own pnncipflBtyi to 

'infurin him, that the FloreaUnes had entered 
ibe Val di Nie^ole, boniing and spoiliiigerery 
thing before them ; and irom Yanni M<ntle« 
easMliy bis eivH lieutenant ftt Lucca, wMi in- 
formation of a plot .for the destruction of his 
power wMch was brewing in that city. Cas* 
truccio immediately left the Lombard army^ 
and returned with his troops to discoucert 
these designs. 

Of the castles which were situated within a 

* 

tamilt of many mifes round Lucca, lU were 

subject to Castruccio, except the castle of 
Vedperga and its dependencies. He bad often 
solicued £uUianasia to place her lordship un* 
Mf'tiie pit)tecti6n of his government ; and she 
had uniformly refused. '1 he castle of Vaiperga 
was situated on a rock, among the mountains 
tbat bound the pass tbrough whicb tbe Ser- 
chio flows, and commanded the northern en- 
trance to the Lucchese territory. It was k 
place of great strength^ and in tlie hands of an 
enemy might afibrd an easy entrance for an 
hostile army into the plain of Lucca itself. 
The Fbientfoes^ trusting to the affectioa which 
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the wnlM bam tbw city, sent anibiiiidDfB 

to h&£ toiatrcat her to efi^^kfeaa aaaUuttice wilh 
tiiem against C ast r u coo, and to admil m {Mtftgr 
of f ioraotioe sokUiera ioto castlst but sbo 
rejected their proposals, and positively refuted 
to enter into any league ii|)urioiia to the exil- 
ing gov^Dmeut of Lucca* The ambassadors 
hed beitt aelecled firam ftff'Tffg her int*i i ^ ifi 
fiiends ; and her Momaldq^ PondeliBonti^ waa 
nt the heed of them : tliey were not tfaemfam 
ixitiimdated by one repulse^ but reiterated iheir 
argument^ iraoded upon her own iniwiefj 
service she would render to her neuva 
towiiyinvaiD. I^efislt that the liberty in which 
she had been p^^rmitted to reflcuun^ whtle^ one 
after another, all the castles around her liad 
heea reduced, could ooly have axnea bom the 
friendship and forbearance of the prince ; and 

fthejudfedthetitwotthi he a aort of tmema m 

her, to take advantage of his moderation to in^* 
trodiice deviatetioa into his country; etthe 
same time she promised, that no tlireats or in-r 
traelMt ahouU uidiice her to eUy honeif with, 
or submit to^ the enemy of Floreace* 
The embei9edQra» who had heeo heed in 
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thfi Italum ft/vKr^l q£ nfiiifarg nf that aiz6k' Itllld 
understood, and by no means appiovcd her 
•cmyhi ; tiiqr fouiid bcr boMvcr iatindUe to 

tlieir argUQ^ients, and w^e obliged to give up 

•U wpteltttioii qS bdr nitlnnrni But they 

made the hope of oveicomiog her objections 
tiM iwjBtmtiwrthiir pmtiMled stftjF io her cas* 
tie; for they had other desigas in view. The 
wknity at Valperga Io Luc^, md tbt inleiw 
courae which took pl^e betweea it and that 
tOMi^ gft'w tfiBiii AH op|x>Ttiiiiitf of bacttfmtig 
ari<tiiaiuted with Aeverai oJl the discoD t ente d uo* 
blesy the mnnantB of the faction of the N#r^ 

whQ had hftftn y^n witlf ^ ^ reuiAin* Flit ha- 

nasia^ being a Guelph, had of course much in- 

UKmmxm with the few of thet party who were 

to be found in Lucca ; and from the conversa- 
tion of these imd the Flomtuie embessedovs 
conceived the hope of weaving some plot 
'wlikh would pvoduoe the <foiwi^ Castruc» 
cio. And Uiey beheved^ that io one of them 
thejr Ind found a suooessor to his dignity^ sad 
a chief who wouki prove as faithful to the papal 
party, as Castruccio had been to the imperial* 
AoMWg those of .the facttoo of the ^Nenf who 
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house had married Lauretta dci Adimari, a 
^v>iiM>i of BntliaiiMnia XUiiOODOiBnMi iml 
caused great intimacy between the familiesj 
Md-Lfiodino ^ Qoii^y lh« hMbaiid of Im^ 
retta, was a young man pf taleol^ spirit and 
•mbitioii. Bttog idbiad m ocMUflMiid in 
army of Castruccio, he was however forced to 
oiBpciid hit lowof MtiOD ud hte dMire of di* 
gtinri tiori i in hmitiofir* hawkimi •atiA tQuriiamieiit&* 

Howttiit man of 'kui^ fbf Iniio^ md gffonitfj^ 
t pa ct e d aod lo¥ad ia Luccaf for liia maiuma 
^ere courteous^ and bis disposition generoutf^ 
w Ihal mm^ one Uanied tbo piiooo ibt nag^ 

lecting a pei sua of so much merit on account 

of faifl party. Every year lio^M^er added la 

the discontent of Leodino \ and he used fr^ 
qiwitfy at tlie caade of hiaeoom Eirtlwnamy 
to bemoan liis tal% aod declare how he iouged 
fcr a diange wMdi sfaooMdrawlmiifmB kHe^ 
ness^and obscurity« Lauretta was a beauti- 
ful and amiable girl ; but party feelings ran 
•o faigb in Luooai that she was ahmmed at a 
iQu^ph and a Florentine^ and theitfure she 
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I akO'tnlBiid Aagerly, iMd Hm emnplsiiiti of her 

husband { wijole the fear of the confiscation of 
kis property widdkiid LeodiBo from mmng 

aasia esteemod him highly; his mind wa» 
graaliy coiUvated « and the simUarity of thekt 
taotcs and pursuits had fivm rae to a sincere 
aftckkm and syinpathy betwoen tinm. Tbo 

Floreotine aniUassadoio buw Leodino aiid hi» 

mh mi Iho ctatiecrf Valporga; they eksAy pe- 

I netrated his diaraclei and wishes; and Boo«* 

]»ate with them ui their design. Leodino re« 
qpuflped littlo iiHitigirifin^ end tiiittiediatoly set 

to .work in Lqcca to gain partizans ; .every 
limg promieed wdL All due luKit«ent:»!^ « 
Ij^ ftiUy (irnnrfialtfd from Euthaaeaia f who was too 
' suicere of disposition lo suspect fraud in otheri>. 
Bat tbei« plot waa now ripe; and the ambae* 
sadors were on the eve of ielurning to Tioieuce 

to lead their troope to the attack; idienthe 

con^puacy was betrayed to Moidecasteiii^ and 
CaiMcao BUddeoly appeared in Laeca* 

i . Bondehuunti and his associates instanUy 

yutted Valperga ; aodeeveral of tliecoQii^ 
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taob tbnuk wA affikdiL fled finom Lucca: 

but Leodino, ^trusung to the secrecy with 
wUcfa he hid enveloped his mme^ teiolvad to 
brave aU danger and to remain* This ^n^u* 
dnoi cauiod his destniction ; and^ the mom- 
mg after tbfi return of Ca^truccio^ he and six 
more of Us iodiiMiie aamaales wm emslBd^ 
and thrown into priaon* liauretta iled ia de-^ 
spair to the castle of Valperga ; she threw her- 
self ioto the anas of £uthaiiaais, ooofiMsed 
ihe plot that had beea carried on with Boiidel- 

iDOttl^ and iolreatod her mtercesMD with the 

prince to save the Ufe of Leodiuo. £uthajM^ 
mf^kkhm indignatioa rise, on ifiscorann^ thai 
her hospitality bad beea abused^ and her friend- 
ship employed as the pretence which mled a 
conspiracy. But, when the weeping Lauretta 
urged the daog^ of Leodtno, all her anger was 
€han§p>ri into cooipasdiion and anxiety f aod she 
ordered the horses to be hrougbt to the gate, 
thatshe laigbt hasten to Lucca« I am afipaid^ 
my poor cousin," said she, " if the prioce be 

not of himself iocUiied to wmcy, that my in- 

treaties will have Uttle effect; but be assured 

that I will spare no prayers to gain the U& of 
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Leodmo. His life t indeed that is £ar Koo pre 

within . me, which assures 9^ that he wiii bo 
ttived; iiBur Mdnng, dMrafere; T will bring 
him back with wlieo L xetunu'' 
" S1»B had covered her bead with her veil, and 
folciod h^ capuchin jpound her ; when aa at* 
tendant announced the arrival of Castiuccio 
himself at the casde. This nsiexpected newa 
made her turn pale ; and again the blood, ilow- 
• mg fipom her heait^ AfcA her charim and amoa 
her fingers widi pink ^ she hardly knew what 
ewned her t^itaftuiii ; bat she tromUed^ her 
eyes filled with tears^ her voice iaultered « 
Caatraecto flstarecL 

He was no longer her lover^ scarcely hei 
ftwrid; no joy sparUedin tiieeyeaof either at 
this meeting a£ter a separal;ion of months ; she 
had loved him passionately, and still dwelt with 
landemess on the amoots o£ what he .had 
been; but she saw nu* likeness bctweeii .die 

fiieod of her ftMbp beaming with love^ joy 

and hope^ and the prince who now stood be^ 
fanahar; faia bum waa bcot^ hia curted bpi 

expressed disdain^ Im attit&^de md gesture were 
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hittgjbiif tndl itonfftit' v^hIUvqi £ittfaio>M 

was not to be dauuUid this shew of superu 

mmdf aod advaoced towards him with calm 
dignily^ nf\ng, f^My lAiri^ I wrim Aknitt to 
viaii jou,. wbea I fiad that you.pc&vaot me by 
Iwjfwuiiiig mj eMle ^th your pmenoe; I 
mm coixaog as a supplmtt &^ tim h^.ot a dua 
friend." / . . ' ; 

*^Comi0BBp pflriiaps myeteaiKl is of aon 

serious impurt,^ — at least tu yourself: and^ 1 

catiop^ I in treat you to hear me before we 
«B<;er any (rther filitsept**' i : 

Euthanasia bowed asseat, and Castrucoo 

^Madoaaa^youmay reinff>tnl>er thatl Imm 
cRm in inmdkfimtm «ti«Uwl yoii' to pkot ' 
youraelf uuder tb» protectiom of luy.goveaw { 
%iefit at Locca; ym have erer refused me^ 
mnid. X iiidiikiaiitly accjbdfid to wiir ty>finii], 1 
have subdued all the castles around, several \ 

•teopgo tea tbii> bul 1 faani kft you to eagof \ 

the independence you prized.- I did thi^^ 
ttmrimg to yourpcoaise^ tbat^ dAough yo« ! 
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wawjaot my aUy^ you .mmki fi^ booom Wf 
enemy, and liiaty in whatever war I might eD» 

gage uf^frnM, yon would fxreierfd a strict 

trality, vOa^myjretum from Genoa, forced to 
tiiis beaty measure by the iatimation of a plot 

being foiined against me^ I find that you are at 

toraaoled a aK^raJojundos part, m fimienting 
a GOQspiracyi and -giving, traitorj^ tboae oppor* 
tunUieB for matoHng tb^ plans, whk^^ unless 
yoa -bad daoe tbis^ tbey.coiUd Advar. bava 

dreamed of/* 

. Eutbanasia vepbed. eayneidy} ^{ My iosd^ 

your mistake woi^ld be parduaable^ had you 
not known me long enou^ to ba'asim«d tiuit 
I am mcapabie of acting the part you attribute 
lo ma..' Bnt^ iMiaugh you have forgotten tliat 
treaaon aod arbfi.ce are . as ibi^ei^to myiia» 
%m aa dailmes^ttfthat of Ihe-ttiiiy you witt «e 
ifimi brieve- maiy wtoa I give you my solemn 
assurance, that until this morning'i kaew nt^ 
ikmg of the conspiraoy entered into agaiatt 
you. And now"— — 

"^Bnt hdw cao Hus-be? Did not Bonded 



fBoooA and his as a ociatea reside in this ca&tle 

for two nionths ? 

« They did ; they came to urge me to enter 
into the Floreatiae war against you^ which I 
tefosed*" 

''And was it necessaiyto hejiitate during 

two months for your ansiver ? or, did il not 

rather enter into your plansy tliat tbey should 

Mcntttt as s|Mea and plotters for my destmo* 

tionf but enough ctf tltts"-—*- 

^.Bnough^ ami fortootmicfa^iny hud* Yon 

doubt my £uthy and di^)eUeve my word ; these 
are outrages which I did not expect to rooei^ 
lirom you, but to which I must submit* And 
now permit me to speak to you on the subject 
of my intended visit.'' 

^ Pardon me, bat you may remember that 
waagiwd I should be the first heard; audi 
have not yet mentioned why I intrude myseif 
iaio your cattle. 1 amatwar with natvnee; 
you are not ; and you believe yourself permtt- 
todi not only to hold ccMtespondenca with my 
enemies, but also to afford them an opportu- 
mty tfirougfa your means to carry on plots wi A 
my traitorous subjecto. Tins may bare been 
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jdoM very ioiooaally Oil 3Four part ; butlcaa- 

oot penoit a repetiuoa of the daaoeiiume, or ^ 
of any other, whidit tiiough difiering m wordt, 
ahaU be tba laaie in spirit If you have oot 
taken advantage of my forbearance^ you have 
lUi iysait abiawii youiadf ioci^bie of saataimog 
the tru^t I leposcd in you. But^ Euthanasia, 

if you aiB indeed innocent, I am unmannady 

in being thus stern v^ith you; and, since you 
deny that you entmd into thia plot, and I 
would fain believe you, it is with repugnance 
that I eater upon the subjectof my yibiU You 
must surrender your castle to uie} prudence ^ 
no longer pemuti me to anfir you to enjoy 
yadependeace } and, however painful the al- 
ternative, you .must subout to become mj 

ally" 

" It were of little moment to enter into a 

* 

tm^y vltb mei^'' aaid Eutbanana, with a bit* 

tor smile : " ^ince, if I am capable of treason^ I 

may be more dai^aroua a» an ally than an 
eoemy«'' 

'^Notso; Ibclhefintaitide of our alliance 

muat.be the razing of tins castle; in exchange 
yon ahall Imm a dte aflbrded ypu in the plain 
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for tb^ erection of a palace, nor shall you in- 

cur any loss in fortune or -remiilet Mft 700: 

must descend to the rank of a private iadtii* 

dual, and- tfaas castfe, aiKl ^^nr p<yive^{fi tiita^ 

coantry, must be resigned inU^ my hands,^^ * 

My lord, I am afraid that %ve shall not 

agiwon the first artiele x>four intonded tmsOfm 

I will persCfvire ia the neutraUty I promised, 

and endeaimt 16 be mem prudeol than I w<a 

in this last unfortunate afiair. But I cannot 

■ 

surrender my casttey or permit tfie teat <^ wof 

ancestors, to be razed to the ground* And 
now allow me to speak oCwliat is neater to «q^- 
hearib Leodfino de' Guinigi has conspired 
ai^mt you, you hate dtsoovered his plot, and 
have thrown him into prison. I know that 
you conrider his life a forfdt to your laws ; 
but I intreat you to spare him ; if neither the 
generosity of your character, nor the in^po- 

tenoeof your enemy will indioe jfou to namy/ 
I fntreat you by our antient fiiendship. Hte 
wife, Lauretta dei Adimari, is my ootisin, and 
fny friend ; Leodmo, althov^ yoUr enemy, is 
a man distinguisbed by evarf mtae, bravei * 
generous and wise« If you would obtain n 
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Mtkfiil and trustMvortiijr friefvd, pardon faiai, 

confide in him ; and his gratitude will' be ta 
yoa wagoafd in hiiDdred stroiig : if you have « 
not suQicicnt magnanimity to trust your enemy, 
iMoiah Inm $ bul for my sake spare his Kfe/' 

Castruccio appeared somewhat moved by 
hmmmMMM, hM he Tepfied^^^Itcatmotf 
be 9 I am sorry to refuse you, but the exam* 
pie would be too dangerans. Pot aside tinsr 
from your thoughts, and let me iatreat you tot 
comider what I haipe jmtlidd.- You amswef 
me dighdy; but be assured that i have not 
mentioned this alternative of war or peace be- 
tween us, until my purpose was fixed : reflect 
seriously on the evils that resistanee may biing 

upoD yoQi and iend me yoor amfwer tomor« 

' row. • ' - . ' 

' ^ TmnMiw, or Mlay, it ie the jame. Buff 

^ you, Castruccio, reflect upon the misery you' 

cause, if yon nkm to sjiate my onfarttmate 

friend.'* 

m 

^ Do not torment yocrrself or me any more' 
^ on the subject of Leudino ; your intercession 
' is fruitless ; he Is already dead ; I gave onlers 
for Ms immediate exetu taon before i left Luoca. 



L 
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—But why are ^ou so paler— What agUat^ 
you i 

Euthanasia could not speak ; the horror that 

loved aanouaced so coldly by his murderer^ 
overctme her: she slrugis^ no'aidj^ ool to 
tamti but^ whea Castruccio drevv near to su|^ 
pott l^r, ho finiiid her hood cold and UfiBlees; 
aod her trembhog Ikabft alooe shewed that^he 
•till Mtz her lipe weie pole; she atood as if 
chaa g ed to stone 

Eutbaaasia^ speak ! ^ 
^ Spei^ 1 What should X say ^ Leavoiaai 
You touch mej and your hands are covered 

with .hlood, your ganneiita are dripfuos with 

gore J come not near me!— Oh! God, have 
{Hty OD mdp that I should ioxiw this misaiy ! 
Leave jaoie « you are not a mm » your heart is 
stone; your very fisaturaa betray the ky Mood 
which fills your veins. Oh, Leodioo ! 

And then she w^ept, and her featuies rebuced 
trom the rigid horror they had expressed mto 
softness and grief* After she bad wept awhile, 
and thus calmed her agitatiouyshas^d: '^My 
lord^ this is the last time that we ^aU ever 
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meet* You (aay att a ck my csurtk^if you wiU ; 
you may tear it down, and leava not a stone to 
• shew wlwm it atood; but i will amor fohao- 
tarily submit to a tyrant and a muiderer. My 
mmmr b bndi^Do ja^t wwH: it eaniot 
be so bad as that wlucb you have already 
done! You faaw dMlrayed every hope of mf 
life; you have done worse, far worse^ thau 
my words can CKpraas; do ool eiMpmla 
or let me exasperate you, by a longer stay : I 
can mwr forgive the death of Leodioo ; fare* 
weli'-^we are eamues} do your worst igaiott 
me." 

She left hiin^ unable lo retaiD any longer 

even the patience to beAKdd him. But she had 

no leisure afibrded her to indulge her grief 

' or inulgnation. Lauretta had heard of thedeatii 
of herr huBbend ; end her despair, end tfaeeon* 
vulsions it occasioned, entirely engrossed Eu* 
lhanama^l eltentioni so that she forgot her ow» 
hseliags and situation ; nor did she recur to the 
threats of Gestmceio, until they were recalled 
to her recoUeetioa by other proceedings on hie 
part. 

He did not doubt in his own mind^ that, 

VOL. II. It 
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when pushed to extremity, the countess would * 
iuiTOHlnr faeir CMlle* W^kflnfaftfimlMMltlisI 
it had been selected by the coiii[itrators as 
ilieif f6Ddwoufty he bsBwed tlwt ehe bttd Imd 
a prtoeipftl »bare in the. plot ; but now, when 
SHPTifl flf hfr ii intw_wiw (far it wte InipfWHwhiff 
not to believe her words^ lo deail; were truth 
«M fX)urageou0 iincenty -petnmi en ner Mine. 

rifii I n tiUM iarfl\ he did nol thftt releol in his 
purpose of depriving her of the independeidce 
thet »^ DoeieeiedA in ^e midel o£ ft lenilore 

9ubject to ^ himself. Like many of bis prede- 

had a method io bis tyranny ; and he never 
proee«M toany aei of viokace^ wtenifinl 

consulting with council^ and obtaining their 

the casde oS ValpjMgat he celled together thU 
firiendly aaocm Myy and repraia[ited to them the 
evil h» incurred by permittiag §a viotont % 

Guelph as the countess EutHfanasia, to pre- 

aerve faer poweri tod eieet faer stKBdaidt m 

Uie vei)' heart of his principality. His council 
tliat the castle muat i)e reduced. 
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• The following moioiog Castruccio bade Ar- 

figD^ QtUnigt CMfjriklllMBfjptD fiilliUMDitML 

Arrigo had always b^^eu a favourite with the 
oonomii andOMtraedbtiwughttbiililiio^ 
li« more delkate and for beanie, toaeod^Moe 
ioyottttg an4 uap wwmwog ag tohaMwref Ma 
njij^^ ^iopl^^cipj mffiftiigigi Finthanatia ntfyivcd 
the youth with kiiidMss ; they taHeed on va« 
tkma aufaiafsli 1 but gKii ciiigfiillT rrfrainitd ffimi 
knentioniQg Castruccio s name, or alluding to 
llittiiiBlnattclififii atljiofias lod ttwaalDUi. 

^^^^^^P^^P ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ K^^F ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^V^^^^^^^P l^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^P ^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^F ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^V^ff 

before Arrigo could summon courage to iatro? 
4luM tiiii loiae Uowrif ; at koglh M aakl ; 

^ Madonna^ I bear a message to you &om 
iPO pniioa» 

FlUthafiaMa chaogod. colour when he waa 
^ittiidadto; he, wtom die now ftand^. aa Ibcw 
narly abe had dw^ on bia idea wUh love* 
She replied hasdly ; What it AnlrfimMlK^i 
ptoainre witbma^ . Speak quiddy^ that then 
may soon be an end of a subject, which I 

eeoDiH evn think npoo wttfaout agitalmi.[' 

. ^ Yet I must intreat your jiadeoce, for my 
flHB^HP la BMHiv aiioi^ wDPOiiiiiiuoi WDS^ aoo 

jfou must patdoD me that I aw its bearer : 

it • 



■ k 
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you know by what ties I am bomd io G&#-* 
tnioGio; isxiif I oow ob^ hiiDt do aaty dear- 
est countess^ coademn me too harishly. He 

ttitiMtsyoo to imbmber wlmt 1» a«U ii1h» 

he visited you two 'daj^s ago ; he has since 
diictissid llie«fiBirm«aiiiieil; andiliBigiMdt 
that yoa can no longer be permiUed to re^ 
ttte yow indepeodeiice. Yaa kamrtiuit Uni 
pnoM la all^werM heicf bia. army is wmlk 
dteciplined tad fismidabto; hta WBanmi di . 
•verywbareaubimttodtouoqueatioiMd* Look 
at every castle and village for miles around ; 
tbey ackoowUKi^ hia law; you qaoMtdraui 
therefore of resisting and^ if you refuse to 
aubmit^ it ia because you bdieve that ha will 
nut proceed to extreinities with you. My dear 
£utbanan% this is a friewoa task fcr ma^md 
one which no ear tlily power but Caslruccio 
ccHildhawpeimadadYnetoiindtaili^ panloii 
me, if I appear upmannimrly when i repeat bia 
Wofda* 

" Ue says, that bedoesooticMrgetlbefriecMU 
ship that once subsisted between you, and that 
hadeei^y ragMs thai yonr ealdiMa<atti vto^ 

knee caused a division betweaa yQu ; but this 
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j0'ft qjMMiw of and not rpitfi^ alter- 

.caUon^ and he would be unworthy of the trust 
repcwed 'm hian if be pefmiUed bui aidividu«l 
iuoclmatium to mter^e with his duty towards 
die public. He is Gommanded by tbe ruling 
^oweirs of hU countr/y to cooipel tbe sub- 
wiMOD ei Iba cattle end rock of Velpei|;a; 
^(ul he ift resolved to obe; them : he intreats 
yw to spare both yourself and him the unhap- 
•{Hiiesa ypn inflUt oi^ huai and the blood 
that must be shed, if you resist. It would be 

fibsttfdtpatteiDpt to defiuid yourself alone ^ to 

give your .cause the least chance of success you 
BMiit eaU ui foreigin ud ; andy by bringing the 
rio^entines into the hear( of this valley, you 
iiot only iolroduce war and destruction into 
jtbe fibodes of {^eace, ^i\t you act a treasonabie . 
part (forgive me if I repeat his word]^ in tildng - 
^dvauiUig^ of 1^ PR we( which you bold through 
bit indulgence, to endeavour to bring ruin upon 
Jhuii. 3tt^what^iirjNHdetariaiLDe upRUywhe^ 
ther to hold out with your uwi) spall forces, 

or to call atnnigMi to your asM a ta n ca» be 19 

resolved to spa^e 1^9 ejiertion^ to be stop* 

psd Jvnootataclib wtilb^liasiwdjiMiidn^ 
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his owu haods Valperga aod aU its d^Modco* 
cies ; at the same time tlnit you, so fer firooi 
being a loser, except ia noinuial advaatage^ 

shall be fully compensated for ^our present 

£utkaimsla listened attentively^ altliuugb 

aumetuxies dbdain hovmd on lier fips^ and •! 

times h6r eyes hashed fire at the words she 
heanl. She paused a ncMiient to eoilact b«r 
thoughts^ and thea fiiie replied : My dear 
Arrigo, I pardM moat fireely A Ae pait yo« 
take ia these uofortuoate curcumetonces | I 
would that the prince had not so far degraded 
ium^, M to v«l iu» t;»uoy with hn>oeri»F 

and felsehood ; his is the power, and not the 

aaoafts's; to him I reply ; afid, castnag ftway aft 

tke vain pretexts with which he would hid^ 

perhaps to lumsel^ iagustiee and famlesa 

ambition, I reply with plain woids to his art. 
fblapaedi; Md IbegttnUivifhimtaaya^^ 
tlop you faitlifully deliver my message to him. 

^ I will neter wUHngly somodsr iDy power 
iato his hands : I hold it for the good of my 
people, who are happy ond^r my go^^erament, 
and towards whom I shall evar paK^orm mj ^ 
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^tj^ I kxk upcm him ac • bwleM tjfnmt^ 

whom every one ought to resist to the utQi9&t 
of ^dmr power; nor will 1 through cowardice 
give way to injustice* I nmy be ej^asperated 
liejond pradence ; but right if ott my side : 1 
have preserved the articles of my alUance with 
binii and I will hcM tfiem s611 1 but, if he at- 
tack mep I fthall defend myseii, and st>all bold 
myself justified in accepting the awistande of 
my frieodft* If 1 had not that right, if indeed 
I had pledged myself to submit whenev^ he 
ahould call upon me to resiga my birthright 

wiiat an absurd mockery is it to talk of l]is 

* moderatioii towards me 1 I acknowledge that 

be might long ago have attempted, as now he 

tbraaleiu^ to reduce tlus caslfe to a fiightAil 

ruin i but then I should have resisted as X shall 

i now; resiated with my own foreea, and^tfioee 

of my aHI'^f^t Valperg^ atanda on a barren 

rock, and the few villages that own its law 

are poor and unprotected; but this castle ia 

as dear to me as all his dominipn is to him ; I 

inberitedit from my ancestors; andif I wisfaed 

to despoil myself of power, it would be to make 
/ 
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my peop!e (me^ and not to force them to eater 
the muft^-oroU oi a usurper aod a t^xmU 

** My dear Arrigo, do uot endeavour to per- 
suade 0»e 10 eker my purpose;, for it » iused* 

I am iiut young nor old enough to be scared 

hj dueats, nor beppy enoui^ to buy UGs on 

auy terms Castruccio may choose tP oiiur* I 
am wUlii^ to lose it m a jutit cauae} and mdk 
1 conceive to be th«3 preeervatioa of my luUe- 
litanee*'' 

ikrrigo Dvas bao raw aud me^^^pen^ced to 
eontend in words with Euthanasia; he waa 
overcoat by her entbu&ia»»| whicb^ aithougb 
serious and apparently quiet, was as a stream 
thai runs de^p and waveless^ but whose couiae 
is swiiier and stronger than thaj which wastes 

ite favM ta Coaoa and ixaMi 
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Ali&iOO »^rae4 sorrowfully to I^icpa. He 
found Castrucdo playing at chest wUb Mor-- 
4> w t » U i> while « priest, BottisU Tripalda^ 

sat observLog the game^ aiul syppiling it hy his 

*f Nayj Vaniu, I shall check-mate you next 

mow/* said CaatruQcio ^ tbu»k agiin if you 

cannot escap©| aod maK^ l)etter play* Well, 
AiiifQi^ is peaee.or war tbe .word ;pu bring 

You mpsti choose that« oiy lord ^ the coun- 
.less wishes ft* peaoa^ but she will not submits" 
. Not submit I critd stalking 
vritli his tall, upright figuce ilkto thp imddfe of 
the room* Xhe wontan is m^l A see ^at 
jdbere is soiiiethii^ wroug ui thi^^ that I must 
.set x^bt.-' 

** Aye/' said Mordecastelli ; "as you k^i 
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my gama right for tem^ and made me loae two 
kotghti and acasde.** 

i wish he could persuade Euthanasia to 

lose a castle, and then all would go well. Are 
there no hope%Arngo^ tell me what she said/' 
Arrigo repeated her message, endeavouiing 

toioltoo horexiNmsioiis; but Castrucdo was 

too experienced in tlie management of the 
httflMHi mind, nd to draw fiom the youdi the 
very words she had utteraL ' 

^ A muitleiisr and a tyfant! praity wofAs 
applied to me, because I put a traitor to death, 
who odierwise would have placed* my head on 
a floren&oe pike* To what extremities am I 
driven 1 I would give the world not to go to 
<4)en war about her miserable castle \ yet have 
it I must, and that quickly, before she can 
•end for bM* Florenttne friends. Whataspint 
she has! I do not blame herj but, by St* 

Martta, I moat tamo iti Vamu, send for Caa* 

tigUoue \ i must give him instructions for the 
eonductof tiieaiege: I will have noUmigio do 
vrith it personally \ so tomorrow I shail away 
16 keep the Fkmntiiies in cbeckj^ if hot«to beat 
tfaem.'^ 
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^ My lord,** aiid Tripikk^ driwing hinidf 

up beiore Castruccio with an air of the utaK)6t 
MMtooBiBqumce, you ham oAn Ibond im 
of life ID occasioos of this sort; and I i&treat 
you to authorize me to atid expCMtidale with 
the Gounteu; I doubt oot that 1 shall bring 
you a favourable answer : she must hear rea* 
aoi^ aod from uo cHie \» abe so Ukely to bear it 
ab from myself.*' * ' - , - 

^^Yott htde know her diqpositioD^ firieod 
Tripalda ; but the most hopelett ^ort is wordi 
makings before I declare war, and take her 
possessions by force. Go therefore to-morrow 
morning early; to the mean tama i will give 
CastigUone my instructions } tba^ if your per* 
suauons are vain^ he may commence the at- 
tack the following day/^ 

Tripalda then retired to meditate the speech 
by which be should persuade Euthanas i a to 
yield j w hile CasU uccio, desperate of any com- 

position^ gpive his full directions for the eon* 

duct of tiie siege. 

If I were n(rt in the secret of the place/' 
said he to CastigUone^ I might well believe 
the castie of Valperga to be impregnable^ ex- 
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cept by farniM^ «nd that fimil^ be« tedkkMi 
pxoceeding; but Iknowof oihersieaiiswfai«h 

will givcyou entrance before nightfall. Lead 

m detachment cf your mo^t nadM aotdim to 

the pathway which ccmducts to the main 
Cranoe of tbe CMtle; that cf comtt will to 
well guarded ; and, iS the ddence is diracttd - 
with comnMNi judgement; th^ diBadvttH^gm 
under which the assailants must labour would 
render 4ie atfeflipl ahnoflft Huaii^* a^ I 

wd, let your more useless troops be employed 
iLcicj they will keep the besieged in play; 
whtle you wiH conduct a choa^ baud U> mm 
victory. You remembeiv the fountain of the 
TOck| beside which we were feasted^ when the 
tountess held her courts and where she sus-l 
tained the mockery of a aiegi ; to be conquer- 
ed in play^ as she now will be in earnest. You 
temember the narrow padi that leads finni ilie 
fbuatain to the postern, a gate, which, though 
i»trong/may easily be cut' through fiyaeri^ 
arms and good hatchets. I know a path which 
leads from this valley to the fountain ; it is long, 
diffiqiUi and almost impracticable ; hutlbafe 
^scaled it, and &o may you and your followers. ' 
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To*n^kt before the mooo rises^ aiKl^sifiea 
Iftle, we wiU ride to tbe spot^ wad when yo« 
are in possessioii of ibis secrey tbejcattte is at 

h was now (iia b^iiuujag of the nooth of 

October; the summer, which had been par- 
icukrljr sultiy, bad swiftly dscbned; ahesdy 

Uie gales which attend upon the equinox swept 

Ibroegli the yrwAy and tbe tnos^ who kaovr 

■ ii * 

Hb voice, sod suddenly grow grey with fear. 
And trembly and despoil themselves, 

tMd lAieady begun to obey the cammmA of 

. their ruler : tbedi^cate chesnut woods, whkli 
test dare eneoaiMr the blasts sfiring, whose 
tend^ leaves do not ejcpaad uutii they megr 
become a she^ to the awaHow, and which 
iirat bear the voice of 4he tyrant Libeccio, as 
lie comes all conquering from the west, had 
«heaily changed tbeir hues, and ahoiie yettow 
and red, amidst the sea-green foliage of tlie 

M)6fes, the darhsr bat tight boughs of th^ ebrk 

trees, and the deep and heavy masses of ilexes 
and pines* TheerteiihigWMhol; fortheLl- 
beGcio, although it shuts out tbe sun with 



dewky yet fanngs a dbie.iiid Imvy Jtttj diife 
wamuu whib it oaoraftsfis. 

When evening came, Ca^rvK)do and' hit 
^o«i»a«i»r>n arUrgiied theottelves for their «Xf» 
pediuon* They muffled themselves in their 
rMmribmi aikL kMilm thm town t-^ h^m * 
crossed the plain, riding swiftly and silently 
mi^nm^ IVbo CftD ifajfifMad mtD' thfe liMit of 
ntan, and know what the piince kit, as he 
condttclMl Castic^oiie to the secret path^ dis* 
covered by bis love, now used to injure aiid 
•ttbda0 ber 'whom be bad loved i The white 
walls of the ca&Ue^ half concealed by the cork 
Aod ilex torn which grew on die platftHrm bs- 
lbi« atood quietly and sikot » and she who 
dwdt within, whose heart now beat fast with 

waft Ibe lovely and be- 
loved Euthanasia, whose sweet and soft eyes, 
which ibooe aa violets beneath a load of aaow, 
had formerly beamed unutterable love on him, 

and whose, gentle - aod modulated voice bad 

once pronounced words of tenderness^^ whicb^ 

nef er foigcA^it waa 

« 

hii^p the beauufulf who had lived on eanh as 
the finhrioffri staluo-of d c^vioity^ adoimog alt 
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places where appeared| and adarad by aU 
^rao MfWiicT J It was sM| ifMva csmb ne wiB 

about to take and caze^ it waa.agamst her.that 

he now warred with a fixed resolution to coiip» 

qiier» C aitf utdo tfaottf^ ooaH tbia i lie crit* 

ed to mind her altered mien, and the coldness 

wiuch had chakiged bar Imnrt fiponi a tetHni 

of burning love to an icy sjfHriiag: and this * 
'awakened a hAkig uriiich he would ftm ham 
believed to be indignution* ShaU this fslae 
girl/' he miitleredi enjoy this triumph Mvr 
me? And ahidl the love which ah^ despises, 
«save her from liia ftite to wUch her own c«M- 
.nesa.aiid impmdeiiGe cmsign harf« Let Im 
yield; and rtie wiB find the Caatniccio - whom 
abe cahimniateSf oeithar a tyrant nor a mon^ 
ster ; but, if she resist, on her be the burthen 
of thaiiaMry that^oMittfbUaw/' - 

Yet still, as officious conscience brought fur- ^ 

ward eveusas for her, ^ called on him agm 

and again to beware, he rode along side Casti- • 

gliooe^ Md'eMmd imo c e n w wmh nu ^To» 

morrow at this hour/' he said, you and your 
-troqi must eooie along thk road, and hide 

yourselves in the ^est which wo about to 
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entef^ Whea amtwuf k up^ do not keg de- 

for the sooner you take it^ the less blood wiU 
-heafaed: enter ^ bftttk.iOy thftl Uio Hoopt 

•yoa leave for the false attack may be full/ 

aiigaged "mA ikt humgri btfiini yob f«Mnr$ 

aod theD| coming behind the garri80% you 
cm jdrive tlum down moinnlitn oomv 
4)sMt enemifta^ so that they may ikll be takw 
piiioanBy ot8imIl cBtj^AOO^ oiter Qf-tlMrlMi 
or oitfii»^ 

lliey iMm d ih o ou nt ri ; and, leading their 
boraea to tfaoir aervaot^ b^gaa to taoaod-tbe 

acclivity; They moved cautiously along ; and, 

if tbere bad iHMd aojf to liot«D to 

the sound was drowned by the ringing of tho 

lowing the path of a torncot^ and holding by 
•Aa jutting pointo of rack, or tfaar bam ood , tan- 
gled roots of the trees that ovechuog theiP, 
Hliey p rocead ed akmly up Iba iKlaof AoaMiiii» 
-tain. Then tiirning to the rijgjity they paoo* 
trated a complete wikfeme^ of forest ^ound^ 
where the.undergrowtb of tbo gmfe tnia% ood 
the fcia and hiauibles^ covered ev^ry path^ dO 
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ttet Castruccio had uecd of all his sagacity to 
guided him. They awoke, tlie hare from 

fiorm; tad Ite pheMmt^ iMkiDg ciowa from 

the bnmcbes of the trees, flew away with a 
tkmrp cry, Md the whb of tbdor heavy iraifH 
iib their solitude was disturbed* 
. Thtarympm^wmimmd^m^iki^; hut, 
attej: their toil had coatioued oeariy two haur% 

Ihet Itai 

nghti'' aad he paused a mommit beiide a 

springy near which grew atiulilary, but gigantic 
eypraii^ Aat aeeoMd^ Mjwstkoohod upi to al* 

tain to the bright star which shone rij^t above 

aod lowaidft which its mdveless §pire point* 

ed; '^I «m right; 1 kuow tliis place wellf 

mwA ik^ Oistiglione ; ami ttow our jfMmej h 

almost exided.** 

' Itwaabefc^thatia^reMUhhdajfaCkM- 

firucdo and Eutbauasia oiteo played; their 
names were earrdi cm tl^ rough bertc eif ihe 
cypRWi^ aiKl here, iii meoKnry of tbetf iok^ 
friendship, they had since met, to renew the 
vowi they had foiviefiy maie, ¥Ow§ now 
hf okenj scattered to winds^ more wortblefs 
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tlUMi ihi UIm Immb of ^tfi Bnir irt uliicb 
then trod* The wa^y ta the lodc \^imk ov^ 
looked tb« famHaki w%» now ahoft, but more 

/Uffiiml t tkan fiV^ 1 and both Hanrift ^thA i^/ok 

iPM« p g pMia ry to eonqiMr the MMni. Al 

than the castle, overlooked the wholes plaio ; 

sheltered EuUianasia's fouuuin. 

I Mft Dftth which mftv iMd to thA fbu&if 

lain, my lordj,'' said Casuglione« . - 

Then it wmt^ n|iUad thi fNOMi^ ^aor 

did X ever get into the caalle this wa^ ^ but I 

U?« obttffid tbe idaa% itfid dlwU 

practicability of my plao«'' 

C!a^±rtu>f*in ririwr Amm naufaMr him rlaalr a wna^- 

^^^^^^^^^^^WBP ^^^^^^^H^^^^^^™ VHHIB^^V^P^p 4iVPV^^^BHH|l ^^H^^^^^^^^mW^P ^HIMIM^r ^^^^^^^^^Bi^WWw ^^^^^^^B^^^^^^V 

and fastened it to the, shattered stump of ^ 
lightning-bteited ttm\ fay the help of tht» 
xGgi^ and d atick ahpd icaa which hf^.oar* 
liod ia IwlMUMly* ho cootiivod with the aid of 

ffatt^lioiw to rifarh % jffft|0rtiifn ^ i^nr^ j^ 

rock about two feet wide, which ran round 

iKa -nr^xxYir^ AhfM>t- .ton fia^ firAm lift Kai8> * tlwfc 

fouat^n flpwed irom a crevice in this ledge^ 

Olid iiqii i«m )amii.oii| of tfiOKKd^ iMding 
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torn the source to the basin* Castruccio 
. pMied oat tiieee diratiMilMc«s ^ 
mmp aod made it fuUy apparent that, with a 
ftHki bokhMM and ^MNiofiy llwy might arfiw 
by the ineaw he had poiote^ out at the path 
which led to the postern of the castle. A few 
I y a ttioiii aahad \»f Cm6^aoBm, trtnt h die 
priace answered with accuracy and minute-'' 
nefli, siifficed to» dear all the doabtt wioeh the 
former had entertained^ and to explain the 
wkile of Us prooeaifiog. 

As tbey returned, however^ Castiglione said 
ibdMeoly, My lord, yooundeMandtldf path 
so iimeh better than why will you not under- I 
laheA^tttildkr'^ 

« I thank you," replied Castruccio, with a 
bitter smile ; ^ but Ais busmese hSk to your * 
abaia ) i must away to keep off the aid tha 
countess expects from the Florentines/* 

Thsy discapded stowiy { themoootaidnsM, 

which would have discovered their path to 

llMn, bat that db« was Ud iMUad eo tfaiidc a 

woof of dark and lightning*bearing clouds, 
that her piaiiBca aoftoed anljr to dispel the 
.pitchy blackness, in wiiich, but for iicr, they 



Digitized by Google 



t98 YALffSftCA. [C!b,V^« 

iiad beeii enveloped. Every bow and then 

tbagnwling^ilii4ftiitbuilMMM7 tfaniBcbf 4110011 

the air, and was ausvvered by the screechiug 
of thoovri^ and tfa^aoMiM of hMt wteM 
it awoke from tbeir aipong the tree&i 

Tte two advMitttiets aiMm faatdMl ih^ vaUey » 
a£ui^ mouAtU]^ tl^eir hqfM% crossed tt^ p^iSkia 
at full gallop ; and lha strong libaocio agMOifc 
wiudi U^y diruve, cuttii^ the m mth difficolr* 
ty, wanMd tiie Bpiriti, ami aomenrbat dtiii» 
patod tba xoeiaocholyy wbicby io «pite all lua 
affbrts, oppressed Castruccio. He arrived 
fliyfik iktunuMi k|§ icaiiitav'a ud« and* 
whatever flight be the r;Qvolutic)a3 lu^ i<^el- 
ingsy or lha ranuMM which Htuag hum whan 
^ reiiected oa thawork for whid^i hie pre- 
pared, thMMring hiiatalf am hsa eonehy iliaii 
9leep qukiUyx]»verGame fdli nar did ha awakfip 

thaJt thai xLlV VMfr MlvttifiAd* ihftA jj^M* tZXlOiaft hari 

long quitted Luoca^ and that bis priodpal offi- 
aasa waited, ^iiliy Son hina la joHi ttHMoaaa Atyr 

march U>wards the Florentine camp, Cafl# 

inacda thaoahiiak^ llaqyt-Md^MMBV^ 

aiuiae^ weU that his ^uiie had omitted m 
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piece of Ms armour which aiiotber horse boirey 
mod hmnagn^i^ km cfaaigerwbudi wfts to 
be led unbacked to the fields he mounted a 
Wiek palfrey ; and, OMMP^y s^/»«g to Cwtigli« 
one, as he pMaed him ia the palace courts 
^Vea Bnderstand aUy'^-Mtie joined his offi« 
MTSy aad Ihey rod^a oft oa the road to f kn 
rence. 

Aa they lyittttod the towa> they niet IVU 

psAthi, wbO| accosdiig the piiiice, told him, 
tttti he was now going to Valperga^ and liial 
he did not doubt that his arguments would in- 
dhiOB tiie countato to sunecidlefa Ca^niecio 
sliook his head in disbeUef, and^ hastily wish* 
ing Kim good-sneoeaty put apors to Iria hone^ 
iqipareody impatient to quit every thing that 
femimM him of tibe odloua tmk he had kft 
hia friends to perform. 

BaUiista Tripalda, die ambassador of Cas- 
traccio on this occasioD, was a canon of tiie * 
cathedral of St. Ambrose at Perugia, By this 
uZBe me cywiegaa or caoonsy wno naa Defore 
lived in common Uke monks* had been dissolk 
nAf and each nenibair waa peradttod^to^ Hfia 
privately, recmving his share of the yearly in- 



cvaie which was before eniploj'ed as a com« 

fliMitaclu BullteciiioiiiliicLiififlti ti>iMMr* 

fomi in the church, which obhgied thcai to re- 
itdeia ihatoiVDy in wkida^ thft- anhadnd to 
which the;/ heioi^ed was situated ; Tripalda 
httd homfir bien lotur abtntfirocii hin rUilian 
nor did his |»4^>p.evfir enquire him^ ot 
t^quan htm to Mtnnu H« iMid appamd at 

•fid unreeomsiMM; but Im htd tntnidod 

well receii^ed : his eccentric manners madq. 

of his mind forced them to forgive his uncouth 
Aod mouuit iknfiftiiiiiir* YaL' ilriiftiMfb .sft* ' 
ceived all^ he was Uked by none, for there 
ymm a votfUtrj abouthsia lfa«i no om could dt* 
vine; and we seldom Uke what W8 do not com* 
fmiiead. Bm an imbdMbg priest^ jwt 
was permiued to eaesrcise the clerical functiooi i 
. ha a OMB wbD OMd out apiiHt «ke H- 

yet he was tolerated bjr all its members ; he 

' ma aquaUjr mvkh against ^naia and locd% 

fet be was received at every court in Italy.. 
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He was an ' earnest panegyrizer of republics 
and democrades ; jH he was sa^fied wtthno 

existing form of government, because none was 

man 

ought to be his own king and judge; yet ha^ i 
pretended to anoralitjry and to be a strict cen* f 

I sor of manners and luxury. He had a deep j 
insight into arlfiii and artificial character, and 
midiMk.of ioftUnctive prudence in extncaung Q 
himself from the most embarrassing circum« ^ 
fltaiicea; so that hb penetFatkm ahnoat gate | 
him the appearance of a tamperer in the for« t 
Mdan arts; whieh howef&r ha hekl in su* 
preme con ten? pt. 

He was equally well recmved by the opposite 
factions, allying himself with neither, but coa^ 
deoiliing both« When he fitit appealed at 
Lucca, he was humble and mild, pretending to 
nothing but aocorruptcd and iinconruptiUe 

i virtue, desiring none of the gpods of fortune, 
except that which she coold not wMiboM firooi 
him, naaiely, the esteem and friendship of all 
good men. But this was merely the prelude 

I lo what was Id fioUow* He was as those 
dwarfs we read of in fairy taie^, who at hrst 
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appeai^ siuall and impoteat^ but vvho oa iuitUcr 
mcquatntaoee wuhmbc the form of tremeodous 

giants; so^ whea he became lawiliar with hii 
j new fiEieiid% Jie cant qff hu modoit disguise, 
and appeared vain, presumptuous and insolent^ 
deiiferuig his ofiimona as mdes^ vtotent when 
opposed in argumeot^ contemptuoua even whaa 
* agiwd tnth : there wee beiades eomething buf- 
£oooiih ia hi& mamier^ which he ocoeeioDaUy 
endeavoured to pass off for wit and imagina- 
lioiit and «t other lin»ei^«eT7ed bnDast cloak 

for deep designs and dangerous opinions. The 

Quelpha dedan^ diat Ifaey belieiredhuD lo be 

a Ghibeline spy ; the Giiibelines^ that lie waa 
cmder pay from the Popef many aaidy that he 
tampered with both parUes^aiid betrayed both. 
Woirse stories had beeo whispered concerning 
hiQi^ but they were believt^ by i ii was • 
said that the flagrant wickedness of his actions 
had caused him to be banished from Perugim^ 
but this was disproved at once, for if so, vvliy 
was he not deprifed of hia emolumaHs io tho 
church ? 

The fimt conjecture dmcemiag - hias waa 

tiiat he was a spy ; but^ howoYer that might b«^ 
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Uia Ihs confidence witli the chiefs of the o^j^ . 
fuuni. She.admired his uiet^^ b^Ueyod 
saUoQs advanced since the man*- 

Btimffifiri them wiih ih^^ahow o£ i*"^^****^^^ cji» 

taMmioi* SI10 wnotiuMi U'liUiteil bjp hw 

4flopffrti POTictfy wui-ihockeci 9X \m wdttt of ^t^^tif 
cacy ; but she had heard that eady misfortunes 

IumI doraogtd hit uftiih'iritr*******Ki MMlilwHiMiw^ 

and forgave Uixu Ipdeed i>be had known him 

% MffV ilnt ti8M.*MHlll0iiad4M4TCiilll)OII^ 

^bis mask of humiUty aod:mtu% wiuoh he 

scene. 

ftirhwaiiia waited witb,iqip»tienge to bear 

the result of her message to Castruccio. , 3h€ 

in exequ^QQ ; h,utj in case of the worsts she 
^veA Id oppoio hin ^ymtonMop^ md to use 

everjMni^§.tOLpKe9eirve her indepQ^deDce* $he 
imA Ikm tanmi night of bar iplsnri^ with 
i^rrigo, to ioiineiitbe f^omUioiififo^tod!^ 

VOUU. M 
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yiildia brigide ior lior dflfiun^ iiid to requeik 

llie as^btaocc of an able officer in siiblaining 

getber tiie few militia of ber villagea. , Sbe vi* 
^itod Uw wmrioi cf tbc cwtipi tnd gaWoi4oni 
fcribe immfldialMi demoUlioD of ali imds and 
bridges on the first advance of the enemy ; and 
^kettf Qyorcomo faj^ tbe ^^y<Tf > of wiotcbcdiicsi 
whicli ^lw"g her in spite of the e^alied state 

of berimndy she sfaniok to aotttude^ 

seek in the recesses of her own soul for did 
talgi»fdi>A lummwrn caf courage tod fortitude.. 

Sbe belieiied hentit justUi^ nay called 
vpoa'V^ opfom i\m aocrMduimitB of the 
pgimejoi Imgca ; ifae feit roused to resUunoe 
bf hm tmmtm, Md the implied eoeimrtatm of 
treachery with which he had eodeavoufed la 
brand her. Her innocence made her proud, 
her sfiirit of indepeodence, bold ; the had 
refused to submit to his usurpations 3 her cas« 
tie had ofteo beeo the asykim for hiM ^ctimfi^ 
aud herself 4he aider uf the persecuted.' ^ I 
may M,*" obe thought ; bet I wiltiMfllxiep. 
1 may become his victim ; but I will never -be 
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loved \umi if he did nol diMsiit his ambitious 
dsMgDS* Love^ which is the ruling principls 
of my wkndp whose power 1 now feel in every 
nerval m every beatij^g af hearty I would 
not stttaiit my cQosdeiice to Ae control of 
love i and shali fear rule me i 

She said this, and at the same moment Tri- 
paldi was announced. He advanced towards 
Eutl^anasia with a serious and impoi tanllook| 
yet at the same 4me with an endeavour to ap- 
pear courteous, if pot humble. He kissed her 
bandy and having gravely asked after her health, 
lie S0Q4 b^gm to speak oa the object of him 
visity and to endeavour to persuade her that aS 
resistance to the will of the prince was useless, 
and that in timely submission was -the only 
kog^ left ior her preservation* Euthanasia felt 
lici cheeks glow as he spoke, and once her 
eyes seemed to flash Ughtniog, when the word 
ili^rcy escap^jd lioni the orator, who talked o:.}, 
tcfigfiimD^ to observe Uttle of what she felt, 
but to be wholly engrossed in the winding up 
ot his periods* ^* Madonna/' said he, the 
p^uu^&iUMi a tlue and bincere friend si^ip for 
you^ and be b infinitely grieved at the idea of 
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being at open hostility with yc»u ; tNit tttf must 

obe^ the will of the senate tod ihe councili 
and you' must ultimately submit to fbttSo 

.sent against you. Listen then to one cdder 
'fbin yoanelf^ who has %kA m 'ttfe 

worid^ and has grown wise by experience : 
tilera^, bting weak/ coiit«(id Vlth tfete i^g; 
for it is iar .more politic to yield at first upoo 

' conditions, than, falling after combat, to receii^ 
the law jfrom the conqueror.'' 

^ I am afraid, Me$ser Canonico/* replied Eu- 

' ihanaua» calmly^ butsomewhat haughtily, ^tbat 
our opinipns agree too little, to allow you to be 
a fitting arUler betwtei the and pSfinceof 

' Lucca* This castle, and the power annexed 
to belonged to my abctetorB; hud whan I 

' received it from my mother's hands, I vowed 
to exercise sjtid preserve U for the good of my 
people——** 

^' And is it for the good of your people to 

ttpose them to the desolation of #ar, ifliea 

you might conclude a satisfactory peace^" ' 

^ Messer Biuasta,! likteiied pitetly wi^ 
you spoke ; and it boots Uttle to continue thia 
'disciis^ if you will not OioMaoAvi'm^ 
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i will be v^rj bri^; Castrucpio forio^ ^ai« 
littite wth mf^ «nd^ at tba cooditiaii of my 

^^^^^^^^P^^^^^VPP^BN^^^W^^^V^^^^ ^j^^F ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^"^T ^^^r ^^^^^^^^ ^^M^v ^^^W^^^p 

mies» I have preserved my part of the agree* 
wmAi ondt if bo ipbot to hrak bi% 1 b%vo 

friends and allies, who will not permit that my 

Ittuftinn ahtfoid be ao hagflmi^ m you imaguie> 

It 19 the height of ixiju&tLce to say that I bring 
ino* kiti» tbb temtoiy lince every pray^ and 
' fvpy wish of my heart i» for peace » but, if 
a^acked^ I will defiaod myself and my right o 
imijit become bo(b my twcf d and shi^'' 

^ You sptak pfDudly 9 but feofitbly, coiutest 
jEathipawa y ^ right watjaever yet sword or 
shield to any one. It is wail to talk in this 

nra annoy f£% -u x^mMTk skru\ rhtlArt^n. anH thtlft tO 

keep the world in some degree of order. You 

fgm a mmmi it is tnio; but your nmk aod 

power have placed you in a situatioa to know 
iho truth of llttiigs; and^ if you ham not yet j 

learned the fuulil^y of the lefsons of the priesti^ * ^ 

mboio tola ond lo ali their speeches is to find ^ 

a w^y, shorter or ht^^ into your pujcse ; karja j 

itfrom me, who am both willing and aUo to 

laaifh ypu.^ 
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' shall make a sorry pupil^ I am afreifl; 
but, if you please, 1 wiU alter my phraseology, 
that my meaning may be more clear. I expect 
the aid of the Floreotines ; and I depend upon 

the courage with which the hatred of a usurper 

win inspire my soMiers, who love me, and will, 

1 doubt not, defend me to the last dropof their 

blood : if my right cannot help me^ my m^it* 

tion shall. The prince of Lucca has called 
• ♦ * « 

me, perhaps he believes roe to be^ a trahor ; I 

am none to bim^ nor will I be to the party to 
which I belong. I promised my allies nM io 
submit ; and my word is sacred. Messer Bat^ 
tista, I doubt not that the motives ^flitch urged 
your visit, were honest, perhaps tnendty ; but 
cease to vex yourself and me witli fruitless al- 
tercation.^ 

** I do not intend altercation, Madonna ; but 
I wished to expostulate widi you, and to shew 
you the pit into which you seem ubsiiuately 
resolved to fall. I know tliat the wisdbm of 
all ages tclls us, that women will have their 
will ; * I bad hoped to find you superior to the 
foibles of your sex; and my mistake becomes 
my crime : for in truth you are as faeaSsfvong 
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m a girl fifteen, who hopes to cover her 
head wkh ciuptial flit. But L have Mt 
my heart on carrying this pomt widi you^ and 
will not be diseoon^ed by a wcHnao's dk>» 
qtience ot obBUMcy^*^ . 

* This is going too faar,"^ said Euthanasia^ 
half tDgriljr; ^ yott' -iiftagme pcrbapfe that I 
am already tlie sluve of your lord, that you no 
longer iireserre - Ihe respect which evca tbea 
would be due to me« My mind is too full 
both of grief and aa^kty^ to string seotmcee 
together ia answer to your argiimeats; but 
my purpose is firm^ and you cannot sliake it* 
If you come from the iord Castrucoo himseU^ 
niy answer is ever the same.* 1 am at peace 
with him ; but, if he attscks woi, I kdow horn 

to defend myself/* • < 

Any man butTrifMlda Aigbt have been avied 

by the dignity of Eullmiiasia; and the jestrain- 
ed iodigoatioD^ that glistened in her eyes^ aod 
ilushed her cheek. She rose to bid the priest 
fiunewel, and her eerlOM mmam made faiM 
pause for an instant in bis address j but his 
accusUNned imfMidence ipiicldy esercame lim 
m^tfiusiitary shame, ^ud iie asid^ X came to 
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sge^k reason to the deaf, and to ^h^w dai^er 

«>il«ibBiid; but. am dcif mmm my^, I imr 
Imtter iban you^ sod th ^ soufid of armd aod 
immpgis 18 3Fet iir off; *mgkd lint Uiod tmtk 
Gxiesy Avauat ! I see my patb beow l|Laa jfou : 

■ 

meanwhile the on^ falb into the hands of the 
MB^fi mod Ibe .otfaer tumbles into tbe 

round which I would have led him. You wil' 

nfitat too lald^ tb»t yoa did not ftdlow my 

counsel; and then who will medicine youc 

<^ The God who inflicted them upon me. I 

. Tripalda returned to Lu^, .Caiftticcio 
M left the tftwn^ mA GastiglioM, heariiig 

tbft imjh of ^tbe {Nduest's^. embasqry* instantljF 

prepared for the attack. Heralds were sent in 
(ihM liodft to deitttiMi tben siymsadcsr of tbe (jeo 

tie ; andj when refused^ wai was immediately 

In the mean time the f lorentioe airmj had 
ttdfiiitiad tnlD thift LttCfihaso tMiitom biitii 

when they heaid of the march of CastrucciOi 
HtfUkbmA V9 fuMQchio^ Md pitclMd tbeii 
tents on the banks pf tbe hver Giusciaqa. 
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C»truocio camtt up to tfieai with bit troops ; 
but, beix^ m opposite sides of the river, aod 
not caring to cross it in face of tbe enemy, 
both anaies remained obierv^ each other's 
motions, each preparing to attack the other oa 

tbe first shew of leir or retreat* Tbe floren- 

tine general had received the message of £u- 
thaiiMi% bath0 femid it diffionlt » oamjif 
with her wishes ; for any troops seat to her 
aid must fNM iheXSomam, aid 
weU guarded to permit of but a gjpuerM 
passage and attodc. He oommumcated her 
situation to the Jbloreatioe govenuxieut» wiiids 
sent her a small troop with Bondelmonti at its 
heed, wbo, iteldiig tbe cimiit of BolegiHSiad 
tile Modenese mountains^ arrived on Uie eve 

of the attickt hmng with infiqte difficulty 

surmounted the fortified passages of the moun* 
tains; sothatniaiiyofbMfoUomiBbeingaiad^ 
prisoners^ and others left behind, he made hiS 
appearance at Valperga tiitii mat moea thaii 
hit^ man* 
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CBAPT£ft XL ^ 
Falperga takm> 

m 

h 

Afteb tfie depttrtnra of TiifMAda, RaiUMitiMift 

raaa'toed kmg oa Uie bauU^mffints oi iier ca&U^ 
wildiifig tbo um who W6f6 cmplojped m 

paihag aiul eiecuiag sooie wtworkft ior iUck^ 
fence« £very now and then she heard a mur<» 
muriiig near lier^ a aligbt noiae^ and tbea a 

voice which said — i\}e, that will doi this 

hdmet it sliU too Lvge, I mntt find aone way 

to cut it round the ed|^/' 

Looking niV she ai^w at a aoiatt window of 
one of the projecting towers the Albinoisj wiio 
appeared fiirbiabing and rapairing arms. ^Am 
wo 90 Straitened ior me%'' she aaid^ that 
jrou ara obKgod to turn aonouser^ my po(» 
liindor* 

" Not an armourer, but a soldier, lady ; to- 
morrow I prd on my sword for your defence.'^ 
^ YoU| and a sword ! Najj that is iiupoii^ 
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ftiUe; you »ti8tiiatef|MMyaar9rifta dinger^ 

where you caa do no good/^ 

^< CouiUm, have flrm hope ; I h«fe learned 
fiom the stars^ lhat tomorrow is a ibrtimate 
day for us, I have visited the holy fountain ; 
mif spriiikling its watm three timea afouiid, 

I have called on its saiiils Lo aid us ; tomorrow 

is named m a lucky day for us, and 1 will bar 

among your defenders/' 

He sfioke eamesify ; and so highly wrought 
were the feelings of Euthanasia, that, although 
at andtber time she laight have smikd) she 
could now with difficulty repress her tears. 
^ If yon. would defend me " she replied,. wait 
tbeu ueac me;. X will uot indeed haveyouiisk 
yoiu life to no end/* 

- ^ Why, Madannay" said Bindo, <«riK)okt 

you care moie for mylife, than for those of the 
brave fciows who wiUitDaaorma die fer yon i 
We shall succeed; but death will be among 
tts; and t&ttmttm many m duM* will lose ito 
iaiher, wot many a wife her husband, fighting 

can feel neither 

defeat ma triumplu i wiii be among them*;, 
feai' not^St. Martin has declared for us/* 



m 

Xliere are niomeaU io our lives, when the 

. chanoswoitl of % watium vmhakm mttt 

jcient to cwise our misery ; and such was the 

jetre«lMl to ^oiitucle^ and in earnee^ tbou^ 

fifictoo wound whtctf tfag hftd ioflicfip 

td* Wte are distrus^l^onrsclfes; so little 
do wo depeod upon oor humta nw80% 

on the eve of any action, even the most pi aise- 

mar^^ ilwill •nniett«e> anuae iaolfcwrewi» 

blance, and that will appear selfish wilfulness, 

or t biit > d ii fcimri 'fiMli of.tHe im^Miiaa^ 

^hicb, when vs^ 6rst coDtemplated it, seemed 
teUglMit-efilMoflmiMDiint^ UlMKi«p» 
peared to Euthanasia her firat 4iuty to nauat 
the indMcliaMts of Cmtmotio, and ti pre* 
8ervtt)ihe uKkpaodenoe olriieir aubjecU. Horn 
again she paused, and thought that all the 
• iM ' i M fc tUli Mi i fl iM maeanta wanafbttrlv h ottp bl 

^ the price of one drop of human hiood. She 

ikhiiIibp M0 pDnij oc.Mr 0wii'nBflanHi ane^ 

doubted the ju^ii^cation which evea now she 
^flailed upon to mella efcHw fihtMMi ^iHm 

conscience^ and hwaftcr before thai of bar 
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Godi aod ^iwed miii^ i^iioik of 

{miee taking at tim «dflp of a ^mpiQ^f m4 
^hmMI'ioitedariMMtlwtiMiiMWW it* » 

m^Hb pmmg bnbblee ; it U a dbaiigeful Jb^a« 

viqx>urs ; :iiU chaogea^ bU pftsses-^npthing is 

^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^Br ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^J^^^^^F m^^^^^Sw^U^^^^r 

if it be so, xJi naj .Gad ! if io Ete^uity all tj^.e 
fHili lilli MU ins ttMBlNMl Ml Miti Mtw 

fiartbJdeiiuta poii;t> and bMJt itxe,p|ii\^}^at 
$pHkm4k^^SntiLwfb^ ,viti9m^ pigment 

ittOPiefU Qvery thing tu usi Wb^jdo aur aiipd% 

•urablfi Apace wjase^^nelied m^.ip oq^JiQitaa* 
tMMM* aonsaUutt ? -Wa ffook «%fl[ek 4o tiio^^ 

such a year such >aQd such events togk pierce, 

iiiiriiimii.omj^ ifaM yaai^wl ikMUif >tba 

dmlad I'wta iwnaMi ijlW/ MMli^'M|iii utowM 

making secoads^ .tluxiag which ^there 



M of ail etemily i y^^gmbsumjgm^waiitbAy 
are but hours ; the present moment will soon 

of by«-gone time. A hundred years heace, and 

fMOg mad oU we thall sil Imi ftathiiil, to tba 
dusty and 1 flUI no longer (eel the coil that is 
It wBric m mf kmstf or loy loqpr ilnigglo 

within the ioextriciaUe bonds of ftte. I know 
lUtt linl yettUftONHDMl^ lluB point of liiM^ 
danng which the ma makoi but oae JKmod 
{Btmidst llio flMfl^ ndBiont it Imo OMidB^ vndl iho 
mooy miltians it will laaiu^ thia mom^ is oU 
to me. Most willingly, nay, mo«t etmestly, 
^ I proy that I may 4m Ihk iiight» ood ihot 
all contentiou may cease with the beatings of 

my liiait. Yo^ if I if% ihii I mhnki U 

all that we prize bat a shadow i Are tyranny, 
ood tiUKt^, mA tiicrty, wkI nrtno only mami 
Off arothey not rather the misery or joy, that 
mohm oQf hooiti ibo o b o do of ilpraii^ or oa o 

Buulifigt tiowfiwcovocod isio? Ohi X will ot^ 
longer question my purpose, or warer where 
li Wi Mify ought tq iiiaiMo on widi ioniigo* 

One heart is too weak to contain so oveiv 

wfaikning o ^oonimtMik-'' 
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Wtiito lies mriaBctioljf tbougbU tbiw ww« 
dered, and she seemed to range in idea through 
the wboWuoivartei ytt w wiMiefiQHMl lepon^ 

hmis announced to her that BondelmoiUi and 

hui aolitttcB hftd mimd^ aod thai ths tshief do* 

sired to see lier. There was soiueiliijug yi the 
oiim of BoiMWnKiPtii tlial tlruck a fummMm 
chord in lier heart; he hod been lier father's 
frMmd ; \m wm her guaidtwiy ujodf §Mifmf^ 
the had sometimes rua counter to hk advice^ 
yet always fdi moel bappy whA Ms opi« 
Aioa coincided with hera. His pietenca lima 
announced seemed to cancel half her care; she 
folliif tnfl all the eouram thfi ooMfliaad. and 
that was a mighty store, and descended^ even 

smiliogy lo the hall 4 her cares and icgrata wore 

leashed hke dogs by the huntsmen, but they 
neMiar bafad ner yelled^ bat cowmd id aii* 
lence. BondeUnonti was. struck by the sere* 
nitv of her attnfwit i and bia comitBiaiiGa 
^hapgi^fi £khii the doubt it had befere esb* 
pressed^ to » frafds and gallant 4iddreM. 

M Madi»nna/' said he^ the wxwk we ua* 
dertake is difficult; Castruccio keeps our army 
in dMck^ and gnatda the ^aasBi j and the 



di^ that could {^ass iU^ SercbiOt Have good 

hmt bum m m, yom wmAb mUi miftmig tndi 

wiH resist all ithe stones wiUi which thdur i^itU 
an iMttter lt» if kifaid iliiiv jOin tcaki 
the rock, \i/^hicb we must maka w impcacuca'^ 
Ue m mmem^ Bat tfii§ w aofc filing Jimfc 
for yoOf fak coyntaiit 4k> ^oujretu^lo jr^t* I 
wouM nuked >lluit me mM filftoe you in safety 
m f kwoBMOtttof til dangw, wbtt6.jKHi Hfould 
iiot be able to hear 'the x^lash of arms that to- 
moanm mA w$mmnA .in tfab- tMk^ Bm i 
know that ^ou have courage j and I now see 

att tbe^Mlm fortilttibitf your faktMr «hia# .tti 

^our Qlear#yesj ^ou are a good giri^ lEutha* 
mtamf m goedi wmi > wiie gidy .aod^ht •■■iiwii 
ihat every drc^ of blood that waua&aiy iiMrly 
•very ftcuhf cfoy body or my uoadp u^6t» 
voted to your-csitie**' 

EutfHmMia thanked him in the warm Ian* 
MDAM.'biur fflttiiiiff ilMarLiUciaifid. ..Ami .lis 
tinued ^ I should have much to say to you^ 

mKKk mmungmeM from ycmMmaiB mad 
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nMteagee ofpmm^xkd afiectioii ; but oiy Xm^ 
ifi ftbort; biitfm in omt tbul aii 

your Florentine frienda love, g^pprovq cuid ad* 

aui«3fott$ Mid if £U]f wUob. 4»ft gmik 

sword forbid, we sbaU at i^ast hav§ thife.cpjp- 
tokiuoi^ ib>i (w loiig «b»giit ftuhaii 

reapp^iur among us« But upw- to the works 

of wmCl wiU apply to your^nMoiM tp know 

what food you bave im ^ oifttk^ uml w)^l 
potaihililka tlim ara^if iHeraMog y<w stock ; 

ami Vttiir offiMra gliAil ghlilir irru=» VAUF 

works of defence, that I may concert with! 
tiamm tbm pkui for lo niQw'a f iwnhit " 

Eu than asi a however undertook tlus tftjsk her-% 

^£ aba v m B 4o Q ,amiik aptalMlf Mito/ifMl 

|(Hne relief in the shew of composure whicb 

alMi fw^Mrvod ipMi BtlQflbkMBt^ mi in tkt 

e^iei tion of explaining asd pointiog out tiie.v^^ 

niM nodaa of dcilBMt wiu^ 

m axJdiuoa to those with which nature had 

as 1 have htkn:€ said, on the pr^ecting plat* 
fattt ef m pgeopltotta nmmhwi: ttewallof 

the edki&ceitself was thkk wod stri>%> and but 



a small way removed from it was a lowff WiiV 

at ODce defeiHled the aiaia building, aiid shel- 
tered the bMWgedp Wb^coiild shower fltoiie» 

aad arrows on the assailants from tiie port- 

iKdee, end bein no dtHger reudialiQii. Be» 

ibre the gate the castle wa$ a green plot^ 
alMHit llfimn paoeB Mrots, plwted witb a feir 
cork aod ileji; trees, and suirouQ4ed bj a.lNil^' 
bicMork»«r w«U built on ike edge of thi» pi«i» 
oipice^ wlucby bigby baiO| afid in a cca wi UlOy 
boi^ ofor tho pfadn betowr. B t tww B M tho wM 
m y j barbftca% a patb ran xottnd ooo fiido 
of the castle, which was terminated by massy 
gates and a portcuUia; attd it wat tbeio tba^ 
crossing the chasm which insulated the casde^ 
by moaoi of dmwbfklge, yam found thepotb 

that conducted to the plain. This patil waa 

defended by vaiioiia'irarln; pabiodei» mxadau 

iowcrs to shelter archers, and more by nature 
bersol^ for tfao fock Mid lim traes wm attao 
many asylums wbence the defenders couki 
uninjured pMoottiie apfnoadi of an enonirf. 

<^ Tbis 13 all eueUeoV' ^s^d 
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Ch. XI,} VALP£RGA. 259 

^it is impossible that all the armies of Italy 

coukl force this pass, though it were defended 

only by a handful. But, Madonoa, is there 

no other entrance to your castle ? Is there no 
postern with a path up or down the mountain, 
whose secret your enemies may learn^ and thus 
aitadc you unafvares 

"Kane; the only postern is tliat which 
op€M on a padi eondac^g'to a smaR foun« 
tarn ahput a hundred paces up tlie acclivity ; 
but there it stops, and the tocIc tiring precipi^ 
tously behind forbids approach/' * ^ 

* ^'It is well. 1 will now review your sol- 
diers, appoint their various posts, and see that 
mine are refreshed; then, cousin, having tast- 

♦ 

ed your wine, I will go to rest, that i may 

awake betimes to-morrow, I am resolved that 
ail shall giY w^ ; Gastraccio will be defeated ; 
and you shall ever be, as you deserve, the cas- 
"teDana of Valpcrga.* 

The tables were spread in the great hall of 
the castle, and heaped with wine and fi9od« 
After Euthanasia had seen every want of her 
guests supplied, she retired to her olvri room 
at the eastern an^ of the castle, one window 
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of which overlooked the wliole plain of Luccfi ; 

tod tbe m mnimmaiowp fumbi$,iawm» 

deep» in that bxe^les^ and feverish btate, ia 
wbigiinwifl Kp t cti oo iiifl^ hstmiotftiin dmgyr » 
The veil of nigi^l at ieogth withdrawn ; 
ftnt EutliaoiHM WW te> dart wis fidnt^ and 
thea the western sky caugt^ a crimson tiqgp 
tern At opposing stnlL Kk waa long era lie 
thfnl^fid tjift ^itfj^prolulil^ bu^ bi^ rdj^ £^ Mjflft 
the opposite mountains, and the windows of 

^^^^^ T^^^^^^ ~ l^^n ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^W*^^^^^ ^^*^^P^"VV 

A reveillie was sounded in the court belovv; \ 
ijpd fwaed |€i«bh oami> pia ftqpharywih- | 

ing drearm, 1p thp realty th^, Jt^Sfig^ ^ » 

difssji boui^d the waudermg l^pks c^ 

la&f iMdtf^s^Muuaidiiar liaadft thru Sut a aMHMiit 
•h« ^tpqd^ her h^qd* lio^ded on 1^ 
tjfm cast up to heami* At fin|t iHr cooiHik 
iwiPTO ^xpr ^s f i d pain • hfifJL cbfof^i 
pala ehaak began to glow, her brow became 
fjf^fi ^fOitti 4ha clfHid tjuLt bad j^yy 
eyes grew brighter, and her whole fof*in gain- 
>d diii% ^ ^mMia. ^1 da^nqrdu^/'aba 
ihou^ht; and in thai d§ar bdjef do I j>lace 
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my strength ; I do my duty tovt^mto mffsfSf 

* whose hands I detam only the power otdoiag 
greMnril; 9oA »fvf %erp^ ted -I MmM." * 
Ttettkfaig mod feeting thus, «he descended to 
♦tItchsiB-of i1 i ei* ii l e; «otttof tfie^iers bad 
gone to their posla; tmt BonrielmoiHi^ tod 
some of those of higher rank in her party and 
^bouaabold, ifi m dmgh n ii p f eik^^ She 

enterednot gaily, but serenely ; and her beauty, 

tlM«omge paintodiM Ihrtei^ twl hat ^ttuiiU 

ing tone as she bade them good morrow, in* 

which tliey almost expressed, and midway 



hood; ^^Faimrelymy.ineQds^^ '^you 
t^sk your Hfcs ftr liMy te^ ^^kie iaufM€e of 
WM were a pow lecompeoae my hooowy 

my every hope rests upon your swords ; they 

not fear the resuH.'' 

bat, ordered the men to their posts, and took 
ma own ratuuii od xno uiwviJiiuije nr ve cb»" 
11e« The winding path which led Ui-Hmfooi 
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of the gtounlain, W21S Uoed with archers and 
•iiflgdii), wba «M hid hdbiod Uib p«)ifBcUi]g 

rockb Oi iii^e^, or witiiiu suiall woodau tomi% 

with ki^ spears was sutian^d in firm ar- 
ragr «t tli8 mou imcipitoos ptrt oC tlie patb^ 
who, drawa up m clu^-iaaky and aUvaiicjg;^ 
thiir aniiiy feiiMd an oatwc^ im^[Nkesy 
iiBipQ^ttbio to ha paMad or dri^^tt bttd^* 

, foremost in the combat waff, the dtpendrnta 
rrf FuthinfiTb « they wece iyUot' that Igudy.but 

. uudisciplined courage which anger and fear 
iMDM; Bkidowaa aiMiM tbmk Mdhahar 

■HH^^^^^W^V p ^^^^^^^^^^^^ WW WHF ^^^^^^^^^^^^ m^^^g^^^^p V^BV^V^HbM^P B^^il^n 

lafiigii^ thmij ^s^ingf that, everj sigo ia the 
h^amuip and wary fowfx oC fk^ waa propi- 
tious to tl^cirmis^tress; at othof tii2ies.du^ hiui 
. daridad hiaanpmlijiioQ; but now it adad aa 
aooth^r incmUya to thek i ud ignatioug yad aup* 
aorier Car tbair ooiiiiaMu 
• iathe.okeaa Uina. Fiiittiftnftyi^^jpad -yttfai 
to the apartment of Lauretta. This unfortu- 

death of hci huobaud; and such wa^ the 
amiv of Biaf thft fitdtifML that Fiiifhinaaia 

had not camuiuui^al^ to har the tlirc<a^ of 
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vwiiHiOtio^ ttM.iiio appfMcmni^ am 

noin of arm% and die bound many voices 
Awf UMiii War 2 Mid flw mldW aifaKi tha-cwiiB* 

.Uec friend reiUted loibec tbe eyeQto of ib^few 
fmt flay8> and Mdo4tou«ed tocsin Iwr ; Lm* 

jTtttto liatfnpfi in fear 7 abciiAdsuffiHnod&oiiiucii 
by tbe lite • tMomHions^ that every thing pre- 
moImI ilaitf 10 ber m the g)noini«fct pokitof 

view. Grasping the countess's hand, she in- 

UMiad ber to tobnnt; ^ Yoa know nut what 

•a.ii^^e is," she cpied ; " my lather's castle was 

^ilOKalied^/i^ timnton I trali laiow« Bm» if 

Castruccio were at the head of his troops, he 
wciiM'i^ ▼nn aMfawo ur tti Mtmui thcsr fiiry ; 

<if llMifimit^ And no haninily em cbodc lot 
.ttoart for b^Md and outrafe; thej ynik cf»^ 
j^uer^ and neither God nor man can save us.*^ 
farthiMMnija triad to aootbe her ^ but io vain. 

She wept bittoily, and piaycd so eaincsily that 

tbe taeiuitM woidd. ipeie ifaem both the otlar 

jui^y tliey .would endure, that £uthanai)ia 

but theO| recalhng her thoughts, she rephed 
with Mflde fimiiaai. and hade bar lav aside 
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tie^ fiuM iHntefcr tiMfootided , for there was 
fioUthig l^^dieid -wi^-w eivjf iii^fiflMBMBily 

if ihey should be ov crcoime. 

•senger caaie from Bondelmonli. **The gene- 
mi desiM to lw«»^g|K)d iMnty** Imi mM; 

the troops of the enemy advance ; and, . tf 
W nil^ judge by their itppoaMn^e^ they «ra 
"few, and em} ^heee few tbe refuse of the 
^rinte's-army.'* • 

Ctttbanasia listened iocrakdously | icMr-^he | 
knew -that however doubtful the decision of 
the combat might be, the eeotaitieii wM be 
^erce* Soon the war-cry arose from wiliioQt 

mountains; when it ceased, it wad answered 

-by OMMim <!ty tnm Ae MiinftL { 

. But this oidy proved the truth of Boodel* 
moriti'k ftsieidon^ tfatd^tii^ wevi^ few^ end of 

no note ; for the ahoul was >aot that adukra- 
^ti^ souild, that '^ec^iMS' t)ie ^eMt^ frivmphi 
^od, borne along the hne, mses^xespoiisiwar- 

dour in every breast; it was loud, but soon 

flled'liwigr. j 
Wearied by tlie childish remoasU:aaces of 
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Lfturetta^ Cuthaaaftia (ifa^ao4ed to ^ plat* 
form of the castlei and leaned over the barbi* 
can ; but she could see wthingy though her 
ears were stunned by the cries^ and dash of 
arqiSi that rose from the valley. Returning to 

thg iiuicr court, she mat soaie men who were 

beatipg the wounded from the field, and bring*' 
ifig tiieia for succour to the ca»tle; for a.mo- 
aflnt her heart awk within hex, for a moment 
slie was pierced wkli grief, as she thought—* 
TtUi ta my work ! But she recovered ber« 
aelf— ^^It mu&t all be endured,^ said she; 
^ I have undertaken a part, and will not faint 
on the threshold, Sjurit of my father, aid 



^ Beds, had been prepared in a large apart- 
ment of the ca:5tle, and. Euthanasia mingled 
with the women whoimnisteml tp the wound- 
ed; she bound them with her own h^ds^ 
ci^eered them with hervcuce^ and endeavour- 
ed» by supporting their minds, to alleviate the 
aento c£ bodily pain. The men, who saw her 
flitting like an. angel .about them, aidmg and 
mix^ataryig to tbor wantii ftlt all the bve and 



gmtitude flmt wch unwonted, but grackMif 

the)' said ^ we arc even more numerous than 

thoee who attick iit{ akead^ Umif mmA, 

and out of breath ^ fear not, th^day is ours.*** ^ 

A mesienger «Ibo caoie ftom Boodoliiioalii. 

to say^ that the imprudence of au under-offic^ 
bad caused tlie ftivr to M tfbo hid bot 
that her troops were oow all Bheltered/«Kl/ 
that withmit the lets of a man thejr wmiM either 
destroy ail the aiiaitantgy or drive tbera down 
the steep ; and this assertion appeared confirm* 

ed^ since no more wounded weie brought in* 

lliU9 reassured^ Euthanasia left the hall, and 
ascended to her own apartoMBt I herqauilwas 
lightened of mucii of its burdien ; the first bar- 
rier had been passed;* and she tend mo^ riie 
would not fear^ the rest. 

As she Ifaou^t Ais; astiddeBsereatB-sdiMd 
through the castle, tor a mouieat she was 
transfixed ; the 'ScitMUtn was repeated, louder 
and nearer^ and she hastened to the window 
that overlooked the outer court. Thence she 

saw a par^ of aohfieia in tfa» Luccliiaa pnifaffiw 
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i^ye from tlic gate^ and run round Uie cattle, 
tovnunds tho titawbiidlgB ; as they csune emtio 
I &ei ibe thaug^l; their nuoabers would never 
I €DiL 'wad lbs iMoaiiaBcl Bftv&nal of tbe officflfE 
M tboae o( Uie highest rank io Castruccio'si 
mmy ; the bil al kngtb <lisappe«nfid, aod she 
looked acQUOd ^^r w ejipbnaUocu Tha cattle 
InrafB eBent ; she etood olone in the room ; and 
mm tka eobo of iootelep» roadbed ber not; 
she paused a moment; and then, weary of 
' totberdottb^abebaatMadtatbefoomofLau* 
retta^ and found li fnU of goldiexs, — the enem^ s 
aoidina; triiib the paor girl^ peia and tmiu 
bliqg, sat bewildered and silent. EuiUai^ia 
eDterod fironi a ttiiaU door, leading fiom a pnk 
vate staircase ; ber fiat words wer^ addressed 
to her friend; '^Baar n^** the cMi '^we 
are betirayed; but iear xxqu"- 

ThesoURers^ seeing her had aent for 

Ibe&r chief o^,.wbo Game forlvard, eayii^ 
^* The castle is ours ; and, Madonna, it were 

i feell-tbai.]m oniefed jKMir people to 

f for further rettstance would be ub^^Sj and 

, toiM only oOMpiMPB bloodriMd t we fe^ 
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manded by our general to «ct with the grea^test 
moderation.^ 

It is eoough," Implied Euthaoasia, quietly ; 

^Ihe ooiDinaiider will judge of tfiemowiitif of- 

subwissioa : but see^ you irigbten thi« ladj,: 

who is ill and deficate. I beMe^ yO» to leave 

tins room awhile; if I fiud that indeed oo. 

further resistance can be made, I 'shall soon 

be prepared to obey what ordera you jaaji 

bring.** ' • ' ' : ' 

' ^Madoooa^ we wMidimw^ at jooi^mimz 

but permit me to add, that it ia the geofral'a 
orders that we eaooft you to Xiocca ^ eveo^ 
ing^ until then we shall not intrude upon 
you.* I 
The soldiers quitted the room ; and Eutha* 
haaaa, leaving Laiiietta wirii ^her aamoi^ r»- 
tited to her own aparcment* Here ahe tuund 
aeveral of ber aitPndaBl8» who told with nany 
tears that there waa ao longer a^y hopef thai 
the enemy, entering at tMe poslem, had attack* 
ed ber aokhers kom, behindt And diivaa them 
down the mountaini and that the party left in 

|be eaitfe having raiaad tfae idnwyhaid^y^ waie 
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now in undisturbed po6aession« Euthanasia 
heard all this with an unaltered mien^ and^ 
vfhea the melancholy tale was finished, she bade 
them leave her, and go to the commanding 
officer of the troop to receive orders for tbeir 

further proceeding, but not to return to her, 

until she should command their ttteodance* 
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CHAPTER XU. . 

■ 

Euihanaua at LuccUm 

The caslle bell lulled tlie Ave Maria for the 
last tim^ answering the belfries of the varioiis 
coiivents in the vale below. "There is my 
knaUr' cried Eathanasia. At first she tbought 
that it would please heij in quitting for ever 
the abode of her ancestors* to array harsdf in 
mourning garments ; but then the ao^dty 
of her mind made her inatioctively shmi any 
thing that had the appearance of ai&ctation | so 
she covered her head with a wMte vmI, folded 
her capuchin about her^ a^ returned to the 
chamber of Lauretta to prepare for her reroovaL 
CastigUooe sent tliitber to desire admiHsaoce i 
when he came, he felt awed by the deporl- 
iMiil of fiuthanasia^ who received turn with 

that slight unge of pride aiingled with hei ac- 

customed dsgoiQf^ which adversity natural^ 
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be9te>ws on the food* Heftiuiouooedtfiitllie 

escort had arrived to couvejr tima to Lucca ; 
Eutliauasia bowed her head in acquiescence j 
radp supiiorting LaojDettig with an itnfiih/fflring 

step bhe left fur the last time the castle of her 

aooeitorei abe supported her friend with ooe 

handj and with the other folded her veil close 
to her fitce, that no ruddy curious qre might 
read in its expression tlie sorrow that she felt 
in her heart. ^ My grief is my own/' iIk^ 
thought ; the only treasure that rmains to 
flie ; and I wUl board it with more jeakmsy 
Irom the sight and knowledge oC otheri^ tbaa a 
miser does his gMJ* 

long the seat of her purest happiness. Her in* 
. £hiI ieel had trodden ha paveoMit in unse^ 
proved gaiety i and she thought for a moment 
that aba sa(w the MneraUe forasof her faAer 
seated in his accustomed place* But she 
proudly shook the softsning emotioa fioaa hart 
aQd looked with a tearless eye upon the hearth^ 
found which the sdUiera of her enemy steedl^ 
pro£sning its aaat^edoess by their presenoe* 
The inner court of the castle was fiUed by a 
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-niimlier of wbmA and i^ildreiiy the ^wof 

tlie peasantry who depended on lier^ wlio, as 
' tbey saw ber a^tmoce, nuaed one cry of grief; 
. bhe started^ and said in a dmothered voicej 
' ^ CouM I not have been ^red tlii»^ 

« 1 mposuble/' replied CasUglione, wtio over* 

• iieai J her; " nothing but the most bitital force 

* could have presented tiiem/' ^ - 

** Enough/' said Euthanasia; "I am talis- 

' fied:*^ • * • 

The women clung abdut her, kissing her 
band?^ her garments^ and throwing thenaelfts 
*tm tlieir knees with aii the violent gesucula- 
tion of Italians. They lorn, their hair, and 

• called Oil heaven to save and bless tlieir mis- 

* trassy and to am[^berwrM)gs;«^04id Meu 
- yoki, good people i*^ cried- tiieir countess^ 
*^may yon 'n^ver be reminded of my 'km by 

any misicH'tuBe tliai may befai yourselves t*^ 

* And, disengaging herself firom' their grasp, 
t she walked on, wbib they fc^wed'eryinga^d 

V bewailing. She crossed the drawbridge, which 

was giiarded at each end by tfbidiem^ 

• put her foot on the c^posite rocky l^uthanasia 
paused for otm ntammt ; M aaened to kefvdait 
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•U wm imstriemUy losl, wIumi once the bad 

passed the barrier which Uus bridge placed 
between her fwit and fiiture li&j she gUaced 
.back once more at the castle, and looked up to 
the window of her apartment; -she had es^ 
pected to fiod it desert and blank ; but it was 
filled with aoldlersi who stood looking from it 
.on her departure; she sighed deeply, and then 
with quicker steps hastened dovva tlie moun- 

The idea that ^this path liad been the scene 
of tfie mofinng's combat affirigbted her p and 
ahe dated not look round, fearing that she might 
si^e some lifeiese victiin among the bushes and 
jrodSB an the road-side : and so it might easily 
have been ; for, when Castiglione had ordered 
tlie road to be cleared of tlie dead, many had 
been cast b^iind ^ prc^ecdons of 'rock, or 
under the low wood, in their haste; and, as 
they passed, the vulture arose from among the 
grass^ scared from bis prey, and told too truly 
that he feasted upon limbs which that same 
morning had been endowed with life* The 
very path on which she trod was slippery-.witb 
blood ; and she felt as if she walked through 

K 5 
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' OM of (be dfdei of ImU^ «onnaiit»*, uaiilsiM 

xeachol the foot of the rock* 

» 

I^iuretta im placed m»lillef; Bailiiiuttift 

mounted her horse ; and they prepared to de* 
part: buttbe womea agun laistoga oy^ threw 
themselves about the horse, seizing th^ itin*^ , 
aod towiog ahe sboukl not leave tbeitu 
^ God bless you!'' cried the poor countes^ 
'Ivlia/dthough filled, with he^ own gnef, yet 
^^mpathued with these good peopLe; ^imt 
now go ; yoa may harm youraelfw wilfa jquk 
new master; you can do no good to aie.*^ 

The soldiers interfered; and, opening the 
IMih before Buthanasiai she gave tfMMnaa to 
lier horse^ and rode with speed out of the hear* 
idgof the cry, which her people i^in mft 11^9 
when they saw tliat she had indeed Idft tbeuu 
She had outridden tfie rest of her party; and, 
tfaiding herself alone, she drew up her palfrey 
to wait thefar arrivaL She looked upon liie « 
castle, no longer liers ^ a few quick drops fell} 
-die diiod tlito again ; and, aering her escort 
aiqproach^ she 'turned her horse^a heac^ aoc^ 

■ •4 

• • • . , . 
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wiiiiuut a wardf proceed slowly ^on hex/wi^ 

to IillCCt* 

The city-gates were shut ; but, an the woxd 
iMng gi^Mi fijf licir 6ioortf^ tfasjT'Vwe'linDWii 
opeoy and she eotered the daik wad siarrow 
•(feeti of Hhetowii* ^My {mtmP ^bought 
RiithanaRin* ^ iiere the compaay divkifid ; Lati^ 
retta, at her own request, was conveyed to the 
hoim qS thg JSQtoUief of X^aoduio* and £iitha» 
nasia waa led to the palace prepared for her 
msOfAxu Sim took bo nodcejof die stmls 
throij^ which she passed^ and cared little 
^whether thejr oondnctod bar toa^enOMaora 
.prison; indeed during the latter partofherridc, 
lier streoglh both of mind, and bocfy so nutoh 
fiiraoolL her^ that^she could hardly JiLeep iier saat 
^OQ bar horse^ but jpode like a VcSedatatm^of 
d^paur. 

Euthanasfia was led to her chamber; her 
attendants came to beTf but she dismiatfri them 
all; and^ her mind confusedi her spirits and 
aU fc u i ii h oaila exbauitad far Ions watdnnc 
during several of tlie {Hrecedlng nights^ and by 
the exdiiqg dgqwuttaneea of tba day, ahe 
threw lieiseif dressed as she was on a couch^ 
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and, kiodly.hatiure cooaing^ to her aid, sank 
ififttanteneoualy into a heavy and-diMiiiteis 

Day was far adranced^ before' she again 
^mwokB, and looked forth on the light, yritt) a 
»senUmeiU^ as if the slight refreshment of spirit 
-woA stnagtb «he had loceimly.veere^bttta 

: mockery of the sad weight that oppressed her 

•heart . She bfted her beaivy hsad, like «.irater 

lily whose cup is filled by a thunder shower: 
'hftit^ preaeitlljr roealUog her tcatt^mi fiieuMeSy 

a))e sat kx some time io de^ meditation^ en- 
tdeavounng to .pfaiiosofihiae herself outcf the 

uahappiooM that ahe 6dU The pahK:o lo 
.vvhich she had been conducted, was a large 
.and cnagpoafic^t ooe^ near the outskirts of the 
.town : it had belonged to one of the victims of 

Cafttnicdo*s despotism, and had the^deeoimie 

and v6e-begone appearance .of a mansion 
• wfaich-faaa hM its msbr. From t!w chamber 

where ^l^e sat, $he looked upon the garden; a 
-sqaafe plotoKgmind suirrouaded by four high 

^waUs, whiQh bad been pUmted in tite itahaa 
*taste; but .which ' now fm wild; the smril 
^ih^wer-Jdeck were oveigrown mth. weeds, and 
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4be grasft^ a iiide coouxiODer, had thrustJtsdf 
•inlo the imftrod pad» ; the ^tonsKpednfedk far 
the ionon-pots were green wi^ moss and ii- 
-€iieiis ; adii hero.luMlfteA die wioc^bbrafc aeeri 
.ol.some.dfiUcate plaotli^ddowaaloveljr floMMr 
in thenpditof tfcettoiBty coartii hartwige which 
,CQuld ill claim its Mowabip. . A &w cypms 
md box trees, wliidi bed been cuiinto sbepe^ 
.now mucked the gardeaer a kmh with tbe uik* 
pruned growth of three years j and ivy darken- 
ed the waUa aide- by fuie wkh Ifas iHraoged^^ 
whose golden apples shone amidst tlie daik 
:folij|gfiu A £»w.&aid9 had ciept frem bedeaith 
^the atones to bask m the rays of the autumnal 
fwski and the frogs croaked jo a leiervair or 
Giilern, wliicU had once played as a iuuntam, 
:bo.t which was now choked with ^•raede .and 
dirt* > SiicU was tlie desolate scene which, ar^ 
jreeied tiie ej^ of Bmhandihiy as she kohnl 
^hriw her window* The imsgao£m;y^ £brtnnea|f 
she thought^ end turned awaji whik a Iw 
flowed dawn iter cheek. ' . ' : 

Her servant now entered; and, while she 
arrangsd hsr drM^ the wottan rehited the 
;Cl^i§§trpphe qf the siego, , When the aulUiers 
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4d Cartniciao hiud >appeaged beliu)4 iaer de- 
ftnddfv comtng dowm 'Aom 'ilw mfftty Aflf' 
tfawntdveft fint oa 4bo8a guarded 

bridgei and took Bondelmonti and the 
yiiripai SkiMVtioia pfitoqm; but Iba da* 

.p^odentft of the countess, transported with 

jfoiy^ and akwaUMtby tbapfDoiiai wbicb Bmdo 

.bad held out of success^ rudbod out of th^ 
4Hdtng-pIaoeSy and diarging thone at Jdie fMt 
•of the rock, drove tbei^ with desperate courage 
Ami llia amntahi * ntii. UDonadfiil of ite 
jeoamies who pressed upon their rear. The 
tattb waa bloody ; many Ml on oaoh iide ; 
^ MaaU teoop of Vaipei|(ans ware deiitroyad 
almoin tor4a mmif fiilfitig?oluntary sacr^ces far 
.ibairiiuatieM'aimMrvaikiQ. Afewweiaiakao 
prisoners, and among tliem Bindo^ who almost 

«aii€«ilouilf badoicapadunw^ Buvtf 
be were not wooindad in body, his.mind was aU 
anal ftcnijad widi iiga and diai|Hioia toMa at » 

when he »aw the Lucchese flag wave from 
fte doqjon of tbe caitte { ba Iriad to bmk 
irom those who held hini| and^ weak aa he 
a|ipaanKi'io 'iie^ no oxeraQ buch uaapoiBW 
atoengd^ uaiag both bwds^ feot, and taetb| 
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hinu-*-As they fastened the cords^ Castiglione 
'CMit Up t li» mamimmA4)m AUmmm; .«iid« 

asking why it was that he was used so roughly, ' 
he ofdered them to set • hitti lineiBi^ Ai^^w&oiam 
'faf9 bonds Were loosenedi without speakiug or 

tookmg roiiiidi lie demd off; wodf vpoBng 

across the country as swiUly as a deer Irum 
tbe bottttdi^ ^mie^moUy out of aglit» 

Cuthaoasia wept whea she heard of the 
blood thil bod •btsea qsiilt for her.; md ori& 
irepfooel^ who U ever ready to thrust ia his ^ 
ibarp stingy K" he find that mailed conscience 
bos ene wesk parti now tormeoted her that 
she had not yielded^ before one human Ufe had 
been loot m 90 rabappy aeauiew ^^Oaaot 
e\'il that good may come/' thouglit she. " Are 
notthoao tbemrdaof tboToocfaorl I bom 
done iofinite evil^ in spiUaig tliat blood whose 
each {ffoCMWd drop of more nvorth ifaan 
the jewels of a ktngly crown ; but my evil baa 
bomo hs'fiiting fruit; itsTOOtindealhyHapro-' 
<|uce poison.^ 

In tlie of the day, Anigo Ouioigi ' 

came to visit her. He came with a me ss aje 
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.-ftom Gaytmooo^ ivbo' anMatod bw. to leniuD 

^ietly in tb^ palace provided fur ber^ until he 
.sbould return to Lnoca^ wUch wCKild in a 
•few days, wbeo be would leaxa firom.iier owa 
lips what her wishes were with regard to her 
future bie. . Arrigo said ail this with down- 
-cast eyes and a heaving breasti haidly daring 
to ^peaky and much less raise his eyes upon 
the countess; who replied that she would obey; 
'tint the had much xallier not see the. prince; 
but that if he couunandi^ it, she was i cady^tu 
submit. You see me^ mf dear Arrigo^ a 
prisonear, despoiled of my possessions, a slave 
to yonr lonl*6 wilt Yet 1 hope and trust, that 
these eveuts would not have created the deep 
sonow with wliich I feel that my soul is filled, 
did not bitter soptimeats of lost afiSsctions^ dis- 
ttpfxHDted e^j^iecfiitiOlis; and utter hopelessness, 
fiU up the measure of my infelicity* My good 
youth, we are born to dms^ ; so our priests 
toll us^ and there is more sooth in that lesson^ 
-tlian in early youth we are willing to believe ; 
yet fortitude is the virtoe with which i^y ia- 
ther endeavoured principally to imbue me, and 

i would faso; not disgmi^e )us oounsds} but 




I 



Cb; * VAhnuGA. i»i 

indeed a poisoned barb has entered my Iieart^ 

• and i cannot dmw it cut*** 

•* Arrigo endeavoured tocomfort her,~*' Your 
jt*te » far from faopdess ; the prince has' poo* 

" mised, and intends to- keep his promise, that 

' ywr tc^m b aliaU no.t be mjured Jby the* bas 
of your castle. At Florence you wili be sur- 
rounded by friends^ and wery lmuvy and pica* 

-sure of life; and there you may agmid be 

*fcappy.*' 

Autumn was now far advancedi and tbe 
- rains came on. The Floicmine and Lvicchcig 
' armies, whieb- had reoHimed looking at each 

• other from opposite sides of the river, v;eic 
' Ac w/urther divided by the overflowing of . its 
•-waters J so each retreated to their several towns, 

and^the campaign of that year ended* . Cai- 
ttniccto returned to Luqca. Hi^ first concern 
^ waa 8 long and private eonveimdoh with Ciii^ 
' tiglione; and immediately after )\e dispatched 
' Arrigo to prepare Eutbana$ia for a confefenccr 
Poor girl ! her heart beat, and the blood 
- meiiMod to ber befom paie ebeefc^ .wim.tlie 
iieard that ^he was to see him whom, she had 
lovedj atqA^ whoie memory, at of wbat^iiaid 
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beeOy she clung with tenacious aff^lion* It was 
a cruel task for her to Wiold his firnn, gtmo^ 
fill us k42ad been ^Nhm b^q gazed on it in bap- 
ftter days^ end his couiitecHiiiGe^ whieb, but 
that imre pride were mio^Led m the egq^es- 
stoQ^ wrai as glorioudy beautaful, as-whio it 
beamed love upaa ber ; aod more than aU^ IP 
•hear his voice^ whose soft and mellow cadences 
had wiapi her soul ia EJysiumy oow to be 
heard as tlic voice of an alien. But iadigiia* 

tiod miol^ ilaelf wilh these. fiieUii^ and 

wimbled ht^x to support the co|i^ing tiial "With 

gieatar couiages io^ djlhsig. up att of |iiide 

with which her delicacy might arm her, and 
aU of fec^mde tirtuoh bsr phiioiopby had 
tau^ty she^waited with patience the ^e J^pected 

•SMmeclk ■ • .. , 

- sat oaalow aopha; her dress was dark; 

* the lest^ forlmd of purple silk, and laisleDod at 
her waist by a silken cord^ iell in large liolds k> 
Imbt lest ; a ddek of sables hung on- her flhoaV 
der) afid her golden hair, partly dusi^tm^ oa 
her.neclt, and partly confined by a ribbon, co* 
wed with its linglets her fair brov# Whm 
she beard Uie step of Castruccio approacliij^gi 
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she b^ame pale ; her very lips lost tlieir co* 
kwr; and W seiiout eyes^ shora of timr 
1>eams, were as the deep azure of midaigbt^ 

• * — 

wlicfo tlio ntsfii fhiM not* H0 Mtoted* l^h6ii 

be kad seeo her last, be bad beea M^ghtj and 
imperitMis; t>ut tiowlris manner was all soft* ^ 

gentleness and bumibt; ; so that, when 
he spoke, in spite of the high nobility of her 
-sfiirit^ iier egres were weigMd down br tiie 
unshed tears. • • 

^ Countess/' be said, ^' panlQli ne, if iiqr 
intrusion upon you appear ungenerous; but 

"|)er«Oim,'lbat, bkenijrtdf, are ooeuiiied ki the 

aSkirs of government^ are apt to leave too much 
to tnuleitiiigiiy who iievtsr do or at)^ 
It were exactly right to have smd or doniu 
Yotnr fittute peace it too dear to ne^topBiiiilt 
me to hear from any but yourself what are 
yotir wMies and your expectatioiiB,^ 

He paused, waiting for an answer, and fiMd 
on beir tns soft and MR eyes^ whfeh icetocd to 
read ber soul, while a gentle smile of compas* 
sion and love played on his lips. After collect- 
ing \m tbouj^its, ibe raised ber eyea to rap^f 
and met tboie of her former lover, whose ex* 



4)iessioa seemed fraught with all that afiecUon 
he hafi cmm vo wtd ta hmt. Sh# wis uoabto 

,to speak j but then^ angry at her own vveak^ 
aMn sfas rmUiAd her ftfimfeii and npUcKl^^ I 
.have but one farour to intreati which is your 
.pamiii^ioii lo naum insteDtly to Ftoreoce." 

^ Your wi&hes iu this laaj^ci, Madonna^ are 
commandH ; yen I couid have destined that yo« 
would coodent to &tay awhile ia Lucca* I 
' know the judgement that you have fbrmad of 
«fiie|. joulook OD me as a wild beast ravenous 
for blood, asalawteit mooitar, deflpoUed of 
the ieeliflgs of bumaAily« I could have do- 
.sired that yoo would sUiy awhile, to find and 
.t^.Ofiw jfOMJr iyiyuatka^ 1 could wiah^outa 
.stay, until the deep respect, and if you will pef^ 

^mt tba word« Iha lo¥o I foA for yqu^ shoajd 

.make such im|>res&ion on j'our he%rt, that you 

woidd aUow ma to assuage ibcito iOROwa of 

which I have unhappily been the cause/* ■ 
My loid^ do not apeak thus to mc^'" rqdiad 

.Euthanasia, with a voice which at first Uenv- 

. bkdit bot which gained fimmesa a» she cooti* 
^mied; ''We are divided) there is an eternal 

. I^^niec .batwoeo ua fiowy sealed tqr the bk^ 
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Aot^ I do not love you ; and, if a most frivo- 
lous and feprehemUb wmkam* could mak^ 

i me listen now^ the ghosts of the skin would 
itifle to civide u& My kxi^ I ctniiot veasm 
widi you> I can hardly speak i the Niood of 
^ slaughtaRMl, ^ Itan ^ h 
scathed riikis of my caati^ are all a^wera^ 

i louder than wofds, to your present oflfers. If 
tiiesv bate been your acta of oourlBlnp^ 
me if I say, that I had rather woo the lion in" 
Ida dm to be sky huabaady thaa betocae ihe 
bride of a conqueror* 3ut this is useless ca- 
TiScg^ pakiAit lokbocb of ua; it awakma io. 
me the indignaUou I would fain repress ; atnl 
H may tifidlo fSMitaie«t ni ^yoor heart, whtek 
it already too apt to be inflamed witbtbali &ea- 
timcfit You* came, you My> to Icam. my 
wishes; you have now heard them; let us 
part; we part m ^t peace eiv^ry Chrielkii 

I believer owes to hie bn^ther} I htpve you 

I from my inmost lieirt } do not you bate me ; 
and tfaua ffirewel/"^ 

^ You forgive me, Euthanasia ? Is then yimr 

) aouliopttfo} me^ who indeed bavegrievdut^ 
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wroDgfd y on ; «d4 hammm tmotumfmp 

a&uoa3 have hom^ yet have the^ desmic-* 
tiife to yoiu Bu^ if indMd you forgive 

lU^d {iifiurt iu C^uriftUw snu^j aUow hm* ohm 
mon to Iftkeymir band| that I may know that 
itk jQoiaowrt focm o{ w<^d«| but that 
express a feeling of the heart.'* 

Rylhanttiift out h^u* iiAn/j, isKicli 

took in both hisy and holding ii, thus^ he said : 

^ Haar me^ li^ kmd i^i; you whom akna 

ia the world I have Qirer lpved« You d^ise^i 
nepulM^ and almost hale im« aod yet, God 
koQvvs^ I sull cherish you as teodedy^ as- whea 
told aach othar^a low4aia fiial ui fooAm^ 
unhappy cafi^ I do uot ask you to Ijove oi^i 
you cannot ; "bu t you am young, very 
youngs EuUianasta i and fortuua ysk m9g im'^ 
many changes in atom for you* Resnembaij 
t)s^ through thoRi ail» X am your Ineod; and 
if ever in any misery you want a protector, one 
WMiveand preserve yqu^ (laatnicaohp tlia iw^g* 

Iccled, mistaken, but most faithful Castruc- 

do^ Witt ever be leady to ui0 hia amaBdhis 

pQwer lit your secvice* How, Euthapa^ia, 
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Oh God 1 " cried the unhappy girl, moved 
to her inmost haait, ^ could you not have 
spared me this i leave me ; farewel for ever 1 . 

He kissed her hand^ and left her ; while site, , 
her deli c ate frame yielding under tlie many 
emotions she experienced) sank almost lifeless 
on the couch. She had sufiered much, and 
borne up through all. But this last interview 
ofercame her: her health, which had been 

weakened by watching, and agitation, and . 

teafly now entirdy ga?e way. A fever fol* 

lowed,— delirium, and utter deprivation of 
" strength. ^.The disease seemed to feed oa her 
very vitals; and death already tainted her 
cheek witi& his fingers. But youth, and a con- 
stiUitio% nourished and strengthened among 
tnountains, and healthful exertims of body 
and mind, saved her ; and, after a confinement 
of several mon&s, she ag«n crept forth, to see 
the sun of spring smile on his children, who 
laughingly welcomed his genial beams. 

Where dunqg ttus time was the prophetess 
of Jerrara ? 
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